
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, February 6, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Blane Jensen and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite,, Parks/Cemetery Supt. Matt Reber, Public Works Supt. Donald Childs, Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering and Citizen:  Taylor Ashton
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  City Recorder Janell Braithwaite
Annual Report, White's Sanitation, Max and Chet White

Chet White with White's Sanitation reported he liked to meet each year with the towns and cities they served to find out how things were going and make sure they were taking care of their customers.  He didn't think there were any holidays that would fall on Gunnison's pick up day in 2019 so that shouldn't be a problem.  If there were, he would be sure to call and make sure to coordinate pick up schedules.   Councilmember Smith thanked Chet for their services, and complimented the employees that worked for them noting they were the nicest people ever.  Chet was hoping to get the city cleanup scheduled before they were all booked.  This was scheduled for May 17-28 which would coordinate with G-Day since the students are always so willing to help with service projects throughout the valley.

7:08 p.m. Chet White left
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Wastewater Project Work Order Contract with Jones & DeMille Engineering, Garrick Willden
Garrick stated he had been able to meet with Centerfield City regarding the wastewater project, and liked the  idea they brought up of screening their own wastewater before it went to the pump.  He felt this was the best long term solution.  By having a screen ahead of the grinder then they would get rid of some of the trash noting it would get rid of so many inorganics going through the system.  However, this would make the expense for the project a little higher for both Gunnison and Centerfield with Centerfield adding their own which would have Gunnison paying for its own rather than a shared cost.  Garrick pointed out the benefit of each city being able to investigate separately if  a bunch of garbage were received into the system rather than try to determine where it came from between the two communities.  The costs of the project were reviewed.  Garrick pointed out the size of the gate was increased from 10" to 18".  The total project cost for Gunnison was $291,300 with Centerfield's being $166,050. Garrick reviewed the flow and population for each city.  
Garrick announced he had talked to RD to see what kind of funding they could come up with to help with the project noting their regular funding should be available with Gunnison probably able to obtain a 25% grants and 75% loan.  Garrick pointed out they would need to do extra studies if they were to apply for and obtain federal funding, and the engineering costs would have to be a little higher because of the required review of the drawings and needing to match their federal guidelines.  He explained Gunnison City would not be able to start their part until Centerfield started theirs.  Garrick would get the changes put into the agreement and present at a future meeting for approval.  He didn't think Centerfield had the funds so they would need to apply for funding.  Supt. Reber questioned where the monitoring for Centerfield would be with Garrick answering it would be close to where the pumping would take place.  Garrick thought it would be beneficial to have both flow meters at the same location noting a lot of this went back to the agreement that was made.  Garrick would still try to set up a meeting with them, and felt the two cities should meet to discuss this project.  Mayor Nay noted she would try to get a time set up with Mayor Sorensen from Centerfield.  Councilmember Andersen gave his schedule with Garrick stating he would see what worked for everyone.

Councilmember Smith thanked Garrick for the road standard information Garrick had sent the Council.  The Council would like to review the information then see what changes they would like to have made.
Update on Extra Motor and Pump for Well with Proposed Approval ~ Councilmember Andersen

Councilmember Andersen reviewed the problems that had been going on at the Christensen Well. Basically, there was a problem with the turbine pumps.  He then explained how Sunrise Engineering chose the set up they did which was probably based on the other two wells.  There has just been too many problems.  The motor was $4,500 and went out 4-5 months later, and now the manufacturer, Franklin, was saying they needed to do some research to see what was wrong whether it was the pump, the design or user problem. 
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 This could take up to three months, but unfortunately the city couldn't wait that long.  Councilmember Andersen reminded the Council they had already voted to purchase an extra pump and motor.   Councilmember Smith questioned who else had used  Franklin pumps, and wondered if they had had any troubles.   Councilmember Andersen reported Darrin had gone with a different brand this time hoping it would not go out again.  Councilmember Andersen wanted to be sure everyone was held accountable for these problems.   Councilmember Donaldson reviewed the cathodic protection that had been placed at the Christensen Well noting the anodes had been "eaten" up almost overnight with all of the electrolysis out there.  He questioned if there might have been more to that electrical problem down there than they knew.  Councilmember Smith hated to have the city pay so much money out for this well if it was someone else's problem to fix.  Mayor Nay stated they should know within the next few months.

