
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 04, 2018
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.   

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Marlene Stowe, 
Louise Barnes, Guy Graham, Dan’l Lindsay, Greg Allen, City Attorney Barry Huntington
and City Recorder Stephanie Steed.  

Also present were Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Elaine Lott, Terence Tontlewicz, Julie Brugger and Ruthanne Oliver. 

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PERSONAL COMMENTS
ELAINE LOTT
Ms. Lott said she is wondering if anyone knows when the first Christmas Lights in Escalante were displayed. Ms. Lott said she asked around and her mom remembered in 1940-1950 they put a Christmas tree in the middle of the street with benches and the elementary students would do a program in front of the tree. Ms. Lott said she can remember when the big tree on Main Street would be lit up. Ms. Lott said there are a lot of good memories. Ms. Lott said she wants to compliment the City on the lights that were put up this year. Ms. Lott said they look awesome. Ms. Lott said it is such a wonderful time of year and she wants to thank the City and the workers for making our City look great for the Christmas Season.  

JULIE BRUGER
Ms. Brugger said she has heard people are not happy about paying $5.00 every time they go into the gym to play pickle ball. Ms. Brugger said the City should be happy people are coming out and keeping fit. Ms. Brugger and the City should be willing to help them and not charge them so much. Council member Barnes explained this is bad information. Council member Barnes said it is $25.00 a month not $5.00 a session. Council member Barnes explained what the City charges does not even cover the bills. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Lindsay, Barnes, Graham and Stowe voting aye.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 20, 2018 MEETING
Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2018 meeting as written. Council member Allen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Allen, Stowe, Lindsay and Graham voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said there was a work meeting with the City Council last week to work on the Short-Term Rental Ordinance. Council member Stowe explained the Public Hearing on this Ordinance will be January 22, 2018. Council member Stowe said this will give the public time to come with any comments or concerns. 

BRADLEY SPENCER /RUTHANNE OLIVER – NEW HOME - WATER AND SEWER
Council member Stowe said this project meets all the requirements and Planning and Zoning recommends the Council approves the project. Mayor Torgersen said this project also requires a new water and sewer connection. Council member Graham said there is no problem with the new water and sewer connections. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the new home and the new water and sewer connections for Mr. Spencer and Ms. Oliver. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Graham, Lindsay, Allen, Barnes and Stowe voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATES
Sheriff Perkins said November was a busy month. Sheriff Perkins explained the Sheriff’s Office visited all the schools in Garfield County. Sheriff Perkins said there has been some bullying issues in some of our elementary schools. Sheriff Perkins said they explained how bullying can affect kids.   

Sheriff Perkins explained he has been in contact with Lt. Governor Spencer Cox about Utah Election Laws. Sheriff Perkins said at this time a person only has to live in Utah for thirty days and does not have to have a valid Utah driver’s license to register to vote. Sheriff Perkins said he does not feel this is right. Sheriff Perkins said there will be a lot of debate in the future about this law.  

Sheriff Perkins said there was a lady found in Ticaboo in 1988 that was unidentified. 
Sheriff Perkins said after a lot of searching and DNA they finally have a positive match on who this lady was. Sheriff Perkins said she was from Mexico and is buried in Sandy. Sheriff Perkins said at this time the family is making arrangements to have her body moved to Mexico. Sheriff Perkins said he is glad they finally know who she is.  

Sheriff Perkins said there will be a County wide training at Ebenezer’s Bar and Grill on January 5th and welcomed the Council to attend. Sheriff Perkins said there will also be a lunch provided and he will be thanking the volunteers. 

CHRISTMAS PARK LIGHTS
[bookmark: _Hlk531596159]Council member Stowe said Tempe Jenkins bought new lights to decorate the City Park. Council member Stowe said she would like to donate $800.77 out of the Christmas Light budget to refund Mrs. Jenkins for the lights. Council member Stowe said she has contacted Mrs. Jenkins and if the City pays her for the lights they will belong to the City. Council member Stowe       made a motion to donate $800.77 to Mrs. Jenkins for the City Park Christmas lights. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Graham, Lindsay, Allen, Barnes and Stowe voting aye. 

CHRISTMAS DONATION FOR LENZA’S TRAIN
Council member Stowe said Mr. Wilson’s Christmas Train gets bigger and better every year. Council member Stowe said she would like to donate $500.00 to Mr. Wilson to help him with his gas and Christmas Light expenses. Council member Stowe said the Christmas Train is one thing everybody can come together and agree with. Council member Stowe made a motion to donate $500.00 to Lenza Wilson for his Christmas Train. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Graham, Allen, Barnes, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report at this time. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
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The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked all the people who have helped with the City Christmas lights throughout the years. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GREG ALLEN
Council member Allen said the fencing project is ongoing at the airport.  

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said the nativity scene by the Catholic Church needs to be repainted again. Council member Barnes said the wood is in great shape, but the fronts are piling off. 
Council member Barnes explained there is a gentleman from Cedar City that has a new set for the front that he will donate to the City. Council member Barnes said there is also a clear coat we can put on the fronts to protect them from the weather. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she remembers the first City Christmas lights in the late fifties. Council member Stowe said she appreciates everybody who has helped with them in the past and those who help with them now.  

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay had nothing to report at this time. 
 
UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Allen made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lindsay    seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Allen, Barnes and Lindsay voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time. 

Council member Barnes made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 p.m.
Council member Graham second the motion. Motion carried all in favor.



_____________________________________
Stephanie Steed / City Recorder

Date minutes approved:12/18/18  
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