
Minutes of the City of Woodland Hills City Council Work Session held on November 13, 2018 in the City of Woodland Hills Council Chambers.

WORK SESSION 

CONDUCTING:  Mayor Wendy Pray

COUNCIL PRESENT:						STAFF PRESENT:

Mayor Wendy Mayor Pray					Chris Helvey, Dir. of Finance
Council Member David Pratt-electronically			Jody Stones, City Recorder
Council Member Kari Malkovich					Corbett Stephens, Public Works Dir. 
Council Member Paul MacArthur				Craig Northup, Fire Chief
Council Member Dorel Kynaston
Council Member Larry Henry


Mayor Pray opened the work session at 6:05 p.m and welcomed Mayor Kurt Christensen from Salem City as well as Mayor Bill Wright from Payson and Mayor Steve Leifson from Spanish Fork. 

Mayor Christensen explained that the cities of Salem, Payson and Spanish Fork are currently in a lawsuit with SESD, and since Woodland Hills is part of SESD he wanted to talk with the Council.  So far SESD has spent over $200,000 on legal fees and lobbyists, and the only way for SESD to cover their costs is to pass those costs down to the users, which include the residents of Woodland Hills. SESD has filed a lawsuit over an issue that was settled 20 years ago in the Utah Supreme Court. The administration at SESD 20 years ago is the same administration that is at SESD today.  They are fighting an issue that was resolved 20 years ago at the expense of those who they provide service to. The issue SESD is fighting is, “Do they have a right to provide power in Salem, Payson or Spanish Fork?” The answer to that in Mayor Christensen’s mind is “no”.  SESD feels they have a case due to the 17B legislation. SESD wants to change the contract in place with the other cities.  

Council discussed with the mayors’ annexation areas that are currently part of each of their cities, future plans for annexations, and the area that would be serviced by SESD. 

Mayor Bill Wright from Payson spoke to the Council about a lawsuit Payson had with SESD regarding some power poles that need to be moved.  

Mayor Steve Leifson is frustrated by the lawsuit and would like SESD to work with the cities. Through SESD, Woodland Hills is telling the residents of Spanish Fork how to provide power to their residents. He respectfully asked the Council to tell SESD to stop the lawsuit. 

Mayor Christensen explained one of SESD’s concern is the cities are taking away areas that SESD could provide service to.  SESD has grown at twice the rate of Payson over the last 10 years. He wanted the Council to consider what the residents of Woodland Hills gain by the lawsuit. The only one who can stop the lawsuit is SESD.  

Mayor Steve Leifson expressed the only thing Spanish Fork wants to do is serve their residents with power. 

Mayor Bill Wright indicated the three cities have tried multiple times to negotiate, and SESD is unwilling to budge on their position.  	

Council Member MacArthur explained that he is an attorney and what he is hearing from the Mayors is, “Is Woodland Hills willing to exert some influence as someone who has a seat on the SESD Board?”  He is only willing to speak for himself, but he would like to hear what SESD has to say and then sit down and see how to end the lawsuit, 

Council Member Kynaston felt it was crazy that big money is being thrown away. 


Council Member Malkovich noted that Woodland Hills has only one of seven seats on the SESD Board. 
  

Council Member Pratt made the comment that he appreciates the mayors coming to the Council and feels it would be appropriate for the Council to become more active.  

Mayor Bill Wright wanted to bring the information to the Council’s attention.  

Council Member Malkovich appreciated what Spanish Fork, Salem and Payson have done for Woodland Hills. 

Commemorative Statue- Mark and Debbie Bracken 

Council Member Henry informed the Council that he spoke with Mark and Debbie Bracken and they were planning on attending the City Council Meeting not the Work Session. 

 Bell Subdivision Concept 

Carol Bell introduced Steve McCleary who she has hired to develop the property.  

Mr. McCleary explained that the approach they have used is from a mother nature point of view. He feels the design is both a win for the surrounding residents as well as a win for the Bells.  They have chosen to re-engineer the plan to be more pleasing to Woodland Hills.  They are not trying to get rid of what Woodland Hills is known for, but they are proposing that they be allowed to do additional grading beyond what is currently allowed in the City on Lots 3 thru 5.  He feels that the plan they are proposing is safer for everyone and will open up space. They want to have space between building lots without the risk of trees catching on fire. He would like to move the subdivision forward with a preliminary and final plat approval at the same time.  He feels he has covered all his bases.  All proposed lots are within the current zoning.  He feels the plan is less invasive and more controlled. 

Council Member Malkovich wanted to ensure that the length of the cul-de-sac and the required number of fire hydrants are per code.  

