
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2018 - 1:00 p.m. 

St. George City Hall 

175 East 200 North 

St. George, UT 
 

PRESENT           
Chuck Gillette, Ivins City, Public Works Director, Chair 
Todd Edwards for Ron Whitehead, Washington County Public Works Director, Vice-Chair 
Arthur LeBaron, Hurricane City Engineer  
Jay Sandberg, St. George City Engineer    
Monty Thurber, St. George City, Engineer Associate/Traffic Coordinator 
Mike Shaw, Washington City, Public Works Director 
Kyle Gubler, LaVerkin City Administrator 
Cameron Cutler, St. George City, Public Works Director 
Chris Hall for Kirk Thornock, UDOT, Region Four 
Myron Lee, Dixie MPO, Five County AOG 
Kathy Starks, UDOT 
Ed Baca, St. George City Council 
Bronson Bundy, Washington City 
Nathan Merrill, Southern Utah Bicycle Association 
Rick Snyder, Sunrise Engineering 
Bob Lamoreaux, Stanley 
Kayde Roberts, Jones & Demille 
Taylor Ricks, PEC 
Aron Baker, Horrocks Engineers 
Cody Howick, Civil Science 
Ronielle Howard, Ronielle Howard and Associates 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT 

Jack Taylor, Santa Clara City Public Works Director 
Ty Bringhurst, Toquerville City 
Angela Rohr, Leeds Town 
Steve Call, FHWA, Planning Engineer 
Kelly Lund, FHWA, Planning Engineer 
Elden Bingham, UDOT Planning (Excused) 
 
 
Mr. Chuck Gillette, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. and welcomed those in 
attendance.  It was noted that a quorum was present to conduct business.  Mr. Gillette 
entertained a motion to amend the agenda to shift Item #4-B, Traffic Operations Center Tour, to 
the beginning of the meeting. 
 

MOTION WAS MADE BY ARTHUR LEBARON, SECONDED BY MIKE SHAW, TO AMEND 

THE AGENDA TO MOVE AGENDA ITEM #4-B TO THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING.  

MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.  
 

4. SERVICES 

 

 B. Traffic Operations Center (TOC) Tour:  Mr. Myron Lee indicated that a 

group was led on a tour of the TOC by Monty Thurber prior to the beginning of 
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the meeting.  Voting members can tour the TOC now or at the end of the 
meeting.  It was the consensus of the group to remain after the meeting for the 
TOC tour.   

 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

 A. Minutes from February 7, 2018 Meeting:  Mr. Chuck Gillette, Chair, 

presented minutes from the February 7, 2018 Dixie Transportation Advisory 
Committee (DTAC) meeting for discussion and consideration. 

 

MOTION WAS MADE BY ARTHUR LEBARON, SECONDED BY TODD 

EDWARDS, TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 7, 2018 MEETING 

AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

2. LONG RANGE PLANNING 

 

 A. Discussion of UDOT’s Safety Performance Measures:  Mr. Myron Lee 

referenced a projection of UDOT’s safety performance measures that DTAC 
members will review and discuss.  The MPO must agree to the safety 
performance measures established by UDOT or set their own measures.  
UDOT goals will be reviewed for DTAC members for acceptance and 
recommendation of adoption by DTEC.  All projects approved by the MPO will 
need to show how they contribute to the performance measures.  Several 
performance measures will be rolled out by UDOT this summer.  One in 
particular, safety standards, is ready for discussion by this group.   Performance 
measures are available on the UDOT website.  This also includes federal 
performance measures that were part of the FAST Act passed in 2014.  Today’s 
discussion will focus on the FHWA safety matrix.  Other measures that will be 
coming out include infrastructure performance, congestion reduction, etc. as 
listed on the website.  UDOT’s goal in reference to safety measures is to reduce 
serious injury and fatal crashes by 2.5 percent annually.  Measurements for this 
goal will include a five-year average.  Over the past five years, the Dixie MPO 
has had four fatalities for serious injury accidents for motorized travel.  There 
have been a total of three non-motorized serious injury accidents over the past 
five years.  The goal is to decrease serious injuries and the serious injury rate.  
He referenced the state fatality rate for 2011 forward.  In 2017, the MPO 
experienced 51.8 serious injury accidents, and in 2016 the rate was 45.6.  
Detailed information is presented on the UDOT website.  Mr. Lee explained 
what would occur if the state of Utah fails to meet their established goal.  It is 
important that all projects included on the TIP have a safety element that could 
include shoulders, safety barriers, etc.   

