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	Bear River Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
April 24, 2012

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

BRAG Large Conference Room 


Attending – Adrian Gayle, Deb Harvey, Lynn Lemon, Brian Shaffer 

Other – Michelle Benson, Lisa Freund, Marion Layne, Kristine Johnson, Zac Covington,
  Ross Peterson, Roger Jones
Absent – Robin Troxell, Melanie Stoddard, Don Albrecht, Mary Bennett, Ken Brown, Norm Weston, Bill Cox
Approval of Minutes – Minutes could not be approved this month as there were not enough attendees.   They will be approved at the next meeting.

Welcome and Introductions- Adrian Gale : Adrian opened the meeting by welcoming everyone. 
State Board of Aging –Adrian Gale: No report. The next meeting will be in May.
Mobility Management: Ross Peterson and Zac Covington came to discuss Mobility Management. The consulting firm is in the process of doing a cost benefit study with providers in the different counties. The analysis will look at the cost of current transportation services and current and future funding sources that can be access for transportation. They have also talked to UDOT about the 5311 program that provides funding in operations expense for running a bus and will also pay for buying buses.  The next meeting will be early summer.  If anyone has questions to please contact Zac Covington at the BRAG office.  
Directors Report – Michelle Benson

Administration for Community Living: The Administration on Aging has been moved into a new federal entity called the Administration for Community Living.  The goal is to increase access to community supports by older adults and people with disabilities.   There do not appear to be many changes to this point with how the Older American’s Act program will be administered.  
Provider RFPs: On May 9th we will be having a meeting for any provider interested in submitting a proposal for the Caregiver and Alternatives support program.  The requests for proposal (RFP) is open every three years.   Invitations have been sent to 45 different agencies. Legal notices will also be posted in the Herald Journal and Standard Examiner. The providers offer a range of services including personal care, homemaking, facility respite care, and in-home respite care.   It is a competitive bid process.  In the past, the competition has kept the prices low.  Hopefully this will be the case this year.   The proposals are due June 8th.  The proposals will be presented for approval by the Advisory Council in the June meeting. 

Medicaid Data Breach: At least 750,000 people in the state have had some kind of identity compromise because of the data breach.  BRAG clients and staff as well as other seniors have been affected.  Case managers are working with their clients to help them access the free credit check service.  The process has been difficult as many of our clients do not read the letters from the Utah Health Department because they are difficult to understand.  There are also a variety of scams related to the breach being conducted.  We are trying to work with the seniors we serve to warn them about these scams as well. There is a website and a hotline developed by the Utah Health Department so people can get the most current information on the situation. 

District Retreat: On May 3rd,  we will be having our annual district training at the Lodge in Perry. We have a dynamic speaker coming to talk about customer service and some issues common in senior centers such as bullying.  We will also be honoring 5 employees that have been employed for 20 years or more in either a Senior Center or the Area Agency on Agency.  
Area Plan:

This is an update year for the area plan.  Michelle reviewed the goals and objectives, program accomplishments, service priorities, and projected service numbers for next year.  One of the goals discussed is to build a better relationship with Bear River Mental Health. Lynn Lemon and Brian Shaffer said that they would talk to the Mental Health board about how seniors feel their needs are not being met. Michelle will present the area plan to the Governing board on May 22 and then to the State Board of Aging in June.  
Motion to approve the area plan by Adrian.  The plan was approved by Lynn Lemon and Brian Shaffer.   As this does not constitute a quorum, other members of the council will be contacted by email and phone for their vote prior to the Advisory Council chair signing the approved plan.

**Note the plan did receive necessary additional affirmative votes from Mary Bennett, Ken Brown, Deb Harvey.

Preventative Health:  Preventative health money can now only be used for evidence based disease prevention and health promotion programs and activities.   To use the funding for a class, instructors have to be certified and the program has to be demonstrated to be effective in preventing disease. Health screenings such as foot care or blood pressure clinics are allowable.  
Nancy Green – Brigham City Senior Center: The property north of Senior Center has been purchased to expand the parking lot.  The building is also scheduled for the seismic upgrade this summer which will require the removal of much of the senior center’s roof.  The activities at the center will be displaced but they will continue to provide meals out of the kitchen as it will not be affected.  May is Older Americans month; the theme is “You are never to old to play”.  Access Home Care is sponsoring a zoo trip and only charging gas money. There will also be a senior talent show on May 18th where a “senior idol” will be crowned . They have had much success with Zumba Gold classes and have 40 people in attendance who are beginning to get involved in other ways as well.  
Kristine Johnson – Cache Senior Center: They are also remodeling and have some new carpet and paint. They have had a senior request a cooking class that shows you have to cook for one or two. There is a field trip every month and some fun transportation coordination. They are starting a game called “Where’s Barry”, where you have to guess where Barry is by his picture and clues about the area. 
Marion Layne – Bear River Senior Center:  No report.

Bill Cox – Rich County Senior Center:  No report.

Meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Next meeting:  June 20, 2012 at the BRAG office
