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MINUTES
Rural Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC)

Rural Transportation Executive Council (RTEC)

Hurricane City Hall
147 N 870 West, Hurricane, UT 84737

August 9, 2012, 1:30 pm

RTEC

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: REPRESENTING:

Clark Fawcett for Mayor Tom Hirschi Hurricane City

Mayor Karl Wilson LaVerkin City

Mayor Alan Roberts Leeds Town

Mayor Darrin LeFevre Toquerville City

Commissioner Jim Eardley Washington County

RTAC

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: REPRESENTING:

Mr. Arthur LeBaron Hurricane City

Mayor Alan Roberts Leeds Town

Mr. Daren Cottam Toquerville City

Mr. Dana Meier Utah Dep.t of Transportation

Mr. Todd Edwards Washington County

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: REPRESENTING:

Mr. Dave Demas Five County Assoc. of Governments
Mr. Myron Lee Five County Assoc. of Governments
Mr. Curt Hutchings Five County Assoc. of Governments

CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM DECLARATION
Mayor Karl Wilson, Vice Chair, welcomed all to the meeting and declared there was a

qguorum present for both the Rural Transportation Executive Council (RTEC) and the Rural
Transportation Advisory Council (RTAC).
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Il. INTRODUCTION OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNER
Mr. Curt Hutchings from the Five County AOG Transportation Planning Office (TPO),
introduced a new TPO employee, Mr. Dave Demas. Mr. Demas is an engineer/planner who
will be working with the Eastern Washington County Rural Planning Organization (EWCRPO)
and the Iron County Rural Planning Organization (ICRPO).

[l URBAN CLUSTER DISCUSSION
Mr. Hutchings reiterated that one of the reasons for forming the EWCRPO was to prepare
for when the area would grow to the size where it could become a Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPQ). The Federal Highways Administration (FHA) has provided new
information regarding MPQ’s. Mr. Hutchings turned the discussion over to Mr. Myron Lee,
Dixie MPO Planning Manager.

Mr. Lee explained that the FHA requires a re-examination of MPO boundaries after every
decennial (ten year) census. A re-examination is due this year before October 1, 2012. The
response can include a request for a one year extension. The FHA would like MPQO’s to
extend their boundaries to include areas that are projected to become urbanized within the
next twenty years. These urbanizing areas are named ‘urban clusters’.

The original boundaries of the Dixie MPO drawn in 2002 were drawn with the perspective
that the MPO and urbanizing area (urban cluster) would not grow together by the year
2022. Mr. Lee inquired what the thoughts of the RPO are on this issue.

Commissioner Jim Eardley asked regarding the MPO and urban clusters within Cache
County, Utah. Mr. Lee responded that Cache County has an MPO and urban clusters, and
they are expanding their MPO boundaries to include those urban clusters. The difference
between Cache County and Washington County is that the Cache County MPO already
includes all of the major towns within the urban clusters, so the expansion has minimal
impact.

Commissioner Eardley stated that the bottom line on this issue is what it means to the
communities financially. Mr. Lee explained the distribution of Small Urban monies to the
four Utah MPQ’s and the Joint Highway Committee is according to population percentages.

Small Urban monies allocated to the Joint Highway Committee are available to communities
outside of an MPO. The population percentage within the RPO boundaries is equivalent to
an allocation of $398,000 per year. The RPO members can apply to the Joint Highway
Committee for those Small Urban funds — competing with all other small rural entitipe‘_ﬂsge 12
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within the State. If the RPO members joined the MPO, those Small Urban monies would move over
with them into the MPO, and be added to the 2.2 million which the MPO currently receive.

The monies contributed by the RPO go to the Five County AOG for planning. If the RPO
joined the MPO, the contributions from each MPO entity would be adjusted according to
the new number of member communities and vote shares.

Mr. Hutchings explained that the RPO pays a local share of $22,000 in this current fiscal
year (2013) compared to a UDOT portion of $10,000. In future years the EWCRPO partners
will bear 100% of the costs of the RPO ($32,000) with no monies coming from UDOT.
Commissioner Eardley pointed out that $32,000 is more than the yearly match provided by
the MPO communities.

Mr. Arthur LeBaron noted that membership in the RPO is voluntary. He stated that he
believes the RPO has been a very positive and helpful organization for the member entities.
Mr. LeBaron asked the other RPO communities if they take advantage of Joint Highway
Committee Small Urban funds. Leeds, Toquerville, and LaVerkin do not currently access
those funds. Due to the need for match money for Small Urban funds grants, Hurricane can
only afford to utilize those funds about every five years. Also, there is a minimum request
for Small Urban funds of one million dollars.

Mr. LaBaron stated that as part of the MPO, the RPO entities could take advantage of all of
those monies not currently being utilized by the rest of the RPO region. And membership in
the MPO could provide a louder voice in local planning and regional project prioritizations.

Mr. Lee did point out that the MPO funding is federal funding which comes with its own
regulations.

Mr. Lee listed some of the projects being partially funded by the MPO which benefit the
entire region, including the RPO area. Some of these projects include the Southern
Parkway, the Northern Corridor, the I-15 Mile Post 0 to 16 project, and others.

Mr. Todd Edwards inquired if the MPO would become too large of a committee once the
RPO might join. Mr. Lee noted that is a consideration.

Mayor Wilson stated that he personally has an interest in pursuing this option; Toquerville
and LaVerkin concurred. . Mr. Cottam indicated that there were still a number of questions
and issues that would need to be worked out such as the vote shares, etc., and that he
would like to see more of that information, but was supportive to move forward. Mr.
Fawcett indicated that Mayor Hirschi did not want anything that would cost Hurricane more

money.
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Mr. Dana Meier from UDOT inquired what the timing of such a change might be. Mr. Lee
answered that the RPO and MPO could push hard and fast to make a decision by October 1,
2012, but there are many factors that need to be looked at. Federal Highways has indicated
that they want the MPO and RPO moving forward with the issues and as long as that is
happening they could allow up to an additional year to complete.

Mr. Meier inquired if the merging of the RPO to the MPO would include all members of the
current RPO. Mr. Lee responded that entities not delineated on the FHA map as an urban
cluster can still be considered for inclusion by the MPO. There was further discussion
regarding the status of the communities of Virgin, Rockville, and Springdale. Currently the
RPO has tried to represent their needs and interests.

Mr. Lee inquired of the RPO members if there was consensus to continue to investigate the
possibility of merging the EWCRPO into the DMPO. The answers were affirmative. Mr. Lee
and Commissioner Eardley agreed to take the issue to the upcoming MPO Dixie
Transportation Executive Council (DTEC) to discuss vote shares, costs to each new member
community, and the extent of new boundaries.

OTHER/FUTURE TOPICS
A. RPO expansion to include Virgin, Rockville, and Springdale.
B. Report from Mr. Lee at next RTEC meeting on August 23, 2012 at 1:30 in LaVerkin City.

ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm.
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