 
Mr. Arthur LeBaron mentioned that the majority of accidents with serious injury or 
fatalities are a result of human error.  Therefore, an education campaign should 
be a component for the MPO.  Mr. Myron Lee mentioned that there are action 
items included in the Dixie MPO Long Range Plan addressing safety that include 
education.  One option would be for the MPO to become more involved in the 
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Zero Fatalities campaign to bring more awareness of the program into this 
region.  Most of the serious injury accidents are tied to seat belt violations, 
speed and distracted driving.  It was noted that UDOT does a good job of 
counting and providing statistics to the MPO.  Mr. Chuck Gillette suggested that 
more data needs to be provided to compare the rate with nationwide safety 
standards.  At this point it is difficult to judge whether the MPO needs a more 
aggressive or less aggressive goal than the state of Utah.  Mountainlands and 
Wasatch Front MPOs have determined that they will adopt the state goal of 2.5 
percent.  If the MPO is close to the state average, it would make sense to adopt 
the state goal.  This needs to be an agenda item for further discussion during 
the April DTAC meeting.  Mr. Cameron Cutler reported that St. George City staff 
examines areas were a number of accidents have occurred to determine what 
can be done to address safety in these areas.  It was noted that UDOT utilizes 
all of the HISP funds to address safety. 

 

MOTION WAS MADE BY ARTHUR LEBARON, SECONDED BY CAMERON 

CUTLER, FOR THE DIXIE MPO TO ADOPT THE UDOT SAFETY 

PERFORMANCE MEASURE.  MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

 B. Review of Public Comments on Amendment #2 of the 2015-2040 Dixie 

MPO Regional Transportation Plan:  Mr. Myron Lee referenced a previous 

recommendation to amend the Dixie MPO Regional Transportation Plan as 
follows: 1) Refine cost estimates for projects that had been completed and paid 
for; 2) Bring the 100 South Underpass into Phase I of the LRP; 3) Bring the 700 
South Underpass into Phase II of the LRP; and 4) Split the Northern Washington 
Parkway Corridor environmental project into Phase I into two pieces, one being 
Washington Parkway from Green Springs Drive to Exit 13 for a widening and 
new construction concept, and the other being the Northern Corridor from Red 
Hills Parkway to Washington Parkway.   

 
During the public comment period, a total of eight comments were provided on 
the proposed amendment.  The deadline for comments was Monday, March 5th.  
Staff has read through the comments but has not had a chance to respond to 
any of the comments.  The shortest comment read: “No to Washington 
Parkway”.  It is difficult to respond not know what the objection is based on.  A 
three page letter was submitted from an individual who thinks that the 700 South 
and 100 South projects should be amended into the LRP and that the 
Washington Parkway project between Red Hills Parkway and Green Springs 
Drive should do a better job in looking at environmental concerns.  One of the 
comments provided regarding the Northern Corridor outlines why it should not 
happen.  Most of the objections are in regards to environmental clearances.  
This portion of the corridor is remaining in the environmental study phase for the 
purpose of addressing environmental concerns.  A copy of all comments 
received will be forwarded to committee members via email.  Members are 
asked to review the comments over the next week and provide any thoughts to 
Mr. Lee for presentation to the Dixie Transportation Executive Council (DTEC) in 
two weeks.  A copy of the draft response to comments from the MPO will be 
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forwarded via email this week as well.  It was noted that when the LRP was 
adopted in 2015 there were 28 comments, of which 26 were regarding the 
Toquerville Bypass Road.  
 
   

                          

3. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

 

A. Transportation Expo 2018 Review and Report:  Ms. Ronielle Howard 

presented a review and report of the 2018 Transportation Expo.  There were 
687 attendees, of which 351 participated in the survey.  Two individuals 
participated online and the rest completed the printed survey.  Participation by 
city at the Expo remains steady, with a 5% increase in Washington City 
attendees this year.  The majority of those participating in the survey are senior 
citizens.  Respondents were asked to prioritize transportation issues for air 
quality, capacity, congestion, economic development, safety, and wildlife 
preservation.  Almost one-half indicated that congestion was the number one 
priority.  In previous years, safety was ranked number one.  The survey asked 
what type of facilities people would like to see more of and the response included 
more biking lane, ped and hiking trails, transit options, etc.  The number of 
respondents wanting less of these things is significantly lower than those wanting 
more.  The survey asked in active transportation should be a priority and the 
response was a little bit lower than previous years.  They were asked what 
would make transit better and people would like to see stops closer to their home 
and desired destinations.  The support for expanding bus service has remained 
high over the years, but the support dropped off by 60% when asked specifically 
about a route to Springdale.  Most respondents preferred a suburban housing 
development preference, followed by rural.  A number of project specific 
questions were included in the survey.  Overwhelmingly, the projects of concern 
were Bluff Street, St. George City trails, and Washington Parkway.  A fair 
number of written comments were provided that will be included in a final report 
of the Expo.  A copy of the final report will be forwarded to DTAC members.                  

