
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, November 28, 2018, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill, Blane Jensen and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Zoning Administrator Rod Taylor, Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering, Taylor Ashton, Lilburn Deskins and some Scouts
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Michelle Smith
Update on Wastewater Project, Garrick with Jones & DeMille Engineering

Garrick Willden reported he had been working on the wastewater project and reviewed the problems the City was currently facing with the system.  Garrick stated he had done some research and was impressed with a certain auger system he had found, and was just waiting for a price estimate from the company.   He felt this auger system would do a great job taking care of any garbage coming into the ponds.  It had been utilized in France for several years and now in the United States for about the past seven years.  The screen doesn't require water and does not need to be washed off.  This system has been utilized at other prison sites which meant the garbage problem was a problem in other places as well.  He was excited to see more about this.  This system was contained, and when the temperature dropped below a certain point then the heater turned on.   Garrick had given the company the information needed to put an estimate together, and he would pass the information along when he received it.  Garrick did mention that once the cost of the system was received he thought the city should suggest it to the CUCF since their grinder just grinds solids into smaller pieces which still fill up the lagoon since the particles are still there.  If the City could get them to screen out the garbage it would help keep the lagoons healthier.  Garrick reported this would not have a cost to reuse the water, but rather just a cost to screen the garbage.  He didn’t have a definite number but did discuss an estimate on the cost of screening.  Mayor Nay felt the odor was a CUCF problem.  Garrick noted if they did get a microbe system into place to help take care of the odor problem, they would want to position the microbe system at the prison.    Garrick didn't think the screening fit the Gunnison City problem as well, but he would like a little time to gather more information.  

Garrick reviewed the problems seen when the Centerfield pump kicks on at 250 gpm making the flow too high which over capitates the 10" line.  If water was backed up, the meter gave a total erroneous number, but when the pump wasn't turned on then it read accurately.   The City needed to know how much flow and volume goes through.  Because there was a lot of line between the city and the sewer lagoons then it would give them a lot of opportunity to measure the flow somewhere between those lines.  He viewed a map on Google Earth showing the location of the lagoons and the city, and pointed out a manhole that would be a perfect position to place a meter.  He explained where the lines were flowing, the direction they were flowing and where they could place a meter to get an accurate reading of the flow.  Right now, Supt. Childs is able to obtain a reading up to the shed.  He explained the pros and cons of different placements of the meter.  

Garrick referred to the Preliminary Opinion of Probable Cost document he had handed out and proceeded to review the cost of the power placement.  Councilmember Hill questioned if there were any down sides of this metering.  Garrick answered he just worried about the screen backing the water up and having the same problem.  Mayor Nay questioned if the City would even need to install a screen if the prison were to put a screen on.   Councilmember Smith felt the prison was doing a better job in taking care of their solids.  Garrick explained those grinders used at the prison were hard to maintain, and he wondered if they just turned them off sometimes.  

Garrick stated as they heard complaints about the odor in the lines coming from the prison, it not only smelled, but it also created acids that would eat the lines.  He explained when there was a lack of oxygen in the wastewater system, the microbes in there create H2S (hydrogen sulfide).  He knew of a company that had a product that would eat the fats, grease and H2S within the lines to keep the lines cleaner.  Garrick estimated about a gallon of the product would need to be put in the system daily and would have to be inserted in the lines up at the prison.  It would cost approximately $20 per day with a yearly cost of approximately $7,300.  Garrick would like to see this presented to the administration at the prison if the Council was interested in this as well as some of the other things discussed.  He felt if this could be used then the City would be able to wean the pond off of the probiotics.  He had an estimate from the company of $1,875 for a three-month supply if the City would like to try it for a few months.  The company had a system of measuring the odor and would like to keep an odor log.   Councilmember Jensen noted the worst two manholes in town were east and west of the baseball fields.  Garrick would be happy to look into this further if the Council would like to pursue this.  The Council all agreed this could be a benefit to the City.  Garrick reported he would come to a future meeting with more information.  Councilmember Andersen stated he would help Garrick to get a meeting set up with the prison.
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Review MOU between Gunnison City and Gunnison Community Scouts with Proposed Approval

Mayor Nay reported she had met with Atty Mandy Larsen today regarding the MOU and they determined Atty Larsen would make the needed changes on the document and work through the questions the Council had discussed.  Mayor Nay pointed out if there were any lawsuits brought forth, Gunnison City would also be named in the suits and they wanted to be sure the verbiage was correct regarding the liability the city could incur.  Atty Larsen also questioned the dual coverage in 2019 with both the city and the church covering them.  Atty Larsen would work on this, and hopefully have it ready to present at the next meeting.    Mayor Nay explained the purpose of the MOU to those scouts in attendance and touched on why the City was being asked to help.
8:00 p.m. Discuss Partnership in Sidewalk Placement at Approximately 94 South 100 East, Lilburn Deskins

