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Approved Meeting Minutes

from the

Thursday, August 8, 2012
Meeting at the Sugar House Garden Center

Advertised Agenda

I. Call to Order

II. Approval of Special Event and Athletic Field Use

-- Event Requests Requiring Appearance Before Board for Approval –

Daniel Berg, Highland Ute Conference Football, 
                                       Sept. 8, 15, Oct. 13, 27

(DBergUteFootball.pdf)

Jeramy Evans, Trybe Rugby, 2013 season (Trybe Rugby Goal Anchor Drawings.pdf)


                                                                     (Soccer Lacrosse Usage Calendar.pdf)

Brad Davis, Mountain Valley Seed Co., Oct. 27

(PDF file page 1)
Raygan Schieving, Questar/United Way, Sept. 29
(PDF file page 7)
Zach Opie, private, Oct. 27



(PDF file page 11)
Deanna Naylor, Impact United Soccer, Sept. 8...
(PDF file page 15)
John Russell, Pioneer YSA Stake, Aug. 13

(PDF file page 19)
Eric Porter, private, Sept. 22



(PDF file page 23)
Darrell Davis, Contender Bicycles, Thursdays

(PDF file page 27)

Hazel Rimmasch, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Wells Fargo horse
                                                                                   stage coach request


-- Event Requests Not Requiring Appearance Before Board for Approval --
Hector Astuahuaman, Peruvian Friends, soccer field
(paper copy)


III. Approval of Minutes from June 14 Meeting



IV.  4th of July Celebration Fireworks Report 
Scott Workman   


V. Discussion of Save the Sugar House Trees Effort 

VI. Financial Matters


VII. President’s Report


VIII. Other Business


IX. Adjournment


Call to Order

Mark Morris called the Sugar House Park Authority Board meeting to order at 6:06 pm.
  
Board members present were:  Mark Morris, Elizabeth MacGregor, Wayne Johnson, George Sumner, Mark Kittrell and Lauren Shurman. 
Board members not present were:  Mark Danenhauer, Joedy Lister and Alden Breinholt.
County staff member present was Craig Cheney.

Mark M. briefly explains to the audience how and why the park board is organized to manage the park.
Approval of Special Event and Athletic Field Use Requests

Jeramy Evans, Trybe Rugby

(no-show)

Brad Davis, Mountain Valley Seed Co. and Andrew Israelsen, Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers
Brad held the first annual pumpkin regatta last year in the park pond and it was very successful with about 200 people attending.  This year they are anticipating 350.  They also reserve the Fabian Lakeside Pavilion and will make a special effort, as last year, to clean everything up.
Due to other events at the park on both the 27th and 20th of October, the board discusses which date would be better.  The board asks the next event organizer, Zach Opie, if this would interfere with his event request on October 27?  Since his event is in the morning, it shouldn’t interfere with their afternoon event.


Lauren also asks about the pond’s water level.  Is it deep enough?

Wayne makes a motion to approve the second annual giant pumpkin regatta on October 27.
Mark K. seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Zach Opie, private group
Zach is requesting to hold his first race event.  It will be costume-oriented and he is requesting October 27.  He will charge an admission to cover the event costs and will donate any extra proceeds to an orphanage in Honduras.  (Zach was adopted from an orphanage in Honduras.)
Zach had not requested a specific pavilion. 

Wayne makes a motion to approve this event on October 27 subject to:
rental of the Big Field Pavilion.

Mark K. seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Raygan Schieving, Questar for United Way Fundraiser
Raygan is requesting to hold a fundraising 5k event for their company employees.  At this time it is not known which pavilions are available. 

Lauren makes a motion to approve this event on September 29 subject to:
rental of a pavilion.

George seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Deanna Naylor, Impact United Soccer
Deanna is requesting the southeast field for their youth soccer program.  They will need to bring in a portable soccer goal for their season and they will tell the parents to park along 1700 East.
They will be there for seven Saturdays from September 8 through November 3 except for October 20, UEA weekend, and September 22 is already reserved by the Girl Scouts of Utah.

George makes a motion to approve the use of the Southeast Field for Impact Soccer on Saturdays except for 9/22 and 10/20.

Mark K. seconds the motion.
Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

John Russell, Pioneer YSA Stake
John is requesting to hold a 5k run/walk to raise goods for local refugee groups.   This is short notice because they plan on holding the event next Monday, August 13.  They have already reserved the Big Field Pavilion.  

Wayne makes a motion to approve this event on August 13.

Elizabeth seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Eric Porter, private group
Eric is requesting to hold a 5k event in order to raise funds for his severely autistic son’s 2013 therapy sessions.  Fees range from $1200 to $1500 monthly.  

The three dates requested conflict with other already approved park events.  The board suggests October 20 and to begin the race at a later time in order to minimize the conflict with another running event at the park.  The board’s policy is to not schedule more than two events in the same day.

