WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
and

2017-18 Public Budget Hearing

 5 June 2018
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:05 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Keith Jensen; Councilmen Jared Brotherson, Nathan Mitchell and Ron Thompson; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Byron Davis came in late (after department reports began). Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts came in towards the end of the meeting.
Residents in attendance:  none
Others in attendance:  Morris Casperson, CPA

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Nathan Mitchell
2017-18 PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING:

Mayor Jensen opened the public hearing at 7:07 PM. The purpose of the hearing was to open and amend the current budget. Mayor Jensen asked for comments from C.P.A. Morris Casperson who said that latest reports showed that the budget was under control and looked good. He mentioned that some areas in the Enterprise Fund budget were over, but that did not affect the General Fund's budget. Mayor Jensen explained some of the new and extra water expenses incurred with the drilling of the replacement well. No changes were made to the existing 2017-18 general budget. The mayor then made a motion to close the public hearing. Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous to close the hearing. No residents were in attendance and the public hearing was closed at 7:10 PM. 
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  

1.  Stewart & Helen Clawson, concerning right of way to property located in county.  Neither were in attendance at the meeting.

BUSINESS:  

1.  The discussion to finalize the 2018-19 budget began with Mayor Jensen saying that he had made no changes and the budget was the same as had been discussed in April and May. Mr. Casperson suggested that the town should show the sales tax revenue closer to the actual amount received annually. He also mentioned the B&C road revenues and the fact that they should be spent each year, and that we generally have more revenue than expenses in that area. Mayor Jensen mentioned that the town likes to have a cushion there. Councilman Brotherson also voiced his preference that he have some monies built up in that account to be able to put toward bigger projects when they are needed, as he was able to do on our last roads project in 2014. Mr. Casperson asked about increasing the fire department budget this year, considering how dry it is and the likelihood of greater expenses connected with fighting fires. Mayor Jensen explained that we would open the budget to make the changes if needed because we would also have to add the fire-fighting revenues involved. Finally, Mayor Jensen pointed out the two (2) capital projects added this year, i.e. a new fire station and an animal control facility. Mr. Casperson did not see any problem there. Mayor Jensen made the motion to adopt the 2018-19 budget as presented. Councilman Brotherson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in favor by those present (Councilman Davis had not arrived at this point).  Mr. Casperson was excused.

2.  Mayor Jensen requested that the discussion of Ordinance #11-2-05 and Resolution #98-02 be tabled for another month. Council members agreed.


3.  Discussion on Resolution No. 2018-02 was brief. Mayor Jensen explained that the Utah State Treasurer's Office was requiring the resolution, listing at least two people authorized by the town to deal with the PTIF savings accounts. All council members had a copy of the resolution (see attached). Mayor Jensen proposed that the town clerk, Velva Lee Sherman, and the town treasurer, Erika Anderson, be the people authorized by the resolution. Council members had no other suggestions and were agreeable to that. Mayor Jensen made the motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-02, seconded by Councilman Brotherson, and passed with a unanimous vote in favor by those in attendance (Councilman Davis had not arrived at this point).
MINUTES:  Councilman Brotherson made the motion to accept the minutes of the 1 May 2018 Town Council meeting as written; Mayor Jensen seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor.
INVOICES:  The April 2018 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:

1.  Mayor:  Mayor Jensen reported that he would be unable to attend the Mayor/Commissioners meeting this month and asked for a volunteer to go. Councilman Mitchell said he would check his schedule and go if he didn't have prior commitments.  Mayor Jensen then mentioned the proposed Eagle Scout project concerning the bell tower in the park. He was informed that it had been abandoned. In that case, he requested that Councilman Mitchell remove the bell tower prior to Welsh Days, saying that the bell itself could be stored in the shed. He reiterated the fact that it is just a matter of time before a kid gets hurt on it and he wants the tower down before the Welsh Days crowds the end of the month. 

