The City Council of Plain City had a work session on Thursday, December 6, 2018, at City Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Present:	Mayor Jon Beesley, Councilmembers Chad Allen, Buddy Sadler, Todd Davis, Don Weston and Brad Searle	
Staff:	Diane Hirschi, Mike Kerswell, Shane McFarland, Dan Schuler 
Others Present:	Rich Mickelsen

The purpose of this work meeting is to discuss plans for sewer lagoon system improvements.  

[bookmark: _Hlk532372066]Rich Mickelsen introduced himself and briefed those present on his fourteen-year involvement with the Plain City sewer system.  He commented on his education and expertise in chemistry and related fields.  He described his professional position as District Manager of the Timpanogos Special Service District.   He reported wastewater quality management commissions with other communities.  He commented on population growth and increased sewer system demand in Plain City.  He defined Headworks, Lagoons, and Backend, as associated with a sewer system assembly.  He explained testing procedures and stipulated contamination limits.  He identified chemicals that are being monitored as part of Plain City’s sewer system routine testing and maintenance program.  He noted, the lagoons are performing well, presently.  He commented on adverse effects of freezing temperature on a lagoon system.  He spoke to the exhaustive study and optional plans, presented by J-U-B Engineers, including challenges with elevation of backend components.  He described two alternative solutions.  1.) the installation of a pumping system around the basin, for drainage during maintenance.  2.) the creation of a shallower basin to avoid “floating”- leading to destruction of the new basin.  He further described amendments to the current plan, suggesting an elevation study be conducted between the pond and chlorine basin.  Councilmember Weston commented on the elevation of components in the existing system, and acknowledged benefits of adjusting those elements per Rich Mickelsen’s design.  Rich Mickelsen commented on adjustment procedures.  He proposed data be compiled on energy efficiency and treatment timing requirements, by project engineers.  He commented positively on a Capital Facilities Plan, provided by J-U-B Engineers and advised, an Impact Fee Facilities Plan is typically formulated, after the Capital Facilities Plan is established.  He described the purpose of the studies.  He implied, Division of Water Quality Board will abruptly reject petitions for funding that are not accompanied by both aforementioned outlines.  He noted, Timpanogos Special Service District updates their Facilities Plans every three years.  Councilmember Searle commented on impact fee studies that have been done by Zion’s Bank.  He stated, an impact fee study has not been completed for wastewater treatment.  He asserted, an impact fee study for sewer be initiated without delay.  Mayor Beesley indicated, a Facilities Plan for collection has not been completed for the project.  City Engineer, Shane McFarland commented on the need for collection and treatment portions of a Capital Facilities Plan, to properly analyze Impact Fee parameters.  He noted, a Treatment Facilities Plan has been organized, as phase one of the study – but a Collections Facilities Plan, though started, has not been effectively finalized.  He submitted, arranging for the completion of the Capital Facilities Plan and commissioning a financial institution to provide an Impact Fee Analysis will show good faith, but bringing the studies to fruition before the next Division of Water Quality Board Meeting will not be possible.  Rich Mickelsen restated, a petition of the Board for funding should not be presented until the essential analyses are available.  Shane McFarland spoke to future impact fee studies, due for Storm Drain and Transportation services.  Rich Mickelsen commented on Plain City’s unique position of land application sewer treatment readiness.  He conveyed the view of some Division of Water Quality Board members, that a mechanical treatment plant is preferable.  He affirmed significant financial savings and suitable functionality of the proposed system upgrades for Plain City’s sewer, including land application discharge.  Councilmember Allen expressed concern over future State regulations that may render a lagoon system obsolete.  Rich Mickelsen commented on preemptive alternatives and the cost of such measures.  He recommended using the existing lagoon system to its fullest capacity, then build a mechanical system as population growth provides greater impact fee revenue and new technology is proven.  Councilmember Searle commented on budgetary planning for a future mechanical sewer treatment plant.  Mayor Beesley noted, projected regulations on ammonia may drive a 10-year plan for a fully mechanical facility.  Rich Mickelsen pointed out, parts of the currently proposed upgrades will be needed for a mechanical system.  



[bookmark: _GoBack]
At 6:55 p.m. Councilmember Sadler moved to adjourn the work meeting.  Councilmember Weston seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.   
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