


BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]November 1, 2018
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Dallin, Council Members Jared Holmgren, Bruce Blake, Riggin Holmgren (arrived late 7:23), Josh Dallin (arrived late 7:05), Brian Anderson, Deputy Clerk Carol Andreasen, Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:  Gil Miller Planning Commission Chairperson

Welcome by Mayor Jeff Dallin

Opening Ceremony:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Council Member Blake.

Roll Call

BUSINESS
1.  Date of Next Meeting:  December 6, 2018 at 7:00 pm.  This is the same night as the Senior Christmas Dinner.  If there is something that needs to be discussed we will schedule a meeting if not we will cancel for the month of December.

2.  Sergeant Blanchard:   Sergeant Blanchard was not able to attend tonight's meeting because of a family commitment.  There was nothing at this time that he needed to bring to the council's attention.

3.  MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from October 4, 2018 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Jared Holmgren motioned the minutes of October 4th, be approved.  Council Member Bruce Blake seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

4.  TRAINING AND DISCUSSION ON GENERAL PLAN AND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE BY GIL MILLER:  The General Plan is the document that outlines what the City wants to get done and what it wants to be.  He stated that when he looks at most General Plans what he sees is what they were.  Most need to be updated.  There are certain elements that are going to be required.  One being a transportation plan.  This plan includes highways, county roads, city streets, public transportation, etc.  Affordable housing is not required unless you have a population of 5,000 people or more.  If you are under 5,000 you are exempt.  We need to show that the town can absorb 20% more people than what we have over the next 30 years.    Improvements to the sewer and nonexistent drain system need to be addressed.  The Planning Commission is planning on updating the General Plan.  To start this, it is best to have a Public Meeting and invite the town's people to come tell us what they want.   

The Planning Commission has been working on the Subdivision Ordinance to make it more user friendly, without changing the material things except what is required by the state.  The state has defined that any decision made in the interpretation of the application is an administrative decision.  This requires no public input.  No public hearings are required for the subdivision after the ordinance is passed.  So the Planning Commission is taking the public hearings out of the ordinance because they have no effect.  

The Planning Commission and City Council will use the Subdivision Ordinance as the checklist.  Then it is exact and not abbreviated.  Mayor Dallin asked Planning Commission Chairperson Miller to help make sure we are all on the same page with the different steps in the application process.  Mayor Dallin had a question about how the impact fees work.  Does the developer pay them all upfront or do each of the land owners pay?  Chairperson Miller stated it works best if you make the developer pay.  Then the developer works it into the price of the building lot.  It is also important that the developer is credited these fees when infrastructure is put in.  We need to make sure this is in the new impact fee study.  Hansen's sent a draft of the sewer system capacity evaluation.  This was handed out to the council.  

Chairperson Miller asked the Council for clarification on what needs to be done on a couple of issues.  In one section we say that the Planning Commission is responsible for approving the preliminary plat and in another place it says it’s the Town Council.  It was decided the Planning Commission makes a recommendation and the City Council approves the preliminary plat.  How do we secure that we are going to get the infrastructure actually put in and paid for?  The way our current ordinance reads, they can do a bond, or escrow in the bank (city would be the one withdrawing the money).  How do we know how much the bond or escrow needs to be?  The city engineer gives you an estimate of what the costs are plus the overrun.  Then you tell them you need a certain percentage for the overage that you are going to keep for the year incase their stuff fails.  When you receive the bond make sure they are reputable.  Check with the state.  The city would prefer the escrow.  Some other Cities, when you give the final approval , you are approving them to go ahead and put the infrastructure in.  It doesn't get signed off as a recordable plat until all infrastructures are in.  You can give the developer the option of a bond or escrow, or not.  We give them the option now, but the council would like to change it to say escrow.  

Council Member Anderson contacted Hansen & Associates.  They have had no contact with Todd Grandstaff's engineer as of 3 days ago.  Hansen's emailed a draft of the BRC Sanitary Sewer System Capacity Evaluation.  This was handed out to everyone to review.

