


SAFETY NET MEETING         August 2, 2012

Participants:  Mike Leetham, Jean Goode, Linda Trujillo, Carolyn Hamblin, Jake Adams, Teresa Banks, Jan Thompson, Paul Murphy, Shelli Mecham, Colleen Tucker, Lawrence Barlow, Mark Timpson, Jan Judd, Candace Babb, Gordon Gunn,  Russell Brigham.  Bonnie Peters called in from Salt Lake City.

Welcome and introductions were made by Mike.  The minutes were reviewed and corrections were made.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Carolyn, seconded by Teresa, and approved unanimously.

Presention on the Utah Food Bank:
Linda Trujillo presented information on the services provided by the Utah Food Bank.  A branch opened in St. George last year and covers the area from I-70  south.  The issue of having a Food Pantry in Hildale was discussed.  Colorado City is currently served by St. Mary’s Food Bank in Arizona, and it was felt that this takes care of the entire area.  Jean will conduct a survey of Hildale residents to assess needs.

Strategic Planning Report:

Mike distributed a summary of Strategic Goals and reviewed the progress on the goals.  It was suggested to include Intermountain Specialized Abuse Treatment to the directory.  The number is 435-628-8075.These services are covered by a grant to help victims and perpetrators.

Safety Net is developing a newsletter which will be printed monthly to send to our current e-mail list of Safety Net members and available to anyone else who is interested.  Suggestions for the newsletter were encouraged.
Presentations are scheduled for the next few months and this was discussed as to suggestions for where presentations might be offered.  Jake volunteered to assist in training law enforcement personnel.  Lawrence commented on the benefits of bringing outside resources to provide a professional presence in the community.

April – June 2012 Quarterly Report

Mike distributed copies of the quarterly report and reviewed the activities that were included in the report.

Community and Agency Updates:

Jake mentioned the fire issues this season and expressed appreciation of help from Colorado City/Hildale.  This community cooperation has been so helpful in view of the extreme number of fires and emergencies this year.

Carolyn mentioned that the new fall semester gets started in a couple of weeks.  Enrollment is good.

Teresa and Jan brought up the new requirement for assessment of substance abuse for anyone applying for financial assistance.  They have a mental health counselor to assess positive testing and refer people to services.  They also talked about new information about employment opportunities.  Newsletters are available on line.  New employers in the area are Cal Ranch and Family Dollar.  Workshops are available on line to assist individuals.  Unemployment claims division will soon be completely on line.
Coleen Tucker reported on services at Job Corps which is a free technical school and open to those people between ages 16 and 24 who qualify for the program.  The program provides free housing, food, transportation, and a single parent program.  They also cover basic health and dental services.  She mentioned that about 7-8 people per month get into the program.
Mark talked about the Pioneer Day celebration and that 15 political candidates from the Phoenix area attended the celebration in Centennial Park.  They were able to discuss issues important to the Mohave Political Action Committee who primarily interface with political groups.
Paul announced an open house at his house on August 24 for Pat Merkley in recognition of her leaving  her position with Safety Net and moving permanently to Galveston, Texas.

Candace mentioned legislative changes happening in Arizona.  She also introduced Jan Judd as the new CPS staff member in Fredonia.

Gordon discussed legislative priorities to keep children in their homes.  Workers are being trained to apply intensive services in their clients’ homes.

Bonnie  talked about the family mentoring program with the Family Support Center and offered the possibility of this in Southern Utah.

June 2012 Conference Report

Mike distributed the  conference evaluation data which showed 100% rating of the conference as excellent or good.   Those are the most positive ratings for the conferences so far.  Mike reviewed some of the comments in the evaluations.  He reminded everyone that next year’s conference planning committee is getting under way and encouraged anyone interested in being on the committee to let him know.

Changing Meeting Location from St. George to Colorado City:

Mike brought up the changing of the meeting location for discussion.  Jan asked how the meetings will be available to people in Colorado City when they are held in Salt Lake City.  There is a number to call in for the Safety Net meeting and can be accessed from any telephone.

A motion was made by Jean to hold the meetings in Colorado City, seconded by Candace.  The motion passed to have the Safety Net Meetings at Mohave Community College every other month.

Paul moved the meeting adjourn, seconded by Jake, and the meeting adjourned at 11:00.

