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January 3rd, 2019


Meeting Minutes
 
Town Council Members Present:   Mayor Brenda Kozlowski- Presiding; Brent Broadhead, Mike Smith, Vaughn Rasband, Darrel Nish - Excused
Staff: Planner-Brian Preece, Clerk-Arlene Buehler, Public Works-Dave Hendricksen. 
Public: Eric Bunker, Bob Kowallis, Mike Johnston, Bill Maxfield, Carole Jackman, and Alan Brown.
Meeting called to order: 7:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance: Vaughn Rasband
Opening Prayer: Mike Smith
Meeting Minutes for December 2018: Brent Broadhead makes a motion to accept the minutes for December 2018, Vaughn Rasband seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Minutes are approved as written.
Financials for December 2018:  Mike Smith makes a motion to accept the Financials for December 2018, Brent Broadhead seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. The Financials for December 2018 are approved.
Public Comment: None
Ordinance #2019-01 Plat Amendment for Weathervane Station, Vacating A Portion of 2170 West – Brian Preece states that as he understands it, there was a mis-communication with the construction of the road drawings and the plat drawings. The road was built in the correct place but the plat drawings have it drawn slightly off to one side. So we need to adjust it and record it in the proper location. Brian explains that when we go to record the new plat we will record the ordinance first and then the plat in that order. Mike Johnston with Summit Engineering apologizes for having to take up the council’s time to correct this error and he states that this error was discovered when Mike Peterson was looking into selling one of the lots and proceeding it needs this corrected. Mike Johnston explains that one of the lots will be slightly smaller and another one of the lots will be slightly larger. When vacating the road the town also needs to terminate the public utilities easements so they can be adjusted also. Also in the motion we need to include giving the Mayor approval to sign the deed to the owner of lot two the gap or additional acreage. Mike Smith makes a motion to open up the public hearing. Vaughn Seconds the motion.
Public Hearing: Eric Bunker asks about the water easements, he doesn’t see it on this plat. Mike Johnston states he will look into it but since we are not creating new easements, he didn’t think they needed to include them. It was then suggested that they are shown on the plat as existing easements before it is recorded. After more discussion on locations of the easements, Mayor Kozlowski closes the public hearing.
Mayor Kozlowski asks for comments from the council and Brent Broadhead states he would like to see the final plat before we vote. Mayor Kozlowski states that we will verify all of the items discussed before any of the required signatures will sign off on the plat so it is not necessary to postpone the voting. Mike Smith makes a motion to approve the ordinance # 2019-01 to vacate a portion of the 2170 west to include the utility easements and give the Mayor authority to sign the quit claim deed for the additional property for lot 2. Vaughn Rasband seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
           X





Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           X




Council Member - Darrel Nish 

                                                            X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
           X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

           X

Motion carries ordinance #2019-01 is approved.

Mike Smith makes a motion to approve the amended plat with the changes that they include the existing irrigation easement to the plat. Vaughn Rasband seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
           X





Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           X




Council Member - Darrel Nish 

                                                            X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
           X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

           X

Motion carries.

Strong Vertical Gardens Default of Agreement- Mayor Kozlowski states that this is a hard issue and is a discussion for the council to decide what the next step is the best way to handle this situation. Vaughn Rasband asks when the specific default occurs and the clerk responds as of January 1, 2019 they are in default. Brian Preece states to the council that after looking into the situation closer he informs them that the Strong’s were never a premises occupation, it was considered agricultural and therefor never needed a business license through Charleston and so the only thing in default was the residency in the trailer on the property. Mayor Kozlowski asks that then if they move out of the trailer and reside off the property they could still continue their business is that correct? Brian Preece explains that in our ordinances back when they originally came to the town stated if they obtained a building permit they could reside on the property in a trailer temporarily for up to a year while they built their home. So the Strong’s obtained an electrical building permit and used that as a technicality to put up a bond of $2,500.00 allowing them the first year to build their home. Since then the town has updated the ordinance to state that an electrical permit was not enough to allow this type of situation again. However after the Strong’s first year was almost up they came to the town and explained they had ran into some difficulties and it had taken them more time than originally planned to get established and acquire the funding for building their home and requested an extension. The council at that time granted the extension and maintained their bond through the end of December 2018. An agreement was written up and signed by both the Mayor and Grant & Debbie Strong. After much discussion the council agrees that the best thing to do is to have the town attorney draft up a letter notifying the Strong’s of the default and that they must stop residency on the property and they have also defaulted on the bond as well. Vaughn Rasband makes a motion to ask the town attorney to draft a letter informing Grant and Debbie Strong that they had defaulted on their agreement to build a home on the property in the time they were allowed and also allowing them to reside on the property in a trailer while they were building, and because they are in default they must stop residency in this trailer, unhooking it from all utilities and septic within 60 days. Mike Smith seconds this motion. Voting is unanimous. Motion carries. The clerk is directed to contact the town attorney first thing Monday morning.
Premises Occupation- Vaughn Rasband states that we had previously discussed this and because he had missed the last few meetings because of surgery. Vaughn states as zoning officer he has been asked several times when is the town going to start enforcing the ordinances or stop getting into situations where we can’t enforce the town rules and regulations. Vaughn remembers Brian Preece stating that most other cities and towns down allow premises occupations and he feels like we should take this out of our ordinances and stop allowing them. This won’t affect anything that has already been approved but it will stop future situations that we don’t have the man power to regulate like it needs to be. The Mayor asks for comment from the council. Brent Broadhead states we will only be taking revenue away from the town. It is asked how much revenue these businesses brings to the town. Brian Preece states he wants to make sure the council is clear, there are two different type of occupations, home occupation and premises occupation and makes sure the council knows the difference between the two. Vaughn Rasband is only talking about the premises occupation where the business is operated on the property. The clerk states that these premises occupations bring in very little if any revenue to the town. After some discussion Vaughn Rasband makes a motion to take the issue to the Planning Commission and have them bring back their recommendation as to this issue and how best to resolve all of the issues of non-compliance and possible termination of this in our ordinance. Mike Smith seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
         