2.  Parks:  Councilman Mitchell reported that there had been another meeting of the Welsh Days committee. He was concerned they were going to go over budget and mentioned a few things the committee wanted this year that would run the expenses up. The mayor informed the council that less than $300.00 of the "Town Celebrations" budget had been spent at Easter, and that left a little over $700.00 that could be put toward Welsh Days. He pointed out the real problem with an overage on the Welsh Days budget:  because Welsh Days fall at the very end of June, the end of our fiscal year, there is no time to open and amend the budget if there is an overage.

3.  Roads:  Councilman Brotherson reported that the sink hole in the road in front of the Darrel Stauffer home had turned out to be caused by a ditch under the road. It was dug out and filled back in with road base. He is going to have Peckham Asphalt do some road work on potholes and will have them re-pave that portion of the road in front of the Stauffer home. Mayor Jensen said that he had driven around town the previous week, when we had a rain and hail storm, and water had been running across the road in front of the Klyn Edmunds home on 200 West. It was flowing across the road shoulder, over the road, and then into the front yard of the Brice Roberts home on the east. He asked Councilman Brotherson to have something done so that in the future the water would not jump the road, but flow on down under the driveway and into the irrigation ditch that goes under the road.

4.  Cemetery:  Councilman Thompson talked about ordering small, grave-size flags to use at the cemetery for the 4th of July and Labor Day. He also said he had received a request for a duplicate cemetery certificate from Henry Richard Thomas, who lost everything in the California wildfires. Councilman Thompson has verified all the information needed to issue the replacement and Mayor Jensen said he would sign it when it's ready.
Councilman Thompson then introduced the topic of the Moroni program to provide meals for senior citizens. He mentioned that he had been approached by a couple of residents wanting to receive the meals from Moroni's program. Mayor Jensen pointed out that there is a program of  'meals on wheels' administered by the Six County Association of Governments that residents could apply for. He indicated that would be the route that Wales residents should pursue. He said the meals are $2.50 each, delivered. He offered to contact Six County Assoc. and check out what the possibilities are for Wales. It was decided that there might be as many as a dozen Wales residents who would benefit from the program.


5.  Water:  Councilman Davis reported that the Edmunds well was on line again. He mentioned that we may need to have water restrictions this summer because of the dry conditions.

Mayor Jensen mentioned that he hoped to have permission soon for the town to do a fire mitigation project on the corner of 200 North 200 West. He also said that the state had set stringent rules on fireworks and an extremely short window of time that they could be used.
Councilman Brotherson asked about the possibility of another bulletin board to be built by Hayes Bailey as a Shop Sterling Scholar project. The town clerk had expressed an interest in another or a bigger bulletin board, as the existing one has been full to overflowing lately, making it difficult to post meeting agendas and other town bulletins. She removes outdated materials as soon as possible but there has still been a problem. She also expressed concern over the heavy glass 'door' that is unwieldy to use, as well as dangerous. Councilman Brotherson questioned the availability of funds to finance the project and, after a short discussion, it was decided that the project could be paid for through the roads fund. Mayor Jensen pointed out that the town is often required to post notices in as many as three (3) different places, and consequently bulletin boards are needed in the town. 
The town clerk questioned the council about the possibility to getting something to put on the town hall windows to stop birds from flying into them. As there were already plans to put something up on the big front windows to help protect the carpet from the sun, it was decided that something could also be put up on the other windows. The council gave the okay for the town clerk to have something installed on all the windows, but not until after 1 July 2018.

The town clerk also asked the council about Ordinance 2017-01, which states that she is to issue an excavation permit for anyone wanting to do construction work close to the roads (see attached). She informed the council that she has no such permit and also asked how she would know if it was okay to issue one. After a good bit of discussion it was decided that Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts would forward Blue Stakes tickets to the office so she would know when anything like that was in the works. She was then to contact Councilman Brotherson for the okay to issue a permit, as well as contact the person involved, if necessary. She would have to let them know that a permit was required, as well as a surety bond/cash deposit, prior to beginning the work (see attached). Mayor Jensen said that he has everything on his computer and that he would check into it. He mentioned that we would probably need to amend the ordinance and add the forms to it. 

Water Superintendant Wendle Roberts told the council that the new pump in the Edmunds well is working well. He reported that it doesn't have to run as fast and should last twice as long.
Councilman Mitchell made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Brotherson, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM
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