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MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 6, 2018, AT THE HYRUM CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 60 WEST MAIN, HYRUM, UTAH.

CONVENED:  6:30 P.M.

CONDUCTING:  Mayor Stephanie Miller

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Steve Adams, Kathleen Bingham, Jared L. Clawson, Paul C. James, and Craig L. Rasmussen.

CALL TO ORDER:  There being five members present and four members representing a quorum, Mayor Miller called the meeting to order.

OTHERS PRESENT:  City Administrator Ron Salvesen, and five citizens.  City Recorder Stephanie Fricke recorded the minutes.    

WELCOME:  Mayor Miller welcomed everyone in attendance and invited audience participation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Councilmember Adams led the governing body and the citizens in the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION:   Councilmember Clawson

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
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The minutes of a regular City Council Meeting held on November 15, 2018 were approved as written.

ACTION	Councilmember Clawson made a motion to approve the minutes of a regular City Council Meeting held on November 15, 2018 as written.  Councilmember Adams seconded the motion and Councilmembers Adams, Bingham, Clawson, James, and Rasmussen voted aye. The motion passed.

AGENDA ADOPTION:  A copy of the notice and agenda for this meeting was emailed to The Herald Journal, posted on the Utah Public Notice Website and Hyrum City’s Website, provided to each member of the governing body, and posted at the City Offices more than forty-eight hours before meeting time.

ACTION	Councilmember Clawson made a motion to approve the agenda for December 6, 2018 as written.  Councilmember Rasmussen seconded the motion and Councilmembers Adams, Bingham, Clawson, and James voted aye.  The motion passed.
AGENDA

9.	SCHEDULED DELEGATIONS:
A.	Fred Burr, Wiggins and Company – To present the 2017-2018 Audit Report.
B.	Jami VanHuss, Museum Director - To discuss the Elite Hall.
10.	OTHER BUSINESS:
A.	Annexation Agreements.
B.	Building rental fees.
C.	Mayor and City Council reports.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mayor Miller said if a citizen has a question or would like to make a comment to please keep it under three minutes.

Chelsea Motry moved to Hyrum she was looking for a City that had activities for the community.  She has participated in the 4th of July activities and after attending the Flag Display at the Elite Hall she became aware of restoration efforts and wanted to become more involved in restoring it.  She has been working with Jami VanHuss and wants the City to consider apply for a RAPZ Tax Grant to benefit the Elite Hall.  There needs to be wheelchair access, a reception area, and a kitchen downstairs.  She hopes the City Council will consider applying for a RAPZ Tax Grant this year to help with the restoration costs of the Elite Hall.

Brian Carver said he serves on the Elite Hall Restoration Committee and he also supports the restoration of the one of the last historic spring floor dance halls in the State.  The Elite Hall is a community treasure and it needs funding to help with the restoration of it.  Practices for sport teams are currently being allowed to rent the Elite Hall and they are damaging this historical building.  He would hope the City Council would no longer allow the building to be used for sport teams and to restore it as a dance hall.   

There being no further public comment, Mayor Miller moved to the next agenda item. 

SCHEDULED DELEGATIONS:

FRED BURR, WIGGINS AND COMPANY – TO PRESENT THE 2017-2018 AUDIT REPORT.

Fred Burr, Wiggins & Company, presented the 2017-2018 audit report. He reviewed the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business type activities, the discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund according to Government Auditing Standards.  

The total net position of Hyrum City increased by $1,524,688 totaling $39,062,692.  The governmental activities net position increased by $811,012 and the business-type activities net position increased by $713,676.  The total net position of governmental and business-type activities is $39,062,592 and is made up of $28,142,592 in capital assets net of related debt, such as land, infrastructure and equipment, and $10,920,000 in other net position.  The $10,920,000 in other net position is made up of $1,131,499 which is restricted for capital projects; $879,390 is restricted for debt service items related to the sewer and water systems and the remaining $8,909,111 is unrestricted. Total long term liabilities for the City decreased by $498,499.  The long term debt for governmental activities decreased by $77,547 due to the $93,854 decrease in the net unfunded pension liability and an increase in $16,307 in obligations for compensated absences.  The business-type activities long0-term debt decreased by $420,952 with a decrease in bonded debt of $320,000, $152,005 decrease in net unfunded pension liability and a $51,053 increase in obligations for compensated absences.  

The results of the audit process disclosed one instance of noncompliance which are required to be reported in accordance with the State Compliance Audit Guide and that was the City is not posting City Council meeting minutes within three days after being approved to the Utah Public Notice Website.  The City has implemented a policy to post the minute the night the City Council approves them to prevent the minutes not being posted in a timely manner. 

ACTION	Councilmember James made a motion to approve the 2017-2017 Audit Report from Wiggins and Company.  Councilmember Clawson seconded the motion and Councilmembers Bingham, James, Clawson, Adams, and Rasmussen voted aye. The motion passed.

JAMI VANHUSS, MUSEUM DIRECTOR - TO DISCUSS THE ELITE HALL.