        X



Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           X




Council Member - Darrel Nish 

                                                            X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
           X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

           X

Motion carries.

Resolution #2019-01 Meeting Schedule for 2019 – Mayor Kozlowski asks the council if they are agree to maintain the same meeting schedule for the year 2019 as the prior year. The clerk states that after communication with the Planning Commission they are maintaining the same schedule as the prior year. Mike Smith makes a motion to approve resolution # 2019-01 The Meeting Schedule for 2019. Vaughn Rasband seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:

          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
           X



Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           X




Council Member - Darrel Nish 

                                                            X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
           X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

           X

Resolution #2019-01is approved.

Resolution #2019-02 Town Council Assignments 2019 – Mayor Kozlowski passes out the list she has worked out and reads off the assignments and asks the council if they are okay with what she has asked. After some discussion Vaughn Rasband makes a motion to accept Resolution #2019-02 Town Council Assignments with the change of moving Brent Broadhead from the roads to the park and in return moving Mike Smith from the park to the roads. Mike Smith seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
           X



Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           X




Council Member - Darrel Nish 

                                                            X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
           X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

           X

Resolution #2019-02 is approved.
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Maxfield asked Mayor Kozlowski if there was a time during the meeting to discuss other issues not scheduled to discuss and they informed them at the beginning of the meeting was the time but let them ask their question at this time. They wanted to know the status on annexation plan that the town has and what happened to the issue of obtaining sewer up on the highway in the commercial area. Mayor Kozlowski stated the sewer issue is still being worked on at this point. Brian Preece the city planner explained the annexation process and answered their questions before the council moved on to the next item on the agenda.
Discussion of Assistant/Treasurer – Mayor Kozlowski states she has watched the clerk  who works very hard and works extra hours as it is and she wants to find out the councils feelings and opinion on hiring another part time employee to help the clerk with filing and possibly doing the treasurer’s position. Mayor Kozlowski states if they hire another person they would also be able to fill in if the clerk was sick or took a vacation. Brian Preece reminds the Mayor that we have to be careful not to mix the financial officer and the treasurer’s position, it would be too easy to mix the too and the legislation doesn’t allow this. The clerk states as much as she would love to have some help with some of her duties she doesn’t feel like she could not keep another person busy for 4 to 5 hours a day and the town wouldn’t find anyone who wanted to work for only 1 or 2 hours a day if that. She states she is willing to work a few more hours a week but doesn’t really want to bump it up to 40 hours a week or 5 days a week. The Mayor states regardless of whether we hire another part time or not she feels like they need to give the clerk a raise. Vaughn Rasband states that he agrees we need to give r her a raise and appreciates all of her hard work and feels she does a good job. He also feels that if the town doesn’t need to pay an additional person for 4 to 5 hours a week then why should they. Mayor Kozlowski state that is fine and she agrees, and suggests giving the clerk a 7.5% raise. Mike Smith makes a motion to give Arlene Buehler the town clerk\recorder a 7.5% percent raise. Vaughn Rasband seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Mayor Kozlowski states that if she ever gets to the point where she is getting burned out or needs help please let them know so they can get help for her. They don’t want her to get to the point she is unhappy. 
Staff Reports: Brian Preece- reports that Mr. Bauer has finally gotten a temporary certificate of occupancy there is a few things that still need to be completed but he can still move in. He has most of the fire inspections completed for the business licenses. Arlene Buehler – reports it is year end and she is busy with quarterly, yearend reports, and business license renewal so she will be hopping for the next couple weeks. Vaughn – reports the roads are still a big issue and we all know the tax rate will need to be addressed this year. Brent Broadhead – Nothing to report. Mike Smith – Nothing to report. Dave Hendricksen – reports he no longer has to store the salt for the roads, he can just pull into Staker Parson’s and they will fill him up and they write it down and will bill us as we go. Mayor Kozlowski – reports we have not gotten the contract back from the school so we will not put the signs up until it is received. The signs were completely paid for by donations and the majority came from a anonymous donor. We also have the one sign for up on the new road that they had previously discussed and we can put that up as soon as possible. Mayor Kozlowski reminds the council of the officials thank you dinner on Wednesday January 16th at Soldier Hollow at 6:30 pm. Vaughn Rasband makes a motion to adjourn Mike seconds the motion. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
Submitted by Arlene Buehler – Clerk\Recorder
_________________________

