
Gunnison City Council Public Hearing and Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, November 7, 2018, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill, Blane Jensen and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, BYU Team:  Jeff Coons, Tallmadge, Jake Harding, Brandon Stocksdale and Dr. Michael Clay, GJ Willden, Nathan Willden, Darrell Anderson, Cheryl Anderson, Angie Jensen, Kyler Jensen, Greg Smith, Liz Brown, Jed Hill, Michelle Hill, Jeff Anderson, Stella Hill, Kent Larsen, Dr. Dwight Inouye, Ron Christenson, Jay Clayton, Janelle Overly and Zackary Overly, Tim Sanders, Lauren Sanders, Tyler Sorensen and Landon Sorensen 
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Robert Andersen
Mayor Nay welcomed everyone in attendance and explained the Planning Commission and City Council have been working on developing a General Plan.  They have been looking at where they wanted to focus, the talents of those that live here and what they wanted to see from those in attendance.  She noted this wasn't about money, but rather what changes and improvements the community would to see.  Mayor Nay introduced Dr. Clay and explained he would introduce the plan.  Dr. Clay noted the future of Gunnison was important to the citizens, and was important to the BYU team as well.  He reported he had grown up in a small town, Hinckley, and appreciated the opportunity to help Gunnison develop this plan.  He explained his team worked with government officials which allows his students the opportunity to come and be trained on developing a General Plan.  Dr. Clay then introduced Brandon Stocksdale noting he was often with them as they worked in the rural areas.  He stated they were looking for the publics’  input during this public hearing, and would be passing out input cards for those in attendance to fill out and turn back in to them to help them gather information.  Dr. Clay then introduced the rest of the team that had come down noting they would be in the Heritage Hall welcoming everyone to come in and voice their concerns, opinions and ideas.

7:00 p.m. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comments Regarding the Development of a General Plan, BYU Urban Planning Group

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to open the public hearing to receive public comment regarding the development of a General Plan with the BYU Urban Planning Group.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
7:15 p.m. Public Hearing open

Dr. Clay reviewed the schedule they would follow until the completion and adoption of the General Plan.  Those in attendance moved to the Heritage Hall for the remainder of the public hearing time.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to close the public hearing.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
8:08 p.m. Public Hearing closed
8:00 p.m. Review Conditional Use Permit Application with Proposed Approval, PacificCorp, Brent Dewsnup ~ Councilmember Jensen

Brent Dewsnup stated he represented PacificCorp and brought forth their plans for an expansion of the substation located in Gunnison.  This would include an area of the control house that would be a great benefit for the community, as well as a communication tower within that footprint.   They were also adding a pad for a future transformer.  Some of the materials in the yard would be cleaned up during this process, and they were planning to continue with the same colors scheme that was already used at the site.  Mayor Nay stated she would like to see the perimeter contained.   Brent stated he would make note of that.  Brent gave the dimensions of the expansion noting there would not be anything that would be higher than what is already there.  We would also be doing some transmission pole replacements and adding in some protection features.  For the substation it was critical for the company to switch out operations enabling them to have remote control capability.  They would also be adding in a capacitor that would allow them to supply greater power.  Brent explained they should be done with expansion project by the end of March.  

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit for PacificCorp.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
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Discuss Land Use Ordinance Amendment Application, Proposed Zone Change at Approximately 410 North 200 West from A-1 (Agricultural) to RR-1 (Residential), Tim Sanders ~ Councilmember Jensen

