M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, June 28, 2011
Location, Fillmore, UT
ATTENDANCE:
Kathleen Clarke, Deputy Commission, acting for Leonard M. Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

S. Bruce Karren, Zone 1 
Doug Bateman, Zone 2 
Alan Brown, Zone 3 
Douglas Pace, Zone 4

Ralph Staheli, acting for Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Ed Bench, Zone 6,
Bob Barry, Zone 7

Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Wendell Stembridge, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 
Walt Baker, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality, via conference call
Jerry Caldwell, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President

Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Commission Members Absent:

Lowell Braxton, Utah State Grazing Advisory Board vice chair

Jay Tanner, UDAF State Grazing Advisory Board Chair via conference call
Mike Style, Director, Department of Natural Resources

Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting 3/15/10):

Sid Smart, Zone 3

Don Probert, Zone 4

Jon C Wilde, Zone 6

Joe Begay, Zone 7

Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Bracken Henderson, Zone 1 Coordinator, UACD

Desiree Van Dyke, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD
Ray Loveless, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD 
Loralie Cox, Education Coordinator, UACD

Department of Agriculture and Food:

Roy Gunnell, Environmental Specialist, C&RM

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Admin. Officer, C&RM
Sherie Edginton, UCC Program Secretary, C&RM

Richard Sandberg, Administrator, Agricultural Loans Section, C&RM
Roberta Valdez, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section, C&RM 
Ron Davidson, Project Manager, C&RM

Guests:
Bill Rasmussen, UACD Past President

Carlos Garcia, Grantsville CD

Robert Newhall, USU Extension

Norm Evenstad, NRCS
Jan Anderson, Utah Farm Bureau
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Meeting Minutes Approval for March 14, 2011
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2. Nomination of Mr. Ralph Staheli to Environmental Stewardship Certificate 

Committee
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3. Change date CD Election Petition Candidates are due
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UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER 

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Deputy Commissioner, Kathleen Clarke, acting for Commissioner Leonard Blackham, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 12:38 P.M.
APPROVAL OF FEBURAY 8 UCC MEETING MINUTES

Ms. Clarke indicated that the March 14, 2011 meeting minutes draft was distributed electronically and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  She asked for action on these minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Douglas Pace to approve the, March 14, 2011 UCC meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Phil Rasmussen.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
AGRUCULTURE SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE
Legislative Changes – Meeting at UACD Convention – Task Force Legislative Report
Ms. Kathleen Clarke, UDAF Deputy Commissioner, reported during the last legislative session, there was a bill presented to form an Agriculture Sustainability Task Force.  The bill pass, but was not funded, however Commissioner Blackham offered to fund the task force, which is chaired by Lieutenant Governor Greg Bell. There are legislators, land owners and Quality Growth Commission members serving on the task force.  Thayne Mickelson is acting as staff personal.  The first meeting was held May 17 at the state capitol and a meeting will be held each month, except August.  The final meeting will be in November in St. George in conjunction with the UACD Annual Convention.  A review will be presented on November 15 at UDAF before reporting to the legislature on November 16.
Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrator, reported on the topics of each Task Force meeting.  Each meeting after the first meeting will focus on an individual area of agriculture.  The June meeting concerned grazing issues, then AFO groups, crop production, specialty crops, and policy.  At the November Interim meeting a report will be given on the findings of the Task Force.  Thayne asked for input from the Commission on future meetings.  
Ms. Clarke reported Envision Utah is now engaging in agriculture sustainability effects on Utah for the first time since the committee was developed 20 years ago.  When cities and counties plan for growth and development, they include in their plans food production.  The best farmland has already been lost to development in Utah.  In Davis and Weber counties UDOT plans on expanding the Legacy Highway thru the middle of the remaining prime agriculture land.  This needs to be a part of all growth and infrastructure plans.  Commissioner Blackham has formed the Urban Agriculture Council to address the differences between urban and production agriculture.  
Flooding Report

Ms. Clarke asked the commission to report on flooding in their areas around the state.  The Governor signed a disaster declaration that affects six counties that have flooding.  This will provide state funding for those communities. There have been some houses flooded in Tabiona and Hanna that were built right on the Duchesne River.  NRCS is providing $500,000 for projects along the Weber River.  Requests have been submitted for projects along the Sevier River from the Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  Cache County has had flooding for six weeks along the Blacksmith Fork River where it connects to the Logan River.  There has been a lot of farm ground lost around the state to flooding.
AFO/CAFO UPDATE
Non-Point Source/Nutrient Loads Issue
Mr. Walt Baker, Director, Division of Water Quality, reported Water Quality and UDAF met to identify areas that involve both agencies.  Because of a resent court ruling, there have been changes to the CAFO rule that will affect producers that need to be permitted.  Now discharge permits need to be obtained after a discharge has happened, not a proposed discharge.  Because of the ruling DEQ and the AFO/CAFO Committee has changed their discharge rule.  The new rule will be presented to the Water Quality Board in August.  The AFO program is a state program, and will be taken over by the Utah Conservation Commission.  The courts have ruled that pesticide permitting falls under the Clean Water Act.  EPA has delegated Utah to administer pesticide application permits.  The House of Representatives has ruled pesticide applicators do not need to be permitted under the Clean Water Act.  The Senate has yet to pass the new rule.  
The Non-Point Source Program is undergoing changes.  EPA has reduced the budget for projects and watershed coordinators in Utah by $230,000, which is a 13% budget cut.  DEQ anticipates another 13% cut in FY2012.  DEQ is looking to see if the GIP regional coordinators could act as watershed coordinators, due to the budget cuts.  
There was a congressional hearing concerning nutrient standards.  Because of EPAs actions in Chesapeake Bay and Florida, DEQ worries they will enact a national numeric nutrient standard. 
“Environmental Stewardship Certificate”