Wayne makes a motion to approve this event on October 20 starting a 9 am at the Sugar Beet Pavilion.

Elizabeth seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Darrell Davis, Contender Bicycles
Darrell is requesting to hold his cyclocross skills clinics at the park on Thursdays from September 27 through November 1.  This is the fourth or fifth year they have held these clinics at the park and this year’s is the same as those in the past.  They gather in the northwest corner of the park for barrier practice followed by laps in small groups around the park perimeter.  They have not caused any damage.  The biggest concern has always been any conflicts with runners/joggers and the cyclists are instructed to be courteous. 
Lauren asks Darrell to have the signs posted as per last year.

Wayne makes a motion to approve this event and to exempt them from appearing before the board for future bicycle clinic requests.
Elizabeth seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Hazel Rimmasch, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Hazel is here on behalf of Wells Fargo Bank, which sponsors the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society event already approved for October 13.  A few years ago they were given permission to bring the Wells Fargo horses and stage coach to the park for the event and Hazel is requesting to do that for this year’s event.
The coach and horses will all stay on the pavement.
Mark K. makes a motion to approve bringing the Wells Fargo coach and horses to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s October 13 event.
Wayne seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Hazel asks what the procedure is for holding a fireworks show at the park.  Wayne says that you would have to go through Salt Lake City for permits.  Of course, the park board would have to approve it also.
Daniel Berg, Highland Ute Conference Football
Daniel is requesting use of the main soccer field area for this fall’s Ute Conference football.  Their home games are on Saturdays:  September 8, 15, 29, October 13 and 27.  They also use the Highland High School property for another field.  This is about the third year they have used the park for their games.   They encourage parking at Highland High parking lots.  

September 29 and October 13 are problematic due to other, already approved activities on the soccer field.  Daniel asks if he can be approved for September 8, 15 and October 27, and then Craig will contact the parties who have the events on September 29 and October 13 and find out the times that the soccer field is available. 
Lauren makes a motion to approve use of the soccer field by Highland Ute Conference Football on September 8, 15 and October 27.
George seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Brad Davis, Mountain Valley Seed Co. and Andrew Israelsen, Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers (follow-up)
Brad states that they just learned of a conflict with the approved October 27 date and ask if they can move it to October 20.

Elizabeth makes a motion to change the event date of the second annual giant pumpkin regatta from October 27 to October 20.

Mark K. seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

4th of July Celebration Fireworks Report

Scott Workman
Scott distributes his event budget to the board members.  He “pulled it off!”

Scott had less costs due to Media One advertising.  The costs of the fireworks and security were less also.  Media One will probably not partner with Scott.  The event isn’t what they expected.

The vendors were mostly happy.  Scott thinks that a maximum of 50 vendors would be best.

Scott talks about an insurance claim made by the owner of the stage.  Someone removed/vandalized some pins which secure the stage.  When the owner got on top of the stage the next day to remove it, it tipped and caused the owner to fall off.  He was injured and hospitalized and filed a claim against Scott regarding no park security the night after the event.
Noel Versteeg, park supervisor, poached a parking lot and pavilion for his family.  Wayne will bring this up with him.
Scott wants to meet again to discuss plans for next year.
Other Business (part 1)
Dying Ducks
Tiffany Davis is here to discuss the mass die-off of wildlife at the park pond over this past weekend.  The news media reported on this.  Tiffany had contacted Animal Services over the weekend, but there was little they could do.  Tiffany asks what can be done to avoid this tragedy in the future.

Wayne has consulted with the Board of Health about this issue.  The park crews collected 123 dead ducks, which are dying from avian botulism.  The pond is shallow enough in a number of places that the disease thrives in the mud.  What can be done to minimize this problem?
· Drain the pond to discourage ducks from being there.  Still, it exposes the mud and any ducks there could get infected.

· Keep the pond full.  This isn’t a problem for a summer season following a winter and spring with a high water content.  Salt Lake City manages a well at the park, but they would not pump more water into the creek just for this purpose.
· Dredge the pond.  This was done about 15 years ago.  It is very expense (a million dollars) and wouldn’t be done just for the ducks.

· (Re)install pond aerators.  They had them, but had stopped working a number of years ago.
· Turn the pond into a wetland.

· Timely removal of sick and dead ducks.  This isn’t a solution for the ducks, but it minimizes exposure to the public.

Tiffany talks about the suffering the ducks went through and how traumatic it was on the public.  Some of the birds had been named.
On another matter, Tiffany points out the large amount of trash around the basketball courts and how it blows into the creek.  She suggests that trash cans be moved closer to the courts and that “no littering” signs be placed there.  The board comments that the park just put in new rules signs of which “no littering” is listed.   