7:30 p.m. Donald Childs left
Discuss Opportunities for Renovation of the Skate Park ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay announced she had seen some pictures of a nice skate park that consisted of some swells in the ground, and questioned the Council about finding some seed money for a skate park improvement project.    Councilmember Smith commented on the improvements they were trying to make at the school ball fields and wondered about placing the skate park around the school area.  Councilmember Jensen reported the area she was talking about was a road and wouldn't work.  Mayor Nay would love to see some pickle ball courts put in as well.  Taylor Ashton commented it made more sense to put it closer to the school.  The features of the current skate board park were reviewed noting the improvements that could be made for a better experience for the skaters.   Supt. Reber mentioned there was plenty of room at the park for two pickle ball courts and a skate park right where the skate board park was now.  Supt. Reber mentioned he was looking at a pump track for the bikes since that seemed to be the hot item right now.  Mayor Nay would send the skate park pictures she had seen to the Council for their review.  She would like this on the next agenda.

Discuss and Plan Upcoming Events - July 4th Celebration and Spike 150 Event- Committee Assignments and Community Involvement ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay commented the July 4th celebration would be placed on the next agenda when Councilmember Hill was in attendance to give more information.  She then turned to the Spike 150 event with Councilmember Smith commenting on what a great idea it was to participate and get the community involved and bring them together.  Councilmember Andersen suggested hosting an art and essay contest celebrating that event.  Councilmember Smith would like to see some storytellers participating with the celebration to review the history and also suggested a dance on Friday or Saturday night..

7:45 p.m. Garrick Willden left

Discuss CIB Master List - Short Term and Long Term Projects ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay reminded the Council of their need to get a list put together in order to be able to apply for any CIB funding for projects they may be looking into.  The Council proceeded to discuss specific projects they felt would benefit the city.  Additional irrigation water storage was reviewed with Councilmember Jensen mentioning the evaporation was so much greater in the winter than the summer, and he didn't know if they would gain any ground should it evaporate that quickly.  Supt. Reber noted the sewer ponds were losing 400,000 gallons per day with the evaporation happening at a faster rate in the summer rather than the winter.   A pond would need to be smaller and deeper rather than the larger and more shallow. Mayor Nay would like to see the city go for money for roads and sidewalks.  She felt CIB would match what the city had saved up for road projects.  Councilmember Jensen commented if they could double their money and double chip seal it all then they would be done.  Mayor Nay thought they had about $350,000 saved up.    
7:50 p.m. Jed Hansen and Zack Jensen came. 
Mayor Nay suggested the Council turn the time over to the Fire Chief, Jed Hansen, and Assistant Fire Chief, Zack Jensen, then finish their CIB discussion after.

Fire Chief Hansen and Assist. Fire Chief Jensen reported they had come to talk to the Council about the trainings they had just attended, and the business fire inspections they would like to start.  Mayor Nay questioned how they would know who to inspect.  Councilmember Jensen suggested the fire inspection be added to the business license application as an annual requirement for a condition of the license.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned many of the cities requires fire inspections as part of their business licensing process.  Chief Hansen stated the State Fire Marshall was really putting some pressure on them to get this going in the smaller communities.  He would be willing to have it as every other year if that would help out the community, businesses and fire dept.  Chief Hansen would like the Council to think about it then get back together and discuss it at a future time.  Mayor Nay thought this would be a good policy to pursue.  Chief Hansen would like to do this to help the businesses, not to create problems.  Councilmember Donaldson mentioned the insurances ask about fire inspections as they renew their insurance so this would be a help for businesses.  
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Assist. Chief Jensen stated they already do fire inspections for all day cares, and felt the other businesses would welcome it, especially if they make their fee a reasonable fee.  The fees would be based on the size of the business which would help out the smaller businesses.  He announced there were some options to have the fire extinguishers serviced each year as well.  

