

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING
September 27, 2011
6 p.m.
Southeastern Utah District Health Department
Moab, Utah
PRESENT: 	Carbon County: Ada vanVloten, M.D., Kimball Johnson, Commissioner John Jones
		Emery County: Martin Wilson, Commissioner J.R. Nelson
Grand County: Councilman Chris Conrad, Mary Ann (Sam) Cunningham, Margaret  Cochran
San Juan County: Steve Young
ADMINISTRATION:  David Cunningham, Tracy Randall, Bradon Bradford, Becky Colombo
EXCUSED:  Gary Suttlemyer, Dottie Flemett
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. by Chair Sam Cunningham.  The Chair asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes.  Dr. vanVloten asked if the Chair can consistently be called “Chair” in the minutes of the board meetings, in the future.  Dr. vanVloten also asked that the word “Deet” be changed to all capital letters (DEET) and also asked if those present from Administration be listed directly following those board members present at the previous meeting.  The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Kimball Johnson made the motion to accept the amended minutes; seconded by Dr. vanVloten.  Dave asked to clarify that Administration be kept separate from the other Board members.  The Chair stated this would be done and asked for a vote.  Steve Young and Commissioner Nelson abstained; Dr. vanVloten, Kimball, Martin, Councilman Conrad, and Margaret all voted in favor of approval of the amended minutes. Motion carried.
Approval of vouchers was questioned by the Chair.  She asked for any questions regarding the vouchers; there were none.  Dr. vanVloten made the motion to approve; seconded by Kimball Johnson.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.

BUDGET
Dave explained the budget changes deal with one decrease and four increases in various contracts.  Tracy Randall (Budget Officer) explained details of the changes listed.
The decreases in the amounts of our statements from UCIP Insurance and Workers Compensation Fund are a direct result of fewer employees.  These are savings for our department’s budget.
We will be receiving an increase in the tobacco contract as a result of a great deal of work by the Governance Committee on how the State distributes funding to the departments.  On the flip side, the Preventive Block Grant will be cut 23% .The immunization grant will be decreased 22% in the area of VFC (Vaccine for Children) funding.  There are two large contracts coming soon.  The first will deal with Epidemiology Surveillance (EIP) and the second is a grant for Obesity and Injury Prevention.  
Dave answered questions from the Chair and from John Jones on funding cuts, and Martin Wilson participated in the follow-up discussion.  Dave explained the Local Health Departments should receive 70% of the Federal funding and 30% should go to the State Health Department.  However, sometimes the amounts are reversed.   The Governance Committee has been working to reverse that trend and push for the 70% for Local Health Departments.
Dr. vanVloten made the motion to approve the budget changes; seconded by Commissioner Nelson.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.
IMMUNIZATION EMEMPTIONS
Dave reviewed immunization exemptions and how they are granted to families after the public health nurse has explained the consequence, if a child is not immunized.  They are not allowed to attend school if there is any disease outbreak, since they are not immunized.  The fee of $25 is charged for the nurse’s time to educate the parents about the exemption.  Dave encouraged the Board of Health members to discuss this issue with any state legislator when the opportunity arises.  The Utah Legislature is trying to push to eliminate the fee charged for educating the parents when an exemption is requested.  (This was just an F.Y.I. item for the packet.)
HOUR CHANGES
All our offices have the hours changed back to the old schedule.  New signs have been made for the offices with the new hours again.  The four-day 10-hour shifts lasted two years, and the offices are back to the five-day 8-hour shifts (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).
NALBOH ATTENDEES
Gary Suttlemyer, Dr. vanVloten, Martin Wilson, and Dave Cunningham all attended the National Association of Local Boards of Health Conference in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  Martin Wilson spoke briefly about trends, strategic plans, and Homeland Security funding.  Dave commented that one of the speakers there stated currently in our nation, 75% of the disease burden is centered on tobacco, heart disease, and diabetes.  Intervention is the key to these 3 items: nutrition and diet, exercise, and quitting smoking.  The reality of public health is that we have tobacco money, very little obesity money and no diabetes program.
Dr. van Vloten presented information learned while she attended NALBOH.  The first topic was presented during a slide show about mining gold, silver and zinc in Idaho in the 1880’s.  In 1974 there was a huge fire and the Feds discovered the effects of lead on the health of the families in that area.  She reviewed the lead levels that are acceptable and the effects of higher levels on the health of a child.  Kimball Johnson questioned the current measurements and what is acceptable.  More discussion followed.
Dr. vanVloten also touched briefly on rural dental clinics and training someone to be a hygienist from the area.  This training will be repaid when the hygienist remains in the rural area and volunteers during these clinics.  
The E-cigarette was the third topic the doctor discussed, and explained the rules regarding these E-cigarettes.
Social Networking was another topic at the conference, but was not very well accepted.  Many people walked out of the presentation.
The meeting was recessed at this time to tour the new Moab facility, and dinner was provided for those attending the meeting.
The meeting reconvened at this time.
UTAH STRATEGIC MAP
The Governance Committee and the State Health Department have been working on a more effective Strategic Plan.  Dave reviewed the 3 categories listed on the map under this tab (A, B, & C).  
Martin Wilson asked a question regarding requirements for the public to make private residences ADA accessible to aid EMS volunteers and workers when they are assisting in rescues and medical emergencies.  There is really no legislation regarding this type of problem, and no funding. 
EPIDEMIOLOGY
Brady Bradford talked about West Nile Virus and positive pools from the Moab area.  Commissioner Nelson commented after the question and asked what type of pool (mosquito pool).  There was a positive tularemia case in San Juan County.  Brady had been contacted by the F.B.I. to verify it was a natural occurring case (to rule out the possibility of terrorism).   Brady praised Donna Johnston (one of our public health nurses in Moab) for her excellent epidemiology work this summer.



