




SAFETY NET MINUTES   9-1-11
Present (Salt Lake City):  Mike Leetham, Pat Merkley, Joni Holm, Stevie Tap, Camille Hawkins, Janet Olson, Iris Gomez, Kenda Wycloff, Aaron Bronson, Anne Wilde, Tonia Tewell, Kerri Luther, Paul Murphy, Shannon Price, Lindsay Whitehurst, and Jean Goode

Present (St. George):  Pamela Webster, Sam Warrenson, Teresa Banks, Gordon Gunn

Mike welcomed everyone and introductions were made.

The minutes were reviewed and a motion to approve them was made by Anne Wilde and seconded by Jean Goode.  The motion passed.

Community and Agency Updates:

Kenda talked about the Domestic Violence Conference in September.  The diversity track is Monday,  shelter track is Tuesday and Treatment track is Wednesday through Friday.  Several people indicated they planned to attend.

Anne talked about Joe Darger’s book which comes out on September 13.  He is going to New York for a promotional tour and it should be a positive presentation.  The Principle Rights Coalition is distributing personal care bags at the Domestic Violence conference to distribute to support shelters.  

DWS is letting others know that General Assistance is open September 12.  This is for people who have no minor children,  no medical coverage and cannot work.  This is a state funded program only open when present enrollees decline.  Now there is room for 700 individuals.

Mike did a presentation about Safety Net to the Grantsville City Police and spent 1 and ½ hours with officers and the mayor in discussion about Safety Net.  Also, progress with strategic planning will be charted quarterly.  Information will be updated by the first of October.  Everyone is invited to update goals on strategic planning.  Pat asked how Anne and the group felt about presentations.   Anne offered to help as she can.  Pat mentioned she will present at a conference in October and was wondering about including someone from the community.
The question about who needs to be invited to Safety Net was brought up.  It was suggested that representatives from Youth Services, schools, and the medical community be invited.  Iris suggested coordinating with domestic violence programs in Tooele and Ogden to include mental health and DCFS.

A meeting on Youth housing was held this week and Jean presented a summary of the conference about youth services and housing for families.  There is a need for host families for youth.  There is some housing money for families that may be available in a few weeks.  Pat talked more about Zach Bale’s program for homeless youth in Salt Lake.  Tonia stated she would like to see a boys’ home for youth.  She also suggested that any information re private donors would be welcome.  Shannon and Joni  were invited to share their experiences.  Shannon said she has all the youth housed in her program.  There is a need in Southern Utah because youth are coming to St. George.   Pat asked what could be done differently with a transition house.  The previous one was not used as a stepping stone,  infrastructure needed improvement, youth didn’t merge with society, and the age mixture was not good.  There is a lot to learn from UDVC about this.   A strong mentoring program is needed  to teach families how to deal with youth—what happens, what to look for, what is appropriate and not appropriate.   Zach said he has resources for a good mentoring program that can be adaptive to the needs of Fundamentalist youth.  

Pat asked what can Safety Net do to help all who are working separately.  Tonia said they are working on a project to get a home.  Pat suggested that she and Jean volunteer to collect information and train people in a mentoring program.  Joni and Tonia also have information to share.  Pat said one other thing mentioned in the meeting was what to do with FLDS youth who are under age.  It is best to work with individual youth and get their parents phone numbers first.  If parents don’t hand over the rights then a report must be filed with CPS.  We will continue with individual contacts.  Tonia reported that parents appreciate being involved in the process.  
Anne suggested including Fundamentalist individuals in meeting with City Councils.  Lindsay said George Barlow is the mayor of Colorado City and Philip Barlow is the mayor of Hildale.  Tonia would like to be included in meetings.  Joni mentioned the foster care requirements are not compliant with polygamous families.

Mandy Keller works with the Homeless Drop In Center as part of Volunteers of America and presented to the Safety Net group about their program.  They are a drop in center for youth ages 16 to 22 and are open Monday through Friday.  It is a safe place for them to be.  They serve 40-50 clients per day.  They can sleep on couches, receive two hot meals and snacks per day.  There is a washer and dryer available, and personal showers are also provided for privacy.  Hygiene items are provided as well as sleeping bags and tents.  A street outreach team are on the streets to meet youth and provide water, snacks, survival items, and tell them about the shelter.  Case management is provided for employment, resumes, job applications, identification, alarm clock, address and phone number, birth certificate, housing.  Case manager gets vouchers, and rapid rehousing.  They have placed 20 in housing and help with three months rent and help looking for a job.  The qualifications for rapid rehousing are to be a client, over 18, have an assessment.  Groups are provided everyday for education, lifeskills, Operation Shine America for an art and writing group, spirituality, music,  transportation to the 4th Street Clinic and dental work which is donated.  There are 10 full time staff.  This is a non profit organization with 50% funding from housing homeless trust fund, Eccles, community donations.  They saw 89 clients for Christmas backpacks.  They served 850 unduplicated clients.

Additional topics:

Pat mentioned the conference being planned for Salt Lake City in April or May.  She has two speakers lined up already.  She will contact the Amish Community.  Family Support Center has two volunteers to help plan the conference.    The  State Office Building is free and they have catering service.  Paul will check on availability.  There is also the Larry Miller campus in Sandy and the Waterford School.  Pat will tour potential places and invited those who would like to be on the committee to e-mail her.  Tonia said Holding Out Help has many contacts at church as well as Christmas donations for gifts, hygiene kits, backpacks, coats, clothing.  One church wants to do Christmas festival donations for youth and families.

Gordon wondered how Warren Jeffs’ trial has affected Fundamentalists.  Anne said there have been questions in the past about being involved in Safety Net.  Joni said  the community is in a lull and will probably have a following for the new leader.  Tonia said 30-40 new children have been brought into El Capitan.  There is a lot going on at El Capitan.  

Teresa noted the change in office hours at DWS which now are Monday through Friday 8 to 5.

Paul stated this was the best meeting ever because there was collaboration.

Kerri motioned that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Paul.  The meeting adjourned at 10:50. 