Jami VanHuss said it has been one year since she has spoken with the City Council about restoration of the Elite Hall and its progress.  The Elite Hall Restoration Committee has completed a feasibility study and has established a scope to restore the Elite Hall.  If the Elite Hall is restored the building will be used by people, however, the committee only wants it used for dancing. She summarized the last 21 months worth of usage at Elite Hall. 
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There needs to be clear understanding between the City Council, herself, and the Elite Hall Restoration Committee as to what the City Council wants the Elite Hall used for and what her role is as a City employee and the management of the Elite Hall.  The Elite Hall Restoration Committee wants to create the Elite Hall Foundation and be in control of rental and use of the building and fundraising efforts.  Corporations and individuals wanting to make large donations want their donations to be considered tax deductible which is only possible if the Elite Hall is its own foundation with its own governing board.  The Foundation will be able to operate and maintain the Elite Hall with donation, grant, and rental money.  They will need to employ at least one person to manage the Elite Hall.  The City Council would still have control of setting rental fees and types of rental uses.  

She is hoping the City will allow her to apply for the RAPZ Tax Grant this year rather than the City applying for funds for parks.  She has reviewed the previous years RAPZ Tax Grant recipient allocations since 2011 and Hyrum has received the least amount at $7.80 per person in the City in comparison to Smithfield who has received $9.20 per person, and Nibley who has received over $12.00 per person.  She wants to write a RAPZ Tax Grant for a substantial amount to help with the restoration of the Elite Hall but needs the City’s support and approval.  

She wants unified vision of the use of the Elite Hall before going forwards.  She doesn’t want basketball lines put back on the floor when its restored.  She wants all sports activities to stop in the Elite Hall immediately.  The Elite Hall is a dance floor not a sports floor.  She wants the four large basketball hoops removed from the building as soon as possible.  In order to restore the Elite Hall and get funding it needs to look like a cultural hall not a recreation center.  

Councilmember James said the building should be utilized in the winter by the citizens of Hyrum.  Walking and pickleball does not hurt the building or the floor.  He said he doesn’t care of the four basketball hoops are removed as long as there are still the two main hoops left.  

Jamie VanHuss said pickleball and walking is fine.  Pickleball has a soft ball and doesn’t leave holes in the walls or dents on the floor.  

Councilmember Rasmussen said the Elite Hall is a great building for people to rent for family activities at a reasonable price and he doesn’t want that to stop.  However, he can see how it is important to the restoration and preservation of the Elite Hall to no longer allow sports groups to rent the Elite Hall.  If a family wants to use the basketball hoops during a family party he doesn’t see that as a problem.  

Jami VanHuss said she would also like to change the rental fee for the USU Swing Club to $100 rental fee plus a $1.00 per person with a maximum fee of $500.  The USU Swing Club helps promote the building and brings in people all over the State of Utah.  

The City Council agreed to allow the Elite Hall Restoration Committee to apply for the 2019 RAPZ Tax Grant for the year 2019 only.  The City relies on the RAPZ Tax Grant to build parks and will need grant money for parks in 2020.  The City will no longer allow sports groups to rent the building in 2019 for the practice of soccer, basketball, softball/baseball, lacrosse, etc.  Sports are no longer allowed in the Elite Hall except for basketball at a family party.  The City Council also agreed to set the rental rate for the USU Swing Club at $100 plus $1.00 per person with a maximum fee of $500.

OTHER BUSINESS:

ANNEXATION AGREEMENTS.

The City Council reviewed the annexation agreements for the Clawson annexation and recommended some changes to help with consistency throughout agreements and to further clarify the City’s intent.  City Recorder Stephanie Fricke will make the recommended changes to the agreements and send them to the City Council for their review before she sends them to the annexation petitioners for their approval.

BUILDING RENTAL FEES.

City Recorder Stephanie Fricke said with the increase to Elite Hall rental rates for dances people are starting to rent the Civic Center, but they are saying its for a small family party since the rates are cheap.  However, they are using the building for dances and other activities that are not allowed in the Civic Center.  She suggested the City Council set a $1,000 fine that is placed on resident’s utility bill or a nonresident’s credit card if the building is used for a use that is not allowed or for an incorrect rental use in order to get a lower rate.  The $1,000 fine would be in addition to the City keeping the small deposit that is required for the buildings.  By implementing a $1,000 fine it will not punish those users who use the buildings for a proper use.  

The City Council agreed to applying a $1,000 fine for reservation of buildings for incorrect use or a use not allowed in building.   A resolution officially setting the fine will be placed on the next City Council agenda for approval. 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS.

Councilmember Adams suggested that JBS be required to install a street light near the crosswalk so that their employees can be seen at night.

Councilmember Rasmussen said Holidays at Hardware Ranch was Saturday, December 1 and there were over 1,200 wagon rides given that day and the citizens really seemed to enjoy it.  There will be a New York New Years Eve Party at the Elite Hall celebrating the new year at 10:00 p.m.  Dinner is catered by Firehouse and is $10 per person or $40 for a family of five.  The dance starts at 8:00 p.m. Dance only tickets are $5 per person or $15 per family.

Councilmember James the Senior Center’s Bazaar was a great success and took in $8,500 in sales.  

Councilmember Bingham said the Hyrum City Princess Pageant is on January 26 in the Hyrum Civic Center.  The Youth Council appointments will be before City Council Meeting on January 3, 2019.  Hyrum City Ski Night at Beaver Mountain is January 2. 

Councilmember Clawson said the City may want to consider charging a filing fee to run for a municipal office.  This may help in reducing the number of people who aren’t really interested in running for office but file anyways.

Mayor Miller reminded the City Council of the Hyrum City Employee Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Civic Center.

ADJOURNMENT:
  
ACTION	There being no further business before the City Council, the Council Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 


								
				_________________________________
				Stephanie Miller
				Mayor 


ATTEST:


______________________________
Stephanie Fricke
City Recorder

Approved:  _January 3, 2019____      
          	As Written