 

4. SHORT RANGE PLAN 

 

 A. Legislative Update:   Mr. Myron Lee reported that there have been a number 

of versions of Senate bill 136, Transportation Governance Amendments.  He 
explained the original transit taxes available at counties expiring in 2022 as an 
effort to spur communities to include transit.  This was an issue because some 
cities would like to incorporate transit over a period of time as UTA has done on 
the Wasatch Front.  The bill originally included a sales tax increase, vehicle 
registration fees, and other increases for rental cars, the transit room tax.  All of 
these have gone away with amendments to the bill.  Substitute number five 
passed at the House level and it has gone back to the Senate for concurrence.  
This substitute takes out all of the tax increases.  It also opened the window 
between 2019 and 2022 that if the county chooses not to implement a 
countywide transit sales tax that the local option sales tax would be available to 
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individual cities.  This can be passed with a voter referendum or without a 
referendum.  The referendum vote in Washington County that was done in 2016 
did not pass.  The legislation also allows a county to impose the tax without a 
voter referendum until July 2019.  If the county does not pass this by 2019, it 
would open the option up to individual cities to impost a quarter cent sales tax.  
One half would go to transit and the other half to roads in that city.  That window 
closes in 2022 and it would go back to what it is currently where it could only be 
passed by a county with a voter referendum.  The other three quarter cent sales 
tax options that are available for transit were taken out of the original bill and 
they will remain the same.  The bill changes the Board of Directors for UTA, 
changes the name of UTA to Transit District Utah, creates a transportation 
transit improvement fund for transit corridor preservation and capital 
improvements.  It also brings some transit planning responsibilities back from 
UTA to UDOT.  This will result in a second deputy director of UDOT over 
planning and transportation mode planning.  

 
There is also another bill out there being pushed by Our Schools Now that 
proposes a 10 cent per gallon gasoline tax increase.  This would be divided with 
30% to the B & C road fund and 70% to UDOT.  In exchange, general fund 
monies now going to UDOT would be shifted into the general fund for education.  
This would be a shift in funding sources for transportation and education.  If 
passed, this bill would provide more B & C road monies to cities and counties 
and UDOT would be held harmless.                 

     

5. LOCAL PROJECT STATUS UPDATES 

 

A. Hurricane:  Mr. Arthur LeBaron reported that Hurricane City will be completing 

a regional slurry seal project with LaVerkin, Toquerville and Leeds.   Bids have 
been received for the 300 North project, and the Purgatory Road Environmental 
is still ongoing.  Hurricane City is also working to update their Transportation 
Master Plan.     

B. Ivins:  Mr. Chuck Gillette reported that Ivins is advertising for slurry seal and 

chip projects in conjunction with Santa Clara City.  Discussions are ongoing with 
some land owners along the Western Corridor for some minor shifts in the 
proposed roadway.   

 

 C. LaVerkin: Mr. Kyle Gubler reported that the City is teaming up with a developer 

to apply a slurry seal on 180 West and also working with Hurricane on slurry seal 

projects.  LaVerkin City is also working on their Transportation Plan. 
 

 D. Leeds:  None. 
 

E. St. George:  Mr. Jay Sandberg reported that there are some closures on 

Bloomington Drive for final paving and a section of storm drain.  Work is 
ongoing on the Riverside 2450 signal and the city has several requests for 
additional signals in various areas.  Slurry seal project will begin soon as well. 
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  F. Santa Clara: None. 

 

G. Toquerville: None. 

 

 H. Washington City:  Mr. Mike Shaw reported that Washington City is still 

working the Milepost 11 environmental study.  Bids for slurry seal projects will 
open tomorrow.  Work will begin on Washington Parkway as soon as the Dixie 
MPO Long Range Plan amendment is completed.  The city is hoping to have a 
consultant on board by summer for this project.  The city is still working on 
right-of-way acquisition for Merrill Road.   

 

 I. Washington County: None. 

 

J. UDOT:  Mr. Chris Hall reported that UDOT is doing a micro seal project on 

SR-9.  Work will begin at milepost 22 on I-15 on passing lanes.  Design has 
started on the Southern Parkway project.  Right-of-way is progressing on the 
400 South Underpass project.     

 
     
 

7. STATE AND FEDERAL UPDATE 
 

A. Program Development - UDOT:  None.  
 

B. Federal Oversight: None. 
 

8. UPCOMING MEETINGS / DEADLINES 

 

Upcoming meetings are scheduled as follows: 1) Transportation Commission 

Meeting in Springdale-- Friday, March 16, 2018; and 2) Dixie Transportation 

Executive Committee (DTEC)-- Wednesday, March 21, 2018; and 3) Dixie 

Transportation Advisory Committee (DTAC)-- Wednesday, April 4, 2018. 
 

Mr. Myron Lee encouraged committee members to attend the Transportation 
Commission meeting in Springdale to thank the committee for all of the funding 
programmed for projects in this area including the Southern Parkway, SR-9 
Interchange, Bluff Street, etc.  The meeting will be held at the Springdale Town Hall 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY MIKE SHAW AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR 

LEBARON.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.        


