


South Sevier High School Community Council Minutes
Dec. 12, 2011
Meeting called to order by Merilee Wilson in Media Center at 3:30 p.m.
In attendance: 
Mike Bailey, Becky Bastian, Conna Chapman, Scott Hunt, Allison Leavitt, Tammy Nilsson, Julie parker, Sarah Schofield, Paula Roberts, Erika Sirrine, JoAnn Topham, Nancy Ware, Merilee Wilson
Minutes of Nov 14 were read and approved with the following corrections:  Linda Leavitt was added to the list of those in attendance, and a correction on the spelling of Tammi Nilsson.
Merilee welcomed everyone and turned the time to Mr. Hunt for Counselors Corner.  Mr. Hunt reported on the progress of senior interviews.  This is a time when he shares financial aid and scholarship information with students and parents as well as checks on their graduation readiness.  SEOP meetings were held on Thursday, Dec 8.  PLAN test results, ASVAB results, NWEA scores were shared with parents.  Mr. Hunt recently presented information on Bullying to the freshmen class during Mrs. Schofield’s Language Arts classes.  He commented that we still have some problems with bullying in our school, but are hoping this class will help students realize that they can make a difference in stopping bullying in our school.
	Mr. Hunt also reported that there will be a representative from University Utah’s Medical school presenting information to those students who are interested in seeking a career in the Medical field.  Mr. Bailey commented that Mr. Brady is interested in starting a Health Science Club (HOSA) at our school.  Marilee asked what time the U of U presentation will be.  Mr. Hunt stated the meeting will be during 3rd period in Mr. Brady’s room.  Merilee commented that the students who attend Snow Richfield will not be in school that day and would be available to attend if they knew about it.
Tammy Nilsson asked about making the PLAN test results available to junior teachers as they are working with those students to prepare them for the ACT.  Mr. Bailey commented that there is a website coming online in January that will provide that information.   Mr. Hunt stated he thought the website was just individual information not group data.  Mr. Bailey and Mr. Hunt will look into that.
Merilee Wilson provided additional information to follow-up on the discussion held last month about providing a Spanish class for next year’s schedule.  Further research has revealed that the schools in our area that provide foreign language have done so at the expense of larger class sizes.  Although they do not want to increase class sizes, many members of the council feel it is important to pursue foreign language options for SSHS students.  There was considerable discussion about the number of SSHS students in the current Spanish class, numbers of college bound SSHS students, preparation for college acceptance, basic career preparation for our students, etc.  The proposal Merilee presented is to continue collecting data to support the need for a foreign language offering and draft a letter expressing our concerns about providing foreign language, review and edit the draft if needed, vote on whether the Community Council supports the letter, if it would be more effective coming from a group of parents, then present the letter to Superintendant Mickelson asking for help in finding a solution to this concern.  Mr. Bailey felt that the request would be more effective coming from the Community Council.  The council approved the proposal to pursue this.  
Mr. Bailey informed the council of recent happenings at SSHS, i.e. Parent/Teacher SEOP Conferences, Cinderella production (still working on repairing the lights), Giving It Back kick off assembly, grade progress reports, eligibility checks and the purchase of iPads for the teachers as approved by the council in the October mtg.  iPads will be given to the teachers Tues. a.m. at faculty mtg.
Conna Chapman commented that her student’s advisor did not explain the NWEA results at SEOP.  Mr. Bailey stated that teachers were instructed to point out the information provided by NWEA to parents and students at the conference.
Mr. Bailey informed the council that the recipient family for Giving It Back this year is the Dick Twitchell Family.  The opening assembly raised about $1,200.00.  Additional fundraising activities will continue through the month of December.
Allison Leavitt reported that the Booster Club had received several thank you notes from teachers who received grant monies from the banner sales this year.  The money was greatly appreciated and helps enhance their programs.  Merilee asked if the additional $150.00 came in that was still outstanding at the time of the grant allocations.  No one was sure.
Becky Bastian informed the council that a parent had expressed concern about a book that the Freshmen English classes were studying.  Becky suggested that the parent come to Community Council and express her concern.  Becky also invited Mrs. Schofield to attend Community Council.  As the parent did not attend Community Council, Mrs. Schofield was given time to explain her stand on the use of the book in her Curriculum.  Mrs. Topham informed the council that the District has a policy for how to handle contested books.  After considerable discussion, it was decided that Mr. Bailey would review the District policy and follow the procedure there in.  Several of the council members requested a copy of the book for review.  Mrs. Schofield provided those copies to the council.
Other issues touched on were:
· the school website which is now available to the public at www.ssh.sevier.k12.ut.us (Mr. Hunt requested the council provide suggestions as to what information parents would like to see on the school website), 
· the planned purchase of a digital marquee to be erected in front of the school on the tennis court side of the highway
· a situation that occurred at the Homecoming Dance early in the school year.  The situation prompted a letter written to all schools in the state from the ACLU reminding schools of discrimination laws.  Mr. Bailey pointed out that as a result of this situation, a policy clearly stating the district position on middle school aged students attending high school activities would be added to the student hand book. 
Mr. Douglas will present information to the faculty Tues. a.m. on new legislation called Grading Schools.
Mr. Bailey called the councils attention to a handout with information about a recent training presented to the school Principals.  The handout is a powerpoint about Orderly Termination.  It basically explains the district Policy (policy 2225) and the administrator’s responsibilities and the procedures involved in orderly termination.            
Merilee Wilson called the council’s attention to an article (in the packet) by Senator Aaron Osmond and requested that each member of the council read it.                                                                                                                                                        
Meeting adjourned 4:55 p.m.                          Next Community Council meeting January 9, 2012