Councilmember Jensen informed the Council the property referred to was owned by the Sanders and was currently zoned agricultural.  The Sanders had requested a zone change to residential (RR-1) in order to build a home at this location.  Acre lots were not allowed in the agricultural zone, but they were in the RR-1 zone and the RR-1 would match the adjoining property.  This has been through the Planning Commission and the zone change was approved for recommendation to the Council for approval.   The lot split had also been through the Planning Commission and was approved contingent upon the approval of the zone change.  Tim informed the Council they would be taking an acre lot and his brother was planning on using an acre to build on sometime in the future.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the proposed zone change at approximately 410 North 200 West from A-1 (Agricultural) to RR-1 (Residential).  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Tim asked about the requirements of extending the road with Mayor Nay explaining that's what was in the City Ordinance, and she believed they would have one year to complete it.  Tim explained it would be about 150' to the edge of their driveway.  Lauren Sanders voiced her concerns regarding the road and what would happen if the highway was ever shut down into Gunnison then everyone would have to use their road.  Councilmember Hill stated that was exactly why people don't want to build in Gunnison City.  He stated at one point, almost every road in this city was a dirt road, and the City went and paved all of those roads.  Dr. Inouye stated when he was sitting on the County Commission the question was asked who had jurisdiction of that road and why it wasn't paved.  He thought it was the County's responsibility, and it had been a city road all along.  Councilmember Andersen reported it was the main road into the city before the city was developed, and the City had graveled and graded that road quite a few times throughout the years.  Councilmember Jensen felt the City had a development code that was for a big city.  Councilmember Donaldson noted the purpose of the code was to fill in all of the lots within the city first then to grow out from there.  Mayor Nay stated it impinged the City's growth.  Mayor Nay informed the Sanders the Council would take the comments and consider them from here while working on the City Code.  Mayor Nay even suggested a possible Variance Application or something like that to help get through this.  Councilmember Hill announced the Sanders needed to know if they needed to build the road or not, and that may hinge on whether or not they build their house in Gunnison or not.  Councilmember Hill commented he had been asked by someone today why that road hadn't been developed.  Councilmember Hill felt if someone wanted to live on a dirt road then they should be allowed to live on a dirt road.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the City's Development Code and the requirements to build. 

Councilmember Hill made the motion to approve the lot split as approved by the Planning Commission for Tim and Lauren Sanders with the stipulation that they do not have to finish the road anymore than it is currently.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a vote of 4-1.  Councilmembers Andersen, Hill, Jensen and Smith voted aye with Councilmember Donaldson voting nay.
Councilmember Andersen stated the Sanders had their answer with Mayor Nay reiterating they would have a dirt road.
8:30 p.m. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding a proposed Community Development Block Grant Application.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to Provide Citizens with Pertinent Information about the CDBG Program, and to Allow for Discussion of Possible Applications.  This Public Hearing will Cover Eligible Activities, Program Requirements, and Expected Funding Allocations in the Region

Councilmember Hill made the motion to open the public hearing to receive public comment regarding a proposed Community Development Block Grant application.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing Open

Mayor Nay explained she had attended the CDBG meeting, and a public hearing was required if the City was interested in applying for a CDBG grant.  She would like to use CDBG funding for the gap in funding on the 500 South sidewalk project.  It is looking like the City would have to fund $150,000 from its own road funds to finish that project.  All of the other funds are in place for this $420,000 project.  The CDBG funding could be used for other public facilities project or transportation needs, and Mayor Nay requested any input for other project ideas.  Mayor Nay explained further how the CDBG funding worked when asked by Councilmember Smith.  There were no further comments made regarding proposed projects or funding.
Review MOU Between Gunnison City and Gunnison Community Scouts with Proposed Approval, Dr. Dwight Inouye