Discussion of Save the Sugar House Trees Effort
Danielle and Jessica

Mark M. explains that Danielle and Jessica have created an on-line petition to save some of the trees slated to be removed because of the PRATT trail along the southern border of the park.  They have met with Walt Gilmore, Salt Lake County Parks Planning and with Martin Jensen, Salt Lake County Parks & Recreation.
Danielle says they took a walk-through with Walt and Martin along the trail path.  There doesn’t seem to be a clear consensus on what trees are to be removed between the PRATT and County.  The design plan in 2007 listed 20 trees and the 2009 plan listed 25 trees.  Even the walk-through doesn’t agree with plans in regard to the number of trees to be removed.  They identified six trees that could be saved either by narrowing the trail, or cutting roots or over trimming over hanging branches.  What can SHPA do about this?
They are aware of the financial costs being incurred by the County in regard to re-examining the trail design plans.

The width of the trail, including the required side buffer zones, is to be 18 feet wide.  Possibly 3 more trees could be saved if the trail was narrowed.  The construction time-line has been put off and this opens the door to re-examining the trail’s path design.  

Lauren explains that SHPA gave PRATT an easement and doesn’t have the authority to dictate the trail path’s design.  We would have re-examine the documents.  Mark M. states that because federal funding is being used, PRATT must abide by those design rules.   He is going to talk with one of the former PRATT board members to get more information about this.
Jessica asks about other sections of the PRATT trail.  Is it 18 feet wide the whole way?

Mark M. reiterates that the agreement with PRATT is that the park will receive 2 new trees for each one removed.  The new trees may be planted where ever they are needed in the park.  This will help change the park’s tree canopy.  Jessica asks about survival rates of new trees – can it be guaranteed?  Why cut down mature trees and replace them with “stick” trees whose survival rate is questionable?  Isn’t it one of the park’s characteristics – to have mature trees?  Mark M. agrees, but our collective objective here is to construct a trail through the park.
Danielle asks about the alignment of the trail and argues that it was made before the roadway was re-aligned, made into a one-way road and before the designated pedestrian walkway was added.  This isn’t true.  The park road was re-aligned decades ago.  Yet, Danielle uses this as a premise for re-evaluating the trail’s path through the park.

Jessica criticizes the 2008 park master plan.  Only 138 comments about the trail isn’t a significant amount of data.  She hopes [SHPA] “didn’t pay for this study.”  Mark M., whose is a professional landscape architect, says that 138 comments is actually a high response.  It is very hard to get public input on matters such as these.  It is not accurate to criticize a professional company about this.
Danielle asks the board to agree to minimize tree loss by re-evaluating trail width and instead perform tree root mitigation in lieu of removing trees.  The board makes no commitment to this request.
Mark M. will invite Walt Gilmore, the County’s project manager to come to a meeting to discuss these issues.
Mark M. encourages Danielle and Jessica to use their interest in the park in order to increase tree donations.
Approval of Special Event and Athletic Field Use Requests, part 2
The following request is not required to appear before the board for approval.
Hector Astuahuanman, Peruvian Friends
Hector is requesting the use of the soccer field on either August 25 or September 1 for playing soccer with friends.

Elizabeth makes a motion to approve use of the soccer field on either August 25 or September 1.

Mark K. seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Financial Matters

In the post-July activity, there is a line item of $35.20.  This is the balance left over from the $7,500 contribution by Salt Lake County in support of the Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration event.  The funds were used to pay vendors for the event and this is the balance.

The board approves a $35.20 check to be cut directly to Scott Workman’s Sugar House Fireworks organization.
? makes a motion to approve the financial statements for June and July.
? seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed.
Other Business (part 2)
Wayne provides a status update for the following:

· For the Draw under 1300 East, the construction bids are being “rebundled” for the tunnels and roads.  Then, a separate bid will put out for the artwork and hoodoos.  This will save money.

· Told Walt he is in breach of contract about the timeline for landscaping the berm.  Walt agreed and will set up an account to get this done.  Landscaping design is being done now.  Construction should start by the end of October.

Lauren says she will write a letter to Walt to confirm our understanding of the landscaping agreement.

[Wayne leaves]

President’s Report
Mark M. says that Mark D. has written a letter to the County requesting matching CIP funds for a new restroom.

George and Joedy are in the process of being approved by the City.  Approval requires an appearance before the City Council.
Lauren asks if the maintenance contract renewal with the County has been signed yet?  Craig says this is the reason SHPA has yet to be reimbursed for the May and June reservations.  Mark M. will follow up on this.
Lauren hasn’t heard any news on the by-laws.
Approval of Minutes from the June 14, 2012 Meeting

Approval is tabled because there is no quorum since Wayne left.
Other Business (part 3)
Lauren comments about the condition of the benches around the playground.  Craig will contact the park staff to see if the benches can be repaired or if they need to be replaced.  
Lauren also comments on the new park signs, stating the laminate is separating.  Craig will find the agreement with Allied Signs and get the warranty information.
Elizabeth says there is graffiti on the back of the Garden Center entrance sign.

Mark M. says that the construction of the Draw will start this Fall.
Adjournment
Lauren makes a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Time is 8:30 pm.