POLICY/PROCEDURE
The policy included in the packet is our own internal tobacco policy.  We are going to follow the Indoor Clean Air Act and enforce the rule that our employees must follow regarding the 25 foot smoking rule.  If this rule is not followed, they are open to disciplinary action.
The motion was made by Kimball Johnson to approve the tobacco policy as written; seconded by Commissioner Jones.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.


TRAINING
Dave reviewed the trainings recently attended by employees and also webinar trainings for some.  This information is for the board members, so they are informed of our current actions.  Tracy added that we have CPR training (and AED trainings annually) for all the employees.  Two employees will be attending the APHA (American Public Health Association) Conference in Washington D.C. in October.  The UALBOH (Utah Association of Local Boards of Health) Symposium will be attended by Dave Cunningham and another employee, Marilee Bailey, besides some of the Board of Health members.
Dave also explained half the staff at the Price Health Department experienced illness after food was catered for staff meeting September 23.  He felt the employees were exposed to Norovirus that may have been brought in by the caterers.  Dr. vanVloten commented that Moab had 50 cases recently of Norovirus.
PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT
Dottie Flemett was excused from the meeting tonight due to illness, so Dave asked everyone to review the items in the Public Health tab, which were all immunization related. 
The flu vaccine was not heavily advertised at the beginning of the season.  We will advertise the large one-day clinics in each of the offices.  The Chair asked if the pharmacies and home health agencies have put a dent in the amount of flu vaccine that our Health Department administers, and Dave stated it has.   Dave commented that several Health Departments have stopped giving flu vaccine, but pharmacies are not licensed to administer flu shots to children.
The movie “Contagion” will be shown to the staff, instead of our regular October staff meeting requirement for our employees.  The CDC (Centers for Disease Control) was an advisor when the film was made.  Dave went on to explain the premise of the movie and what can happen.
August was National Immunization Month and we did advertise that fact in the newspapers, website, and flyers.
The city of Helper has closed all their ballparks to smoking.  Price City received an award for their Wellness Program.
OTHER
The Chair had been given a card from the Moab Office staff thanking the Board of Health for all their effort in obtaining the new Moab Office Building.  They had all signed the card in appreciation.
Dave talked briefly about the Huka Bars/Huka Rule and falling under the Indoor Clean Air Act.  Some of the legislators were trying to rescind this rule and that could not be done.  So the Legislature sent a letter to Dr. Patton, head of the State Health Department, asking that the health departments suspend the enforcement of this rule.  Dave passed around the letter for members of the Board to review.
Steve Young and Marilee Bailey will be attending UALBOH on Friday, September 30 at Daniels Summit, to speak about the VMTE (Victims of Mill Tailing Exposure) Program/Grant.  
Dave explained the Information/Action on the agenda and the fact that Roberts Rules does not state an item cannot be voted on if “Action” is not listed on the agenda.  Dave has spoken to several Health Departments; some use the Information/Action; some do not.  Dave suggested leaving this off the agenda and the Chair suggested looking at several different styles of agendas.  The Chair stated one style lists the presenter for each agenda item and asked if this would be an advantage to the Board Members .   Dr. vanVloten stated it would be helpful to her.  The consensus of the Board Members was to format the next agenda with the presenters listed in place of the Action/Information.  The times listed are also very helpful to the Chair.  The Chair stated she will reappoint the time keeper for the next meeting (this will be Dr. vanVloten).
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
Brady Bradford reported on the Environmental Health items.  The first item is the problem in the town of Ferron with a well site and holding tank.  The State rule states the tank has to be permitted by the local health department.  Our department has not done this in the past.  Brady suggested implementing a fee for the inspection and permit of these holding tanks.  Tri-County has a fee of $350 in place for this inspection.  Commissioner Nelson added to the discussion with a personal story of what occurred on his property regarding this problem.  Commissioner Jones questioned if each “out house” in Nine Mile Canyon would be inspected and charged this high fee, and Brady stated no, they would not.  The type of waste facility discussed is bigger and different.  Kimball Johnson asked if this waste-holding tank is above ground or buried; Brady responded they are above ground.  Dr. vanVloten asked for a reduction in the fee of $350, but that fee compensates for the lengthy travel time, etc. and is not too high.  This item will be tabled until Brady has done more research on the details.
In Ferron City Hall, an odor prevails.  The Department of Environmental Quality came down, tested, and had recordable levels of contaminants, one being Benzine.  Commissioner Nelson asked where the fumes are coming from; they suspect from an old gas tank at the market next door (that previously had a gas station).  
On September 21 the city of Bluff voluntarily put out their “boil water” notice.  Some work had been done on the water system and after one day, the water once again tested clean.  
Carbon, Emery, and San Juan Counties have approved the alternate sewer systems.  Grand County is still asking for more information from Brady and he will attend their council meeting Tuesday, October 4.
Kimball Johnson made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Dr. vanVloten.  All in favor; motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.

__________________________________			________________________________
Mary Ann (Sam) Cunningham, Chair				David Cunningham, Health Officer
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