Dr. Inouye presented an MOU he had put together.  This would be between Gunnison City and the Gunnison Community Scouts for the proposed sponsorship of scouts.  Dr. Inouye read through the MOU.   Mayor Nay would like to run this by the City Attorney, Mancy Larsen, to get her approval before adopting this.  The liability issues were discussed as well as all of the recreational 
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opportunities out there.  Mayor Nay reported there was a committee to help develop trails within and they were trying to think of a way to develop trails.  The funding that was available was also mentioned.  Dr. Inouye felt there was a lot of enthusiasm with mountain biking clubs, and there were a lot of trails through here.  Mayor Nay would love to see the River Walk taken under the cliff and over antelope valley with some possible rappelling in the middle of it all.  She noted there were all kinds of partnerships available.  Mayor Nay thanked Dr. Inouye for his work on this and reported the Council would be in touch regarding the MOU.
8:45 p.m. Dr. Dwight Inouye left
Update on Status of 500 South Sidewalk with Proposed Approval of Changes ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay wanted to have the Council view the plans for the 500 South sidewalk project.  She announced Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) would soon begin working on moving the poles, but when the engineers marked the spots where they would be moved to they would be right in Jeffrey Anderson's trees.  Supt. Childs thinks taking down the trees would be a great project for them to do this winter noting it would be at the city's expense.  Jeff Anderson would prefer they don't move them, but he would go along with it if they had to be taken down.  Mayor Nay reported Jody Allred had one smaller tree that was in the way as well.  Mayor Nay brought up the possibility of creating a mow strip with Councilmember Jensen commenting he thought there was always going to be a mow strip. The pros and cons of a mow strip were discussed.  Discussion ensued regarding the proposed changes on the sidewalk, mow strip, curb and gutter and the road.  Councilmember Jensen brought up the bus routes noting the plan was originally developed for the buses to come in on 700 South then turn around and go out and back down 700 South.   He felt if the buses stuck to the original route, much of the traffic problems seen at the school would be alleviated.  The Council debated whether or not to stick to the original plan and tell the homeowners "sorry".   Councilmember Smith felt the Council should stick to the original plan, remove the trees that were in the way and replace some trees.  Councilmembers Donaldson and Andersen both voiced their concerns about the narrowness of the road already, and they would not like to see the road compromised at all.  Councilmember Smith complained about all of the trailers parked along the road.  Councilmember Jensen suggested they go talk to Jeff to let him know what they are going to do and get his thoughts.  Mayor Nay felt Jeff would be fine with what they had planned.  Councilmember Andersen commented 500 South was so narrow and had turned into one of the busier roads around the school, and 200 East was the next street they would need to address.  Councilmember Smith questioned if the City should talk to the School District about having their buses drive on their correct route.  Councilmember Andersen would like to see the Council bring this to the School Districts attention.  The Council viewed the area discussed on Google Earth.
Proposed Approval of Expenditure to Sunrise Engineering for Water Conservation Plan ~ Councilmember Andersen

Councilmember Andersen explained the City was mandated to have a Water Conservation Plan done every five years and the time was up in December of 2018.  He had obtained a bid from Sunrise Engineering that came in at $2,000, and later said they would do it for $1,900 with Jones & DeMille giving a bid of $3,800.  Councilmember Andersen noted Sunrise could update the last one they did for Gunnison in 2013, but Jones & DeMille would need to start from scratch if they were to take care of it.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve Sunrise Engineering to complete the 2018 Water Conservation Plan for $1,900.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to close the public hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed CDBG application.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
9:05 p.m. Public Hearing closed.
Proposed Approval of Contract with PEHP for City Employees

Recorder Braithwaite explained it was time to renew the contract for the Employee’s health insurance.  The rate had gone up about 7%, but an increase of 6% had been figured into the 2019 budget for this.  Recorder Braithwaite had shown an insurance comparison at a previous meeting which showed PEHP had the best rate.  Councilmember Hill would like to look into this further prior to the next renewal.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the PEHP contract for the City Employees.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Discuss Christmas Décor and Lighting ~ Councilmember Donaldson

Mayor Nay relayed the hopes of the Business Association that the City would wait to turn on the Christmas lights the Saturday of the light parade rather than any time before.  Councilmember Donaldson recounted his conversation with Supt. Childs regarding the photo 
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cells and how this could be arranged.   The parade was at 6:00 on Nov. 24th.  Mayor Nay reported someone was going to talk to the high school to see if they would do a little bit of music beforehand.  Blake stated he would check with Supt. Childs to make sure the lights were turned on at the same time.   Councilmember Smith wanted to know what the Council could do to help.  Mayor Nay commented on the lighting contest the Business Association was going to sponsor and welcomed everyone to participate.  Councilmember Donaldson reviewed his discussion with Supt. Childs and Manager Havey regarding the street lights, the plastic wrap that was used last year for the red and green coloring and how that didn’t really hold up, and the cost of installing colored lights for the holiday season.  Manager Havey could get 10 red lights for $30 each.  Following the Councils discussion, Councilmember Donaldson would have Manager Havey order some new colored lights.  

Proposed Approval of Donation to Gunnison City Christmas Light Parade

Mayor Nay reported it would cost the Business Association approximately $600 to advertise the light parade and wondered if the City would donate to help pay for this.   Mayor Nay reiterated the Business Association was an organization that payed for this event and brought a lot of people into the city.  Following some discussion on this, the Council determined it would be best to help with the cost of this.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve a donation of $200 to the Business Association to help with the cost of advertising the Christmas light parade celebration.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Discuss Planning Commission Vacancy with Proposed Approval to Appoint Position ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay presented the name of Eric Hammer to fill the vacancy left by Jeremy Vincent’s resignation on the Planning Commission.  The Council discussed the benefits of having Eric on the Commission and felt this was a good choice.

