			SAFETY NET MEETING        March 1, 2012
Participants in Salt Lake City:  Mike Leetham, Jean Goode, Bonnie Peters, Paul Murphy, Anne Wilde, Joni Holm, Shannon Price, Pat Merkley, Joe Darger, AJ Hunt, Aaron Bronson, Amy Bronson, Colton Leetham
Participants in St. George:  Gordon Gunn, Teresa Banks, Adam Elliott, Carolyn Hamblin
Telephone:   Beth Engles, Office in Kingman, Community Legal Services, bengles@clsaz.org
Welcome and Introductions:
Mike welcomed everyone and introductions were made.  The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by Bonnie to approve the minutes.  Paul seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Community and Agency Updates:
Jean reported that the billboard about Safety Net is now up in Apple Valley.  The radio spots are also being aired all month.
Bonnie reported on a grant to provide outreach and will publicize in April for child abuse prevention month.
Shannon announced an education program on Saturday on sexual health and drugs and alcohol.  Dr. Seig and Dr. Cox from Weber State will present.  Shannon will open it to all youth.
Paul continues to receive Warren Jeffs revelations and is concerned about stricter controls, as well as segregation of men and women.  He received a call from someone who has been reading books and wants to be involved, so he passed her information to Pat and Tonia.
Anne has requests from the media who want to talk to members of the culture.  An offer of pay was made for appearance in a series.  There is an interest in the culture and an opportunity for outreach.
Joni reported more youth are coming out and she has many staying at her home.
Pat reported collaboration with Holding out Help, Diversity, and Joni.  A lot of heartbreak and desperation among youth who left and are scared for their families.  Volunteers who want to be mentors are seeking opportunities.  Some will be seen through the Family Support Center.  One mentor will be assigned per child or family.  Many more people exited last weekend.
Shannon reported she is doing more assistance for Medicaid in her office.
Anne asked if people we help want to keep the belief system or if they are leaving it.  Pat said some want pre-Jeffs beliefs but reject Jeff’s proclamations.
Pat distributed flyers and registration forms for the conference.  It will be finalized after this meeting.
St. George members were asked about updates and there were none.
Mike reported being involved with a young man who came out of the FLDS community.  An older brother is in process of getting guardianship.  This man lives close to Mike and he will be providing outreach.
Mike offered to accept speaking opportunities throughout the state.  Recently he and Anne went to Price and presented to a group there.
Book Promotion in Safety Net:
An e-mail was received from a committee member who did not feel Safety Net should promote books.  Paul mentioned he would hate to have their voices be silenced.  Aaron felt it was more about making information known.  Anne said it would be helpful to announce books.
A discussion followed about whether to invite authors to the meeting to discuss their books and whether this fits the goals and agenda of the Safety Net committee.   Some felt that presentations can help promote understanding of the lifestyle.  Others felt it is important to hear everyone’s perspective.  It was pointed out that Safety Net is trying to provide safety first and foremost.   There is a need to bridge understanding about seeing people as people.  Little research has been done on looking at the healthy aspects of the culture.  It was pointed out that presentations should be tied to the goals and objectives of the Safety Net.  If there are issues going on that are within the purvue of the Safety Net committee, we should address them. 
Paul made a motion to invite authors to speak but not promote books, as in an open forum but not promotional.  Anne seconded the motion,.  Carolyn suggested modifying the motion to only present information pertinent to our goals.  It was noted that other people write articles and produce documentaries, etc.  Aaron suggested they come and tell about their experience in order to promote understanding and safety.  Jan suggested that if someone is put on the agenda and invited to make a presentation, Mike should make a decision and set the agenda, especially if there is a concern.
Paul withdrew his motion and suggested that Mike be allowed to make a decision about speakers and presentations.  The speaker needs to be clear not to promote books.  It was suggested to use the goals and objectives as guidelines.  Mike will decide what guidelines are to further the goals and agenda of improving access, understanding and justice.  The Safety Net committee lets concerns be known in setting the agenda.
Conference Planning:
Pat mentioned the conference and that Alina Darger is going to lead off, and wondered whether she can tell about her book.  It was agreed that this is accepted when speakers are brought to a conference. Paul commented on the quality of speakers for the conference and noted they are excellent. Joe also felt it is a great conference and targets a new population to attend.
 We brought up questions of having vendors set up tables and will  need to discuss this as a committee.  Joe mentioned that it is a good idea to open up to vendors.  It will raise funds and will allow the group to tell about their organization.  To close our minds to it shuts off resources.  Shannon stated it is an opportunity for questions and answers with agencies. Iris mentioned that in the Spanish coalition, their experience is to charge more for profit organizations and less for non-profits.  Jean will help with vendors as well as Shannon and Paul.
Joe asked how we are marketing the conference on June 15, 2012.  Pat indicated she is purchasing a list of social workers from NASW.  She is also looking at inviting teachers, school counselors, home school  leaders.  Joe has ties to Jordan School district and will talk to James Stoddard.  Shannon offered to help with Park City schools.  Paul suggested press releases.  Pat contacted Carol Lear on how to promote this.  Shannon suggested including colleges such as Weber, Salt Lake Community College, University of Utah.  Pat invited suggestions from districts and individual resources about whom to invite.
Other Issues or Topics:
No other topics were presented for discussion.  Joni made a motion for the meeting to adjourn, Paul seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.    

