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Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 4, 2017
City Council Chambers
220 East Morris Avenue
Time 7:00 p.m.
Commission Members Present:

Jeremy Carter, Presiding
Laura Vernon
Ray deWolfe
Susan Dickstein
Jonathan Meakin

Staff Members Present:

Francis Lilly, Deputy Community Development Director
Alexandra White, City Planner

Moment of Reflection:

Chair Carter

Pledge of Allegiance:

Commissioner Meakin

Motion to Approve the Agenda:

Commissioner Dickstein

Second to the Motion:

Commissioner Meakin

Vote:

Unanimous

New Business
•

T-17-006

1.

A Recommendation to the City Council to Amend Chapter 17.15 of the South Salt
Lake Municipal Code to Adopt Regulations for Massage Therapy Businesses.

Action Item
Applicant

Jet Wan Sum

Deputy Community Development Director, Francis Lilly, explained that the applicant is seeking
to amend the South Salt Lake Municipal in order to operate a chair massage business in the
common area pedestrian pathway in Chinatown, located at 3390 South State Street. Currently,
Section 17.15.030 of the Municipal Code permits massage therapy in the commercial corridor but
limits it to activity that is associated with or connected to a medical, physical therapy,
chiropractor, day spa or similar use as determined by the Community and Economic Development
Director. This language was intended to allow legitimate massage businesses to locate in the City
while discouraging illicit activity from taking place under the auspices of a freestanding massage
business. Mr. Lilly stated that the applicant has agreed to conduct business in a manner that it
would be open to the public and that the patrons would be fully clothed while undergoing
massages.
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Mr. Lilly then read the existing ordinance language and the proposed language, as follows:
EXISTING ORDINANCE
26. Massage Therapy. Uses must meet all State, County and local business and
licensing regulations. Massage therapy uses may be allowed as a permitted
use in the Commercial Corridor district when the use is associated with or
connected to a medical, physical therapy, chiropractor, day spa or similar use
as determined by the Community and Economic Development Director.
PROPOSED LANGUAGE
26. Massage Therapy. Uses must meet all State, County and local business and
licensing regulations.
1. Massage therapy as a sole use. Massage therapy as a primary use is only
permitted in a common area in the pedestrian walkway of an enclosed
shopping mall. Massages must take place in public view, and patrons must
be fully clothed while they are receiving massages.
2. Massage therapy as an incidental use. Massage therapy uses may be
allowed in the Commercial Corridor as an incidental use to a medical,
physical therapy, chiropractor, or day spa use.
Mr. Lilly showed a photograph depicting the intended business, as provided by the applicant.
Staff recommended approval of the application.
Mr. Lilly noted that staff was working on updating the regulations surrounding day spas, as the
existing language was difficult to enforce. That amendment would be coming before the Planning
Commission at a later date.
Chair Carter asked for further explanation of the State, County and local business and licensing
regulations. Mr. Lilly explained that City staff and the Health Department jointly inspect all
massage and day spa uses to be sure they are functioning to Code. Chair Carter wanted to be sure
that other bodies are thorough when granting licenses.
The applicant, Jet Wan Sum, provided his educational and business background and stated that he
began his massage business 22 years ago.
Commissioner Vernon asked the applicant if he would be doing acupuncture on his clients. Mr.
Jet Wan said that he was not licensed to do so and would only be offering massages.
Chair Carter opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m. There were no public comments.
Chair Carter closed the public hearing.
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Motion to recommend that the City Council AMEND Chapter 17.15 of the South Salt Lake
Municipal Code to adopt regulations for massage therapy businesses.
Commission Vernon
Second to the motion:

Commissioner Meakin

Vote:

Unanimous

Continuing Business
There was none.
Commission Business
Motion to CONTINUE approval of the April 20, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting
Minutes.
Motion to continue:

Commissioner deWolfe

Second the motion:

Commissioner Dickstein

Vote:

Unanimous

Staff Business – Information Items
There was none.
Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn:

Commissioner Meakin

Second:

Commissioner Dickstein

Vote:

Unanimous

The Planning Commission Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:17 p.m.

____________________________________
For Planning Commission
________________________________
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Community Development Director
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