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Minutes of the Meadow Town Planning and Zoning Meeting 
December 11th, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
at the Meadow Fire Station.

Attending: Commission member Mark Cowley, Commission chairman Neal Westphal, Commission member Farrell Larson, Secretary Monica Dearden, Town council member Dustan Starley, Alishia Starley, Ron Heard, Tony Cowley and Zane Murnan.

Excused: Mayor Lynette Madsen, Commission member Kim Sorenson and Commission member Shayne Sampson. 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and Dustan offered a prayer. 

1- Approve minutes from the November 13, 2018 meeting: The commission has gone through the minutes and no corrections were found. Mark motioned to approve the minutes. Neal seconded that motion. All were in favor.

2- Farrell Larson: Discussion on hard copy/digital minutes and paperwork. 

Farrell feels that commission should be receiving any paperwork as a hard copy and not digitally. He does not feel that he should be required to use his ink and paper to be printing these materials when there is a paid secretary that can do this with the town’s equipment. Monica was asked what her feelings on the matter were. She indicated that she had asked each member of the commission how they would like to receive communications and every member agreed upon digital. It was decided that Mark and Neal will continue to receive all communication digitally. Farrell would like any annexation information printed and delivered so he can read, re-read and make notes, but is fine to continue receiving minutes and agendas digitally. Monica will touch base with Kim and Shayne to see what they would like. 

3- Mark Cowley: Who are we responsible to as Town officials? 

Mark stated that we all belong to groups; church groups, social groups, education groups, etc. These groups can begin to overlap. Just because you may work in Fillmore doesn’t entitle you to vote in Fillmore. The minutes say “Meadow Town”. We represent the people of Meadow Town. We don’t represent friends, family, our personal interests or individual people. That would be a conflict of interest and is punishable. Tony indicated that is a crime, that this is subject to state law and is punishable under Utah state ethics law. If they don’t live here, they aren’t represented here in this meeting. The people that live outside of town live there because they choose to and have no representation here. Most of the reason people come to this town is for resources. The resources the people of Meadow Town paid for over the years and which are owned by and belong the people who reside in the town boundaries. Mark feels we need to establish some criteria before we draw the expansion line. He asked, “Did you plan the next 20 years of your life by spending an hour and a half and drawing a line?” How are we going to supply resources to the area where we have drawn this line? We need to consider the benefits to Meadow not the people outside. We are only obligated to people in town. 

Neal does not necessarily disagree. He said he felt confident with the outline that was made on the map last month and now feels like things are moving backwards a bit.  He reminded the commission that the town has a right to deny any annexation requests also, just because they are within the line that was drawn does not mean that will be annexed. 

Farrell reminded everyone that the State says we have to define an annexation expansion area. The commission is just fulfilling a requirement. He feels we need to protect the Northern boundaries.  Mark commented that Dave Church has indicated that annexation is not to be used for protection; the only purpose is for urban development. He questioned what is advantageous to the town’s people. Why are we making a line? Farrell answered that this was requested by the town council and that this was the first step in establishing an annexation policy. Mark feels more thought needs to be put into the expansion line. Mark asked, “Why are we annexing?” Neal replied, “Because the State requires a plan”. Zane Murnan questioned who came to you, who requested this. To which Mark replied, “The Mayor and Town Councils request for an annexation policy”. Zane wondered what was done before. Nothing, because there wasn’t a policy. Mark stated there only need to be an annexation policy if the town wants one, it is not a state requirement to have a policy, only to have a policy before annexation takes place, all that is required is a General Plan. The state has laws to cover zoning and subdividing, but the town can make ordinances to enhance the state laws. Neal reminded the commission members that Mayor and Town Council have asked for this to be done. 
 
Farrell stated that in his opinion Mark wants to go about things backwards, he wants to write the policy then draw the lines. Mark and Farrell disagree about what step needs to happen first, the line or the planning. 
 
Tony feels that someone must have a personal interest, otherwise, why the rush? Why not take the time and do it right. Another issue that was mentioned was that you just can’t drill a well anywhere. Mark stated that there has to be a reason for doing anything that is done. Tony added that a wrong decision could bankrupt the town.

4- Annexation: Neal feels like we are moving backwards with this process and that the commission needs to report to town council that a consensus cannot be reached and ask what they would like to see happen. Mark asked if the commission would like to read through the Kanosh and/or Toquerville annexation policy plans. Neal said no, if we can’t resolve these issues, he feels there is no point. Tony asked how many of the commission have even looked through and read the land use guide? He then asked, what happened to the training by Meg Ryan and the ULCT? None of you have even been trained, but are just charging ahead with no training. Tony commented that there is a famous saying, fools rush in.

Farrell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Neal seconded that motion. All were in favor. 
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