Council Member Kynaston would like the developer to consider putting in dry sewer.  

Council Member Pratt voiced he is not in favor of granting preliminary and final approval at the same meeting.  He feels there is a reason to have time between the two.

Brian Gabler, City Engineer with LEI mentioned no formal review of the plat has been done and he has only provided some feedback.  The grading plan is a concern and the Planning Commission made their approval conditional upon a grading plan being included with the preliminary plan submission, so details of the site plan could be examined in greater detail.  

Council Member Henry mentioned the driveways on lots #4-5 are rather long and wanted to make sure they comply with City Standards.  

Mr. McCleary assured the Council the driveways did not exceed City Standard. He reiterated he is not trying to get rid of the brand of Woodland Hills.  He is only trying to improve on the safety.  

Council exchanged contact information with Mr. McCleary. 

Commissioner Frandsen felt there might be a need for the City to change City Ordinance in order to consider the plan being proposed.  Current City Ordinance states a developer cannot grade anything that is anything more than a 35% grade.  

Council indicated they would consider adjusting the ordinance.  

Council Member Henry expressed concern for the residents around the proposed development. 

Carol Bell would like to know the time frame the Council would be looking at.  

The Council along with Commissioner Frandsen felt it would be a couple of months. 


3. Boy Scouts of America 

Mayor Pray reported she had a meeting last week with a representative from the BSA.  The BSA is looking ahead to when the LDS Church is no longer a chartering member of the organization, and they are looking for groups that want to sponsor and charter groups.  The BSA would love for the City to charter a group.  The bonus Mayor Pray sees for the BSA is that City chartered group could use City facilities, and the City would not have to charge them.  

Council Member MacArthur would like to gauge the interest in the community.  

Council Member Henry felt that if the City sponsors the organization they need to be willing to sponsor other organizations.  He feels the interest would be primarily amongst the 8 to 12-year-old boys and girls. 

Council Member Pratt would feel more comfortable with the proposal if the proposal came from a resident and not the BSA. 

Wayne Frandsen mentioned he has been a life-long scouter, and there are many unknowns right now.  There is more to chartering than sponsoring and providing a place to meet. 

Chris Helvey felt the Council should check with the City Attorney first to find out what kind of liability the City would be assuming. 


4. Honorary Colonel Utah County Sheriff 

Deputy Morgan explained the honorary colonels are volunteers who would work to support and raise funds for police departments. 

Council Member Henry brought to the attention of Mayor Pray that Mark and Debbie Bracken are now in attendance and he requested that they be allowed to address the Council. 

Commemorative Statue- Mark and Debbie Bracken 

Jonah Lee would like to create a fire memorial at the City Park for his Eagle Project.  He is asking for permission to send out a survey to the residents of Woodland Hills and see if there is an interest in donating funds to a commemorative statue.  If there is an interest, he would then look at how much residents are willing to donate and the type of the statue. 

Council felt it would be helpful for the survey to show examples of a statue along with the cost associated with the different examples. 

Council agreed to the distribution of a survey.  

Jonah Lee will work with the Mayor as to the content of the survey. 

Mayor Pray informed the Council the City will be submitting a letter to the County on Friday indicating the City plans on participating in the EWP program.  The letter outlines some potential projects the City may need.  The projects include help building defense walls around homes, rock channels to direct mudflow, retention basins, security cameras, a weather station, spraying for noxious weeds, as well as re-seeding. 

Council Member Kynaston provided the Council with a handout.  He would love to have an ice rink in the City.  Spent a week looking at different options.  After input from several residents in the community he would like to purchase a few different items at a total cost of $1225.97.  He feels it would be money well spent and is planning for the funds to come from the park budget. 


5. Council Reports on County Assignments
a. Utah Home Builder Assoc.- Council Member Henry; No report. 

b. Public Safety- Council Member Kynaston; No report.  

c. South Utah Valley Solid Waste District - Council Member MacArthur; No report. 

Mayor Pray mentioned Goshen has a small transfer station. 

Council Member Henry asked about recycling. 

Mayor Pray indicated Waste Management has sent the City new rates for recycling.  Right now, the City is funding a portion of the recycling costs. 

Resident Bob Ottley expressed it is morally incorrect for residents to pay for recycling and for Waste Management to dump it in the landfills.