Assist. Chief Jensen reviewed the Winter Fire School they had just attended in St. George noting they had 12 firemen attending.  They made sure there were still enough firemen in town to cover any problems that could have occurred while they were gone.  They had also let Nick Lyons from the Sterling Fire Dept. go with them as well.  He then reviewed the classes they were able to attend noting they covered a vast array of what they offered.  Right after they got home they were able to help with a fire in Manti that day utilizing the training they had just received as well as a car wreck.  They had filed for a grant which covered the expenses for the whole training.  They were very impressed with this training and  felt it was worth their while.
Chief Hansen stated he had  a lot of people ask how Gunnison had such a good volunteer department, and he told them it is because of the great support of the local government.  He thanked the Council for all of their support noting they wouldn't have the department they had if they didn't have the support of the cities.
.  

8:10 p.m. Jed Hansen and Zach Jensen left.
Mayor Nay referred back to the CIB Master List.  Following some discussion, Mayor Nay would like to see the Council list road improvements as their number one priority for the 2019 year with secondary water storage on the 2-5 year list along with industrial park development.  She felt they would know more about the airport project and funding by the time Travis Kyhl came for their Six County meeting.  The UDOT grant for the airport project would need to be done by 2020.  Councilmember Smith thought the additional secondary water storage was needed more than the roads at this time.  Councilmember Jensen would like to see the roads as the number one priority and Councilmember Donaldson agreed.  Councilmember Andersen didn't think the secondary water storage could be pulled off that quickly and thought the roads first would be better as well.  Mayor Nay stated it sounded like there was a general consensus for the roads to be listed as the number one priority with secondary water storage, industrial park development and airport improvements on the 2-5 year list.

.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Smith couldn't remember discussing the amounts that were to be paid for the trees removed on 500 South for the sidewalk project.  Mayor Nay reported how she had come up with the amounts paid noting this had been put into the project expenses and would be covered in the funding.  Councilmember Donaldson questioned the fees paid to the Andersons and Toni Quinn for the removal of their trees on 500 South, and didn't feel it was fair to pay less for Toni's tree than the Anderson's.  He would like to see the same amount paid to each family for each tree taken out.  The Council agreed to pay $4,000 to the Anderson's and $1,000 to Toni Quinn.  

The $6,000 paid to Marci Milligan was also questioned.  Mayor Nay explained this was for the housing part of the General Plan and Marci had done the Affordable Housing portion of the plan.  Mayor Nay stated there had been an error in the bill received noting Marci only needed $1,500 now which would go to the University of Utah for their part in this work with $3,000 of this billing covered by "in kind".   The other $1,500 would be due at a later date.   Councilmember Smith would like to know what people were going to charge the city when they come in and talk to the Council.  Mayor Nay stated the $6,000 check should be changed to $1,500.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented with the discussed changes.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-1 vote.  Those voting aye were Councilmembers Andersen, Donaldson and Jensen.  Councilmember Smith voted nay.

Future Items

Economic Development:   Councilmember Donaldson announced he had contacted Maverik a long time ago, and he apologized for not saying anything sooner, but they had sworn him to secrecy while they worked everything out.  He reported Maverik had purchased Charlie Lund's property east of City Hall, and had just finalized the purchase of the property next to it today.  Maverik would be meeting with UDOT regarding the accesses.   He finally had the approval of Maverik to give their contact information to Mark Henline for an announcement in the paper, and thought they would have their paperwork ready to present at the next meeting.  Councilmember Smith commended Councilmember Donaldson for all of his hard work.   Councilmember Donaldson stated Maverik reported they would have everything built in 142 days once they got started.  Their buildings were beautiful and they had a new way to model buildings for the small towns.   Maverik currently had 327 stores and they want one in all of the small towns in southern Utah.

8:28 p.m. Matt Reber left.
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Mayor Nay felt it would add some traffic at that corner, and may need to talk to UDOT about some possible ideas to help with that.
Beautification:  Councilmember Smith had a list of those willing to serve on the beautification committee with Michelle Hill, and wanted the Council to approve the list.  She would like this on the agenda for the next council meeting.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  the motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

8:32 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