Lilburn Deskins communicated to the Council his attempt to request some help from the City with a sidewalk by his house a few years ago, at which time he was told the City was not currently working on sidewalks at that time.  He felt the sidewalk was a hazard and so he went ahead and replaced it.  He did part of the sidewalk on the east side of his house and the full sidewalk on the south side of his house and was asking for a reimbursement on what he had done.  He had seen some new sidewalks going in throughout the City and felt this would be a good time to ask for assistance with the costs of improving the sidewalks.  Mayor Nay explained they had thought of budgeting approximately $50,000 a year to go towards the worst sidewalks and were trying to determine the locations of the most hazardous areas.  Lilburn reiterated he thought his was hazardous and took care of it rather than wait for the City.  Councilmember Jensen welcomed the idea of partnering with the citizens noting he would like to see the Council dedicate a part of that money in partnering with citizens in situations such as this.  Councilmember Donaldson agreed.  Councilmember Jensen would like to see the City help people that are willing to help.  Zoning Administrator Taylor remarked on the benefit of partnering with the citizens in that the City would get a bigger bang for the buck in beautifying the city.  Councilmember Jensen suggested they could budget an amount to help with sidewalks after which it would be first come, first serve until that allotted amount was gone each year.  Lilburn noted it had been five or six years ago, and he was still waiting to get a copy of the bill from the contractor who did the work.  Mayor Nay suggested the City help with the curb and gutter for the City’s part of the partnership with Lilburn replying he wouldn’t be able to afford that expense at this time.  Councilmember Andersen delved further into the waterway problem at that location noting the impact curb and gutter could make for them.  Lilburn would let Recorder Braithwaite know as soon as he received a copy of the bill with Councilmember Jensen suggesting this be put on the agenda at that time for a vote to partner up on the costs incurred.

Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, October 17, 2018, Open and Closed Sessions

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, October 17, 2018.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Future Items
IT:  Councilmember Jensen reported he had received some quotes for a new server for city hall and would like this added to the next agenda for a proposed approval.

Christmas Advertising:  Recorder Braithwaite questioned the Council if they would like to continue with the Christmas ad in the Gazette that they have done for the past several years.  The Council unanimously agreed to continue this.  When asked about a radio ad on KMTI, the Council declined the radio ad.

Christmas Party:  Recorder Braithwaite reminded the Council of the City Employee Christmas party scheduled for Monday, December 3, 2018 at 6 p.m. at city hall.
General Plan:  Councilmember Jensen brought up the General Plan presentation that had taken place during the Planning Commission meeting that was held prior to council meeting tonight.  Councilmember Hill gave his opinion on the presentation feeling it was pretty boilerplate and quite generic.  Mayor Nay hoped the council would all be willing to review the General Plan draft given and make their suggestions prior to the presentation at the next meeting.  Councilmember Jensen was surprised at the various numbers presented and felt the income graft was inaccurate.  Mayor Nay would like to make sure the information on the plan was correct prior to adopting the document and questioned if the University of Utah had shared the housing information they had gathered.  Mayor Nay will follow up on this.

8:05 p.m. The Scouts left.
Open and Public Meetings Act:  Councilmember Smith brought up the vote that was taken at the November 7, 2018 council meeting on an item that was not on the agenda, and she questioned if this would get them in trouble and why it was voted on without being properly noticed.  Councilmember Jensen stated it was to make a political statement.    Councilmember Smith made the comment that 
-3-
maybe they were in the wrong for making that motion and approving it.  Mayor Nay reported she was working on some other ideas to improve the City’s laws noting they do have their laws they need to follow, but felt they also had some changes that needed to be made.  Mayor Nay stated they needed to work through this and hoped to have it to present to the Council at the next meeting.  She mentioned Marci Milligan with the University of Utah dealt quite a bit with rural areas and development and had noted most cities would do an assessment on the property of the improvements that were made.  The Council continued to discuss the road situation, existing roads, non-existent roads, costs of roads and development within the City and why people build where they build.  Mayor Nay reported she had been in contact with Bruce Parker, Planning and Development Services, LLC, to get some help with some proposed amendments to the City Code.  A lengthy discussion continued 
Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Sewer System:  Councilmember Andersen hoped to get some updates on the sewer system by next week to discuss at the next meeting.  Taylor Ashton had a question regarding the corrosive problems on the sewer manholes and stated he had worked for a company in Vegas that made corrosive resistant manhole covers and questioned if that was something the City needed.  Mayor Nay replied that right now they were looking at the H2S gas and more of a long term solution.  
Affordable Housing:  Taylor commented on his surprise of the number of rental units in Gunnison that was reported during the General Plan meeting previously in Planning and Zoning.  The BYU Group stated there were 77 rentals available in Gunnison and 76 of them were occupied.  Councilmember Jensen acknowledged the Planning Commission had been working on the City Code regarding rentals and Airbnb’s and would like this added to the next Planning Commission agenda.
8:30 p.m. Adjourn 

__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