Mayor Pray remarked several residents have seen Waste Management dump recycling cans into the normal garbage truck. The recycling program in the City is voluntary, and residents do have the option of opting out.  The City is looking at moving to a weekly pick up of the recycling. 


d. Utah Lake Commission - Council Member Malkovich; No report. 
 
e. South Utah County Animal Shelter- Council Member Pratt; No report. 

f. SESD and South Utah Valley Dispatch Center - Mayor Pray; - Mayor Pray reported the South Utah Valley Dispatch Center is in the process of doing an annual review of the Director.  The Mayor is impressed with the Director and feels he is doing a great job. The City is planning to test the sirens on the first Saturday of the month. The message that will be broadcasted will be “Test, Test.”.  Residents that have signed up for the emergency system should also receive a text, email or phone call.  In an emergency event the siren will only sound.     

SESD- Mayor Pray explained that Mayor Christensen had called her and wanted to address the Council.  There are communication problems on both SESD’s side and the other cities.  Payson’s annexation plan would double their current city limits, but a property cannot be annexed until a property owner asks to annex.  West Mountain is in Payson’s annexation plan, but at some point West Mountain could be their own city and never annex into Payson. This causes serious future planning challenges for SESD. The comments made by the mayors earlier in the meeting in regards to expenses are not totally accurate.  While their view may be the problem was solved 20 years ago, SESD did not feel the decision made 20 years ago was fair.  SESD believes they owe something to their customers and should protect their customers now and in the future.  Currently, Woodland Hills residents pays lower electric rates than others in non-SESD areas.  

Commissioner Frandsen felt it would be good to have some follow up with SESD based upon the presentation of the other Mayors.  We want our neighboring cities to know we are concerned. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Council Member Malkovich brought to the Council’s attention that Hilary Weeks would like to do a fundraising concert for the residents of Paradise, CA. Donations can be made to the City and the City will forward those donations to Paradise.  

Santa will be coming to Woodland Hills the Saturday prior to Christmas Eve. 
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Mayor Pray called to order the City Council meeting at 9:25 p.m.


INVITATION TO SAY PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
Council Member Henry invited those who wished to participate to stand and say the Pledge of Allegiance with him. The Pledge was then given.
 
INVOCATION   
Council Member MacArthur offered the invocation


PUBLIC COMMENT 
                
Steve Dickert wanted the Council to know the developers of Summit Creek will be contesting the road reimbursement.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
  
City Council Meeting Minutes from September 11, 2018

MOTION: Council Member MacArthur MOVED to approve the minutes of the City Council Meeting per the Mayor’s changes. 

SECOND: Council Member Henry seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Unanimous (4-0). 
             
                                  
BUSINESS & DISCUSSION 

Adoption of Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 

Mayor Pray indicated the proposed Ordinance is more detailed than the emergency Resolution that was passed during the wildfire.  The Planning Commission has reviewed the Ordinance and held a public hearing. 

MOTION:  Council Member Malkovich MOVED to approve the Ordinance.  
SECOND:  Council Member MacArthur seconded the motion. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mayor Pray did a roll call vote.  
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.   

2. Security Cameras 
Mayor Pray suggested that if the Council wished to discuss the placement of security cameras they should do so in an executive session.   

Prior to moving into an executive session the Council agreed to discuss any miscellaneous items. 
  
F. MISCELLANEOUS 

Mayor Pray informed the Council that discussion dealing with gates in the City will be on the December City Council meeting agenda.  Bucky Gay has requested that discussion of the gates be on the same agenda as the road reimbursement and the bonds. 

Council Member Henry asked if the Lisonbee’s complaint had been addressed. 

Mayor Pray reported the complaint has been taken care of. She felt it was ironic that someone would send an email threatening to sell their house and then ask for civility amongst neighbors. 

Council Member Kynaston would like the Council to consider putting out a monthly update on the progress of fiber installation in the utility bills. 

Council Member Malkovich is planning on doing it weekly.  

Corbett Stephens mentioned he has gotten a request from the Richards to move the jersey barriers in front of their home. His concern with moving them is the City may not be able to put them back in place fast enough before an event happens. 

Mayor Pray commented that the problem with moving them is the City puts everyone else in danger.  

Council discussed removing the barriers and the decision was made to leave them where they are, but they would explore all possibilities to help alleviate the imposition on the Richards. 

MOTION:  Council Member Kynaston made the MOTION to move into and Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. 
SECOND:  Council Member MacArthur seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Mayor Pray called for a roll call vote. 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Council moved into an executive session at 9:45 p.m. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Henry made the MOTION to close the closed session and reconvene the council meeting and close the City Council Meeting upon reconvening. 
SECOND:  Council Member MacArthur seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mayor Pray did a roll call vote. 
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously. 


ADJOURN 

City Council Meeting was adjourned. 



_________________________________
Jody Stones, City Recorder


