
 

 
RESOLUTION #___ 

 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PROVO, UTAH REGARDING UTAH’S HOUSING NEEDS. 
 

WHEREAS, Utah’s population growth is among the highest in the nation, the result of a strong                
economy, larger family sizes and high quality life measures; and 

WHEREAS, the developable land in Utah’s most populated valleys is rapidly disappearing; and 

WHEREAS, research conducted by the University of Utah has shown that for the first time in 40                 
years Utah has had more new households than new housing units provided, resulting in a housing                
shortage that is contributing to housing costs to increasing, so that many Utah families are struggling to                 
meet their housing needs; and 

WHEREAS, since 2011 this housing gap, or shortage of housing, is estimated to be above               
50,000 units and growing each year, even as Utah led the nation in percentage terms of housing                 
construction last year.  

WHEREAS, "Housing affordability" means the ability of a household to occupy a housing             
unit paying no more than 30% of the household's income for gross housing costs, including utilities. 

WHEREAS, the current affordable housing crisis in Utah is concentrated in households with             
incomes below the median income but left unaddressed the median price of a home in the Wasatch Front                  
would be $700,000 within in a generation impacting a majority of Utah families. 

WHEREAS, accommodating a significant portion of Utah’s population growth in proximity to            
employment opportunities allows people to live closer to work, reduce driving, reduce air pollution, reduce               
household transportation costs, decrease infrastructure costs, and maintain and improve the quality of life              
for Utah’s residents; and 

WHEREAS, cities that adopt measures encouraging and supporting housing affordability will           
improve the overall prosperity, air quality, as well as reduce housing and transportation cost not only for                 
their cities, but for the region and state. 

WHEREAS, reducing regulatory barriers and fees to all types of housing will improve housing              
affordability, maintain Utah’s premier business climate, and decrease infrastructure costs; and 

WHEREAS, the Salt Lake Chamber’s Housing GAP Coalition is working with local governments             
to raise awareness about the choices to promote and increase housing affordability, preserve our strong               
economy and protect the quality of life in the face of rapid growth.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF PROVO, UTAH: 
 

SECTION 1. Pledge of support. Together with other Utah local governments and community             
stakeholders, we as a city are committed to ensuring housing affordability is attainable for all Utah                
residents, and we recognize our ability to implement various smart growth strategies to promote and               
maintain housing affordability.  
 

SECTION 2. Measures to be taken. The city pledges to adopt and implement measures that are                
designed to: 



 

 
 

1. Minimize barriers, including exercising restraint in impact and permit fee increases, to the             
provision of all housing and provides housing opportunity for all of incomes and life stages; 

2. Review and reform existing practices, including zoning, impact and other fees, and other potential              
impacts that would negatively impact housing affordability; 

3. Plan and allow significant housing opportunities near employment centers, public transportation,           
and other amenities; 

4. Increasing public and government awareness and understanding of the housing affordability          
needs of our city, region and state; 

5. Think and coordinate regionally about local land use decisions; 
6. Align housing, infrastructure, and economic development efforts; and 
7. Promote collaboration with other communities, elected officials, and stakeholders on additional           

solutions.  
 
Toward these ends, we will review and, as needed, update our general plan, comply with the 2018                 
moderate income housing legislation, and take other steps as appropriate. 
 

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage            
by the legislative body and upon its notice as required by law. 
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Presenter 
Council discussion 
 

Issue File # 
18-070 

Item Short Title 
A discussion regarding the Salt Lake Chamber's Affordable 
Housing Resolution (18-070) 
  
Intended Outcome of Discussion/Requested Action 

There are some aspects of the housing affordability issue that we 
can’t easily change. However, the Salt Lake Chamber believes 
that if every city in Utah passed the Affordable Housing 
Resolution, it would go a long way towards easing the crunch that 
many in Utah are feeling. 

Background  

Brynn Mortensen, Public Policy Analyst, with the Salt Lake 
Chamber came to the August 7, 2018 Work Meeting and 
presented on issues that Provo City could address, including 
information on the way we handle land use and housing policy at 
the local level. She presented the research from the Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute, which included actionable steps that 
cities, towns and counties can take to examine their housing 
policies and make a difference. You can read the entire study 
here. 

The Affordable Housing Resolution is the next step that the Salt 
Lake Chamber is asking cities to take. They have indicated there 
will be a public list of cities that approve the resolution and 
include those that did not approve the resolution. Thus far, there 
have been three passed in the state at the local level: Draper City, 
Farmington City, and Box Elder County. 

At the September 18, 2018 Housing Committee meeting, the 
Committee discussed the action steps and proposed making 
slight amendments to the wording and gave general consensus 
based on this recommendation. The proposed amended Section 2 
of the resolution, including action steps, is stated below: 
 



Section 2. Measures to be taken. The city pledges to adopt 
and implement measures that are designed to: 
 

1. Minimize barriers, including exercising restraint in 
impact and permit fee increases, to the provision of all 
housing and provides housing opportunity for all of 
incomes and life stages;  
To read: Minimize barriers to the provision of all 
housing and provide housing opportunity for all incomes 
and life stages; 

2. Review and reform existing practices, including zoning, 
impact and other fees, and other potential impacts that 
would negatively impact housing affordability; 
To read: Review and reform existing that would 
negatively impact housing affordability; 

3. Plan and allow significant housing opportunities near 
employment centers, public transportation, and other 
amenities; 

4. Increasing public and government awareness and 
understanding of the housing affordability needs of our 
city, region and state; 

5. Think and coordinate regionally about local land use 
decisions; 

6. Align housing, infrastructure, and economic development 
efforts; and 

7. Promote collaboration with other communities, elected 
officials, and stakeholders on additional solutions. 

Compatibility with the General Plan, Priorities, or 
Vision 2030 
  
Vision 2030 
Goal 2.1 - Protect existing owner-occupied housing and 
neighborhoods and encourage an increased percentage of owner-
occupied or long-term residency housing in Provo 
neighborhoods. 
 
Goal 2.3 - Disperse the increasing demand for rental housing 
throughout the county. 
 
Goal 5.3 - Encourage stability and owner occupancy in Provo's 
housing stock by recognizing that zoning and land use have a 
significant and direct impact on the local school district and the 
district's ability to educate its students. Families that are unstable 
in terms of their location within the community make educating 
their children a daunting challenge for the school system. 

 



PLANNING COMMISSION
September 12, 2018



George Bills requests a Zone Change from Public Facilities (PF) to 
Agriculture 1 (A1.1) for 5.89 acres located at 1437 E 2300 N

Rock Canyon neighborhood
PLRZ20180239

ITEM 3*



Ranked Choice Voting
A Sweet Demonstration













Write In Candidate

No Image Allowed





What didn’t happen...
❌ Strawberry Ice Cream didn't ask 

Raspberry to withdraw.
❌ Raspberry Ice Cream didn't accuse 

Strawberry of bribery.
❌ Fudge Brownie didn’t go negative.
❌ There was no pressure to find a 

consensus Ice Cream candidate.



What did happen...
✅ We saved paper by only having one 

vote, rather than a primary.

✅ Voters could vote their conscience 
without fear of helping the foil.

➖ The non-competitive candidate was 
not weeded out.
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