Town of Hatch

November 14, 2018

Town Board Present:    Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Russ Riggs, Tony Dinges & Chad Justus

Staff Present:    Jacie Torgersen & Dave Barnhurst

Public Present:  Guy & Raquel Thompson

1. Meeting Called to Order


The meeting began at 7pm with Mayor Eldredge offering an opening prayer and Councilor Justus leading those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of October 17, 2018 Minutes


Councilor Justus motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review October Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Riggs motioned to approve the expenditures and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3.2 Extra Monthly Invoices

4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Letter of Credit for Judith Maus
A letter of credit was presented from the Truckee Meadows Water Authority in behalf of Judith Maus.  She has been a member since 2002 and is current on her bill and has not had any late charges or fees.  She has Kathy Forbes home since Kathy passed away.  Councilor Dinges motioned to accept the letter of credit in lieu of a deposit and Councilor Riggs 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.


5.2 Letter of Credit for Russell Evan & Chris Johnson
Russell Evan and Chris Johnson purchased the Myrna Delong home at 35 E Center Street.  They presented a letter of credit from Spanish Fork City where they had one late notice in the last twelve months.  Councilor Justus motioned to accept the letter of credit in lieu of a deposit and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion.


5.3 Enterprise Zone Designation
The town’s application has been approved and they have been designated as an enterprise zone.  All businesses in town have been notified of this designation by email.


5.4 Capital Improvements List Update
The council had a concern about the Capital Improvements list.  The town was supposed to have the general plan on the 1 year plan and it is not showing up there.  Jacie Torgersen will ask Josh Nowell from Ensign or Gary Zabriskie from Five County Association to see why it isn’t.  The council would like to review the list at the next meeting and make the designations at that time.


5.5 Use of Town Property
There was a camp trailer parked on the town property with someone living in it that has now been removed.  There is a concern about old equipment, cars and things that are being left on town property.  South Central will be coming to work in Hatch next summer to put in fiber.  Councilor Dinges suggested that the town send out a letter that in preparation for South Central individuals need to move their property off of the town’s right of way.  This notice can be sent out with the water bills.

5.6 December Meeting & Party
The town will have their Christmas Party at the Cowboy Smokehouse on December 3rd at 6pm.  Jacie Torgersen is working with them on the menu.  There will be a council meeting on December and it will be held on Wednesday, December 19th.


5.7 Update from Ensign Engineering on Funding Projects
Ensign was not able to attend the meeting this month.  They emailed Jacie Torgersen and told her that they have completed the application for the General Plan for CIB.

6. Ordinances

6.1 Ordinance 2018-07 Compensation of Officials
Councilor Riggs motioned to approve a $2 raise to the council due to the raising of the water rates.  They will be paid $42 monthly instead of $40.  Councilor Justus seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.


6.2 Resolution 2018-08 Raising Utility Rates
Councilor Riggs motioned to approve resolution 2018-08 raising the water bills $2 each connection a month.  Councilor Dinges seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
The town used 800,000 gallons from well #4 for October 2018.  Mr. Barnhurst has not been able to talk to Zina Chavers yet about her connection at Riverside.



7.1.a Water Tools for fixing lines
Mr. Barnhurst presented three estimates for the tools from Amazon.  It would be approximately $500 for a 2 inch NorthStar pump.  This has a Honda motor in it.  It would be $100 more for hoses to go with it.  It will be $430 for a 6 inch pipe vice on a stand.  These water tools are needed in repairing water lines.

Councilor Riggs suggested that Dave Barnhurst contact Mark Green who is  a licensed contractor working at Riverside and see if he can just install the new water meter while he is there.

Mr. Barnhurst thought there was a leak; it was showing up on the computer.  The readings have gone back down to normal and the computer leveled off.


7.1.b USDA Water Loan
Jacie Torgersen was able to contact the USDA office.  They do not do refinancing through their office; that would have to be done through another financial institution.    The town can make extra payments and pay it off early and there are not charges for doing so.  The town would not be able to change the amount that is automatically deducted for the loan though; they would need to send a check to the Richfield office each month to make extra payments.  Councilor Riggs went and talked to Zion’s bank to get some information.  They also said it would not be possible to refinance at this time but if the town were to pay $118 extra each month they could save $14,700 by paying off the loan early.  The council would like to send a check for $200 each month to USDA to pay extra on the loan.  This amount will come from the raise in water rates that the council just passed.

7.2 Fire Department-
There was a meeting held with three members present.  The plow truck has a dead battery that needs to be charged to get ready for snow.  The mini pumper needs a battery.  Dave Dodds volunteered to help the town get their fire rating lowered from a 10-9.  Fire Chief Russ Torgersen will need to talk to him.  The fire department is supposed to have a CO detector but no one has seen it.  The county said that they gave the town one but there is not record of it and nobody has been on there.


7.3 Road Department-
Councilor Riggs will get some reflectors put on the wire next to the cattle guard.


7.4 Parks & Recreation-
There was a good turnout for the Halloween Party.  The council needs to get the new tables put in the water shed for the winter.  The lightbulbs need to be replaced on the snowflakes so they will be ready for Garkane to put them up.  Mayor Eldredge will contact Garkane about getting them put up.

The town will have the bunco party on January 1st at 6pm.  Councilor Kabonic will be in charge of it.

There are some lights on the outside of the building that need to be replaced.  Councilor Dinges suggested having Russ Torgersen install LED lights there.

7.5 Grants-


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
8. Unfinished Business
Jacie Torgersen presented some information on the Just Serve Program.  Councilor Dinges motioned to set up an account and Councilor Justus 2nd the motion.  If the town has a project they need to have done they can list it on there to recruit people to help with it.

Councilor Riggs checked with Garfield County and they do not have any record of a building permit for Zina Chavers.  She was supposed to be having it inspected and she has not ever even got a building permit from the county.  The town sent her a letter once to try and get her to comply with the town’s ordinances.  Councilor Dinges suggested that the town could send her another letter.  Councilor Riggs will go check with Jared who is the building inspector again and see if they can red tag her building so that it can hopefully be made to come into compliance.

9. New Business

10. Adjournment
Councilor Dinges motioned to adjourn at 8:10pm and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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