Council Member Jared Holmgren asked if Chairperson Miller still does impact fee studies.  He replied yes.  Council Member Jared Holmgren asked if the City could hire him to update our Impact fee studies.  He said he would get with the City Engineer and get it done.  He would charge $4,500.  Council Member Jared Holmgren motioned the City hire Gil Miller to do a sewer impact fee study and the City would pay him $4,500.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
  
5.  IRRIGATION SHARES NOT BEING TRANSFERRED:    The Town is getting more and more irrigation shares not being transferred.  Is there anything we as a City can do?  People are buying homes and not transferring the shares into their name.  A lot of the time the reason is the Canal Company charges them $100 to do it.  Some of the people on the list who previously owned the shares would be hard to find or have passed away.  Clerk Andreasen suggests we send the bill to the name on the certificate and tell them they are responsible for the bill until the name gets changes, the new name does not go on the schedule until it is changed on the certificate.  The City has sent them letters in the past requesting shares be transferred.  In our ordinance it states the shares need to remain with the house when sold, but we really have no way to enforce this.   It was suggested to send them a letter and explain they are responsible for the bill until the shares are signed over to the new owner.  Someone needs to talk to John Millsap.  He does not feel he should have to pay for the irrigation shares that were required to be in the city's name when his mother's home was built.  He signed the water dedication agreement when he built the house.  This agreement states if you don't pay the water can be taken away from the property.  He has never paid this bill since the house is built.  Mayor Dallin suggests sending a letter stating the property has this much water.  You must pay to use it, if not we can put it in the lease pool for someone else to use.  Council Member Andersen stated he would be willing to take a letter to him and talk about it.  Council Member Dallin stated he thinks sending a letter will work better.  This letter should be sent certified mail.  

6.  REVIEW AND POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF NEW DOG AND ANIMAL ORDINANCE:  Council Member Blake had the city attorney review the new dog and animal ordinance.  The attorney suggested that we put something in the ordinance that talks about comfort dogs and service dogs.  Council Member Blake added this into the ordinance.  Mayor Dallin would like this new addition reviewed by the attorney to make sure it works.  Council Member Dallin motioned to adopt the new dog and animal ordinance pending the approval of the city attorney.  Council Member Riggin Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

7.  REVIEW 3RD QTR FINANCIALS:  Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed the 3rd quarter financials.   

8.  DISCUSS PLANS FOR SENIOR CHRISTMAS DINNER AND PC AND CC CHRISTMAS DINNER:  The Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, December 6 at 6:00 pm.  It was decided to have Alan & Jenny Christensen cater the dinner.  Clerk Holmgren will call them to see if they are available.  Mayor Dallin will call Sue Rees to see if she will put a program together for the night.

It was decided to hold the City Council/Planning Commission Christmas Party at the Gray Cliff's Lodge on Saturday, December 8th at 6:00 pm.  Clerk Holmgren will call to make the arrangements.  Council Member Anderson will not be able to attend.
  
9.  BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member Jared Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member Riggin Holmgren.  Those voting in favor:  Council Members Bruce Blake, Riggin Holmgren, Jared Holmgren, Josh Dallin and Brian Anderson.  No votes against, no votes abstaining.

10.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

11.  COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None

12.  DEPARTMENTS:  Park:  Lynn Green has taken care of the park for one year.  He has done a great job!  He hopes to use his expertise to be able to automate the watering system.  The first thing needing to be done is to make improvements to the filtration system.  He said it took a lot more time than he would have imagined to water the park.  He approached Council Member Dallin and asked if he could have a wage increase.  He now is being paid $7,350 per season and would like it increased to $8,500 per season.  Council Member Dallin stated he believes this would be good.  Lynn is a hard worker and fixes a lot of things himself so we don't have to hire it out.  Council Member Jared Holmgren motioned to increase Lynn Green's wages from $7,350 to $8,500 per season.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Civic Center:  There are a few lights burnt out in the different rooms in the Civic Center.  All the emergency lighting in this building does not work.  Council Member Anderson will check into this.  The doors also need to be closed.  This blocks the fire pathways.  Clerk Holmgren stated the inside door in the entryway will not lock, one of the door's to the main room is broke (it shuts really hard).  

Roads:  Council Member Jared Holmgren will be putting up some road signs (speed limit and dead end) on 6100 North.  

Cemetery:  Derek Checketts told Council Member Blake that December will be the last month he will be working in the Cemetery.  Mayor Dallin suggested to start the process to hire someone new so Derek can train the new person.  Derek will continue digging the graves until we find a replacement.

Civic Center  Emergency Generator:  Council Member Blake had Golden Spike Electric come down to take a look at what we would need.  They said they would have a quote to him before our meeting, but he did not receive it.  

Irrigation:  Council Member Riggin Holmgren has been looking into replacing the headgate on the fort ditch.  He has been looking into a few concrete guys.  There is still water in the ditch.  Until it is out, there is no sense in starting the project.  

13.  ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Jared Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:00 pm.  Council Member Riggin Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved December 6, 2018.
						___________________________________________
						Jeff Dallin, Mayor
Attest:

_____________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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