Hatch Town Board Meeting

December 19, 2018

Board Present:  Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Tony Dinges, Jim Kabonic and Chad Justus

Staff Present:  Kurt Sawyer, David Barnhurst and Kerri Justus

1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Eldredge began the meeting at 7pm with an opening prayer offered by Mayor Eldredge and Kerri Justus led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of November 14, 2018 Previous Minutes


Councilor Justus motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review November Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the invoices and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
Extra monthly invoices to be aware of:  Sterling Codifiers for $500 which is the annual fee for 2019 for the online code. Hughes Waste was $286, $250 of it was for dumpters.  Garfield County was $410 for building inspection for the year and $24,000 was for the 2009 Water Loan from State of Utah.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Garfield Memorial Hospital Sponsor Request
Garfield Hospital is looking for donations to give for the first baby of the new year at the hospital, the town has never donated to this before.  The town has donated to the foundation dinner in the past.  The council feels that this is more for private businesses to donate to instead of municipalities.  They do not feel like they need to donate to this.


5.2 Capital Improvements List Update
Nate Wiberg from Five County Association said the list that was sent out is the list from last January not the amended list with the General Plan on the list.  They are asking for new updated lists for the upcoming year.  Councilor Dinges and Councilor Riggs attended a meeting when they amended the list to put the General Plan on the list and Hatch was listed as #4 in the list to receive funding for that year. Councilor Justus motioned to have the following as the Capital Improvements list for the town and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous. The Town of Hatch would like to list on the one year plan:  Master Plan that Ensign Engineering has started working on in submitting funding for the town.  On the 2-5 year plan the town will list the main street improvements as the first project and then the 300,000 gallon water tank will be listed as the second project.
6. Ordinances
Jacie Torgersen checked in to the resort tax.  Escalante City and Dutch John implemented the Resort Tax by an ordinance through the town council.  Our attorney, Barry Huntington read through the law and said it needs to go on the ballot to pass.  Mayor Eldredge would like to get an opinion from David Church, a lawyer from Utah League of Cities and Towns.  We will need to check in to it more and see if we can get it on the ballot in November.  This is not something that will affect the local citizens.  This is something that needs to be discussed with the public.  The town will miss out on it for the next year

7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
November usage was 422,000 gallons from well #5.  They sent us the wrong pump and so Dave Barnhurst had to exchange it.  He put the pump in the firehouse so it will always be heated.  He has insulated the shallow meters.  The lights are out at the well so he will check on it when he is in Cedar next week and get them replaced. There has been a problem with the generator, it flipped the GFI switch.  The block heater is not working on it, it may need to be replaced



7.1.a Chlorine Cylinder Rental from Scholzen’s
Kerri Justus asked Ben Neilson about the bill from Scholzen’s.  Ben Neilson said this contract is for the Town of Hatch to have chlorine for use of emergency but he says that there are some repairs that need to be done to fix it.  Dave Barnhurst will check. Mayor Eldredge feels like if we did have a problem with the water we would have time to get a cylinder and treat the water.  The last time we used chlorine was when we put the new water system in and chlorinated the water.  Councilor Dinges thinks that we probably need to have it available to use on our system.  Dave Barnhurst will check with the state and see if the town is required to have a chlorinator on hand. The water system is generally inspected once a year. If we don’t have it up there we will for sure need it.  Mayor Eldredge wanted Kerri to check and see if the town could just buy a tank instead of leasing it.  Councilor Dinges motioned to pay $300 for a 5 year lease on the chlorine tank and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.  Councilor Kabonic opposed the motion.

7.2 Fire Department-

7.3 Road Department-


7.4 Parks & Recreation-
The bunco party will be on January 1st at 6pm.  They will set up for it at 5pm. He will have Jacie Torgersen make a flyer for it.


7.5 Grants-
If we do still want to do the resort tax there is a way that we can do that before the end of the year.  There would have to be a meeting held and have it be its own agenda item.  Kurt Sawyer wanted to know what the town was planning on doing with the money from the resort tax.  It would just be put in as part of the general fund.  If it doesn’t happen this month then it won’t happen until next year and we will miss out on the money for this year.  If the town needs to do it as an ordinance they will do it Wednesday, December 26th at 7pm.  Mayor Eldredge will talk to Jacie Torgersen and have her post a notice for the meeting.

7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
There have been several inquiries about building houses in the last month or so.  One of the inquiries was regarding the Garth Heap lot and they wanted to split the lot but it was too small.  Another inquiry they were looking at tearing a house down (behind Ben Neilson’s) and building another one.  There are also several people looking in to building new homes in town.
8. Unfinished Business

9. New Business
Katie Fischer will come talk to the town at the next meeting about fiber coming for South Central to the town next spring or summer.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, January 17, 2019 instead of Wednesday.
10. Adjournment
Councilor Justus motioned to adjourn the meeting and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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