Mr. Roy Gunnell, Environmental Scientist, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), reported the State Legislature has amended the Conservation Commission code to give rule making authority to the Commission.  The legislature has charged the Commission the duty of developing and issuing an Environmental Stewardship Certificate.  The certificate covers multiple environmental issues related to an agricultural operation, such as air, water, soils and pesticides.  It will currently be focused on animal feeding operations.  AFOs must be able to contain a 24 hour 25 year storm event.  They must have an approved Nutrient Management plan, approved by a certified NRCS or equivalent planner.  They must follow Commission approved and/or NRCS State Technical Standards, similar to language in current, not proposed, 590 rule.  These three conditions will constitute the Permit by Rule for AFOs.  There needs to be someone from the Commission to help finalize the rules for issuing this certificate.  A motion was made to nominate Ralph Staheli to help write the rules and create a template for the Environmental Stewardship Certificate by Mr. Bob Barry, seconded by Mr. Doug Pace.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANNING (CRM)
Mr. Norm Evanstead, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), reported Coordinated Resource Management and Planning (CRMP or CRM) is a resource planning and management process, which natural resource owners, users and managers working together with other interested groups work to formulate and implement plans to manage natural resources.  Last year NRCS decided to review an MOU written in 1988 between federal and state agencies to update the CRM process.  He handed out a CRMP handbook and guidelines.  Some CRMs include Clover Creek, Chalk Creek and Otter Creek.  CRMs work best when they are driven at a local level.  Mr. Wendell Stembridge will be involved in updated the MOU.
RESOURCE ASSESSMENT UPDATE
Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrator, reported every county has turned in their resource concerns for the Resource Assessment.  Thayne is currently working on a State Resource Assessment that will list the resource concerns for each county.  The highest concern around the state is noxious and invasive weeds.  NRCS was directed by the national office to create a resource assessment based on GIS information.  They were to categorize resource concerns in to nine major areas, and then it was broken down further into 31 subcategories.
Mr. Evanstead reported the NRCS resource assessment will help, in part, divide funding for projects around the state for next year.  Project funding will go to the top 3 concerns in each district. 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUPERVISOR ELECTIONS
Mr. Mickelson reported a list of Conservation District election dates was handed out.  This report shows important deadlines and dates for the election.   Conservation District voter lists where handed out in March, updated lists are due into the conservation office by August 1. 
There was discussion on the different dates when nominating committees need to have their lists of candidates in to the UCC office, which is September 5, and when nominations close for those candidates who wish to be placed on the ballot by petition, which is October 1.  Utah code states:  (17-D-3-304) “A person may be nominated to be a candidate for election as a member of a board of supervisors of a conservation district by a petition filed with the commission no later than the date set by the commission as the close of nominations.”  A motion was made to change the date, for the 2014 election, that petition candidates must be turned into the commission office the same day as the nominating committees list of candidates, which is September 5, by Mr. Ralph Staheli, seconded by Mr. Doug Pace.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Mr. Mickelson asked the Commission to consider in a future meeting, placing the CD Supervisor Election on the general election.   
AGRICULTURE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOAN (ARDL) UPDATE
Agriculture Resource Development Loan (ARDL) Program Update

Mr. Richard Sandberg, ARDL Loan Director, reported on the ARDL program status as of May 31, 2011. 
	ARDL Bank Account
	$337,460

	Investment Account
	$5,339,707

	Cash Total
	5,667,167

	Undisbursed Loans
	$1,289,541

	Loan Applications in Process
	$3,077,091

	Zone Allocations
	$757,641

	Applications & Zone Funds Total
	$4,820,652

	Net Cash Position
	$552,893

	Legislative Appropriation
	$20,521,530

	Principal Balance of Loans
	$22,329,575

	Undisbursed Funds
	$1,289,541

	Total
	$23,086,659

	Contracted Loans
	626

	Active Applications
	47

	Average Contracted Loan Size
	$37,730

	Loans 30 Days Past Due
	11

	Principal Repayments Year to Date
	$3,645,351

	Interest Payments
	$650,102

	Penalty Payments
	$10,329

	Total
	$4,305,782

	Loans Paid Off
	87

	New Loans
	$2,970,051

	Average New Loan Size
	$58,236

	TA Fees Paid to UACD Year to Date
	$114,546


Policy Review and Revisions

Mr. Sandberg reported the ARDL Policy and Guidelines is in the process of being updated and modernized.  The new guidelines will allow loans for projects on federal and state lands.
UTAH CONSERVATION FIELD DAY

Mr. David Pace, UACD Zone 4 Coordinator, reported the 2011 Utah Conservation Field Day will start tomorrow with breakfast in the Utah Field House bowery, to be followed by a tour of the State House, ARDL projects, the Milford Flat Fire re-seeding area and Cove Fort.
OTHER ITEMS
Mr. Phil Rasmussen, USU Extension SARE Program, reported there will be a Dryland Conservation Cropping Systems Research Review and Field Day, Wednesday, July 6, at the USU Brigham City Regional Campus.
ADJOURNMENT

CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1.
Utah Conservation Commission:  June 28 - Fillmore
2.
Utah Conservation Field Day:  June 29 - Fillmore
3.
Utah Conservation Commission:  Aug 29 – Logan
4.
NPS Water Quality Conference:  Aug 30-Sept 1 - Logan
5.
NASDA National Convention:  Sept 15-19, Salt Lake City
6.
Utah Conservation Commission:  Nov 1 - St. George
7.
Agricultural Sustainability Task Force:  Nov 1- St. George

8.
UACD Annual Convention:  Nov 2-3 – St. George
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 4:10 p.m. 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
Utah Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

June 28, 2011, Fillmore UT.
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