 

 

 

SAFETY NET MEETING        March 1, 2012

 

Participants in Salt Lake City:  Mike Leetham, Jean Goode, Bonnie Peters, Pau

l Murphy, Anne Wilde, Joni 

Holm

, Shannon Price, Pat Merkley, Joe Darger, AJ Hunt, Aaron Bronson, Amy Bronson,

 

Colton Leetham

 

Participants in St. George:  Gordon Gunn, Teresa Banks, Adam Elliott, Carolyn Hamblin

 

Telephone:   Beth Engles, 

O

ffice in Kingman, Community Legal Services, 

bengles@clsaz.org

 

Welcome and Introductions:

 

Mike welcomed e

veryone and introductions were made.  The minutes were reviewed and a motion was 

made by Bonnie to approve the minutes.  Paul seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

 

Community and Agency Updates:

 

Jean reported that the billboard about Safety Net is 

now up in Apple Valley.  The radio spots are also 

being aired all month.

 

Bonnie reported on a grant to provide outreach and will publicize in April for child abuse prevention 

month.

 

Shannon announced an education program on Saturday on sexual health and dr

ugs and a

lcohol.  Dr. 

Seig and Dr. Cox from Weber State will present.  Shannon will open it to all youth.

 

Paul continues to receive Warren Jeffs revelations

 

and

 

is concerned about stricter controls,

 

as well as

 

segregation of men and women.  He received a c

all from someone who has been reading books and 

wants to be involved, so he passed h

er information to Pat and Tonia.

 

Anne has requests from the media who want to talk to members of the culture.  An offer of pay was 

made for appearance in a series.  There i

s an interest in the culture and an opportunity for outreach.

 

Joni reported more youth are coming out and she has many staying at her home.

 

Pat reported col

laboration with Holding out Help

, Diversity, and Joni.  A lot of heartbreak and 

desperation among yo

u

t

h

 

who left and are scared for their families.  Volunteers who want to be 

mentors are seeking opportunities.  Some will be seen through the Family Support Center.  One mentor 

will be assigned per child or family.  Many more people exited last weekend.

 

Sha

nnon reported she is doing more assistance for Medicaid in her office.

 

Anne asked if people we help want to keep the belief system or if they are leaving it.  Pat said some 

want pre

-

Jeffs beliefs but reject Jeff’s proclamations.

 

Pat distributed flyers and 

registration forms for the conference.  It will be finalized after this meeting.

 

St. George members were asked about updates and there were none.

 