Councilmember Hill made the motion to approve Eric Hammer for a position on the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Employee Incentive Program

Recorder Braithwaite presented the Employee Safety and Wellness Incentive Program designed by the Employees to incentivize safety and wellness not only in the workplace, but at home.  The purpose of these programs was to cut insurance rates as employees stay healthier and accident free.  The program consisted of a monthly calendar filled with daily ideas and suggestions for a healthier lifestyle that were worth a set amount of points, and if the employee was accident free for the month then there were extra points affiliated with that as well.  Once the points were totaled and the employee earned so many points per month then that employee was eligible for a small incentive for the month.  If the Employees stayed accident free for a quarter and they met the point goals for every month of the quarter then they were eligible for a quarterly incentive.  The incentives may be paid for by the safety grant that the City could earn each year, and the Employee Incentive Program was actually a requirement in qualifying for the safety grant.  Councilmember Jensen felt the program was put together very well and would like to see it approved with just with the resolution rather than adding it to the Personnel Policy.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve Resolution 2018-10, Employee Incentive Program.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, October 3, 2018, Open Session

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, October 3, 2018.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Future Items

General Plan:  Mayor Nay reminded the Council the General Plan would be presented to the Planning Commission on November 28, 2018 for approval with a hoped for recommendation to present to the Council on December 5, 2018 at a public hearing.  The December 5th meeting was scheduled for noon but would need to be rescheduled for 7:00 p.m. since it was a public hearing.
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Housing:  Mayor Nay reported she had met with Marci Milligan and was looking forward to receiving the housing information from their studies as she felt it would be so informative.  The rooftop survey, where a survey is done on each home to evaluate the homes, foundations and what conditions the homes were in, would be done Saturday beginning at 8:00 a.m.  James Wood had already given the City some initial information for the housing.  They would also be talking to the stake holders in the community to see what is needed for housing.  They will then have a meeting towards the end of the month.   Councilmember Jensen mentioned a comment Dr. Clay noted in one of the documents he sent stating that focusing on economic development isn't always the way to grow your community; housing is what helps boost the growth.  Mayor Nay requested volunteers to help with this project on Saturday.

IT:  Councilmember Jensen had gotten some prices for a new laptop for the court as well as a server for City Hall.  The server had come in just over $8,000 noting most of that cost was in licensing costs.
Beautification:  Councilmember Smith would like to know whose responsibility it was to take care of the rocks in the mow strip in front of the grocery store.  Mayor Nay replied it was the responsibility of the store.  

Sewer:  Councilmember Andersen reported Garrick with Jones & DeMille Engineering would attend the next meeting with an estimate to get 3 phase power at the sewer.  

Veteran’s Day:  Councilmember Donaldson mentioned his wife, Karen, was in a quilt guild, and they had made 38 quilts and would be presenting each WWII and Korean War Veterans with a quilt at the 3rd grade play.  

Airport:  Recorder Braithwaite reminded the Council of the airport meeting scheduled for Friday at noon.  This would be held at the Gunnison City Hall.   Mayor Nay brought up the grant they were working on and where they were at on the funding noting Carl Albrecht would be taking this to the Legislature.  Mayor Nay stated Chuck Hammond had paid property taxes for his equipment at the airport to Sanpete County so Sanpete County has received revenue from the airport.  Mayor Nay stated Sevier County Commission would help with the funding if Sanpete County Commissioners would as well.  Mayor Nay would like the Council to be unified in this effort in order to get Sanpete County on board to get this moving, and if the Legislature doesn’t back this project up as well then it would not go forward.  Mayor Nay informed the Council UPS had just purchased a whole bunch of property in Salina to put in a new hub which would help bring more growth to the airport.

City Hall:  Recorder Braithwaite reported on the work Peterson’s had done on the HVAC system and the improvements that have been seen.
Adjourn

Councilmember Smith made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
9:55 p.m. Adjourn 

__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

