WAYNE COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING

OCTOBER 17, 2016
Attending: 
Newell Harward, Commissioner



Dennis Blackburn, Commissioner
Ryan Torgerson, Clerk/Auditor


LeEllen McCartney, Attorney
Others in attendance:  Sharon Torgerson, Kurt Taylor, Colleen Allen, Rhett Jeffery, Bruce Johnson, Nycole Durfey, Adus Dorsey, Sarah Tal, Jeri Johnson, John Fahey, Cory Anderson, Sarah Tal, Jennifer Howe, Cheryl Blondal, Ken Brown, Ron Mosher, Jeff Gallagher, 
Commissioner Wood was not present for today’s meeting and was excused.  

Sharon Torgerson – Assessor – met with the Commissioners.  There was discussion on a newly elected official workshop that will be held on Tuesday, November 15th as part of Utah Association of Counties annual convention. Sharon also reported that she will be attending Assessor’s workshop before year end.
Colleen Allen – Treasurer / Recorder – met with the Commissioners.  Colleen reported that she is busy mailing tax notices out.  There was discussion on a road that accesses private property in Torrey. 

Ryan Torgerson – Clerk/Auditor – met with the Commissioners.  Ryan reported on the upcoming Election and the steps that he has taken to secure and track the ballots as they come in.  
Rhett Jeffery – Road Department – met with the Commissioners. Rhett reported that there is a fence down at the airport and deer were on the inside of the fence. Rhett plans to lock the gates that access the airport property and put some signs up that the gates need to be kept closed.  Rhett reported that he is going to return the backhoe that he has had leased the past year.  Honnen equipment has increased the price from $870.00 to $6,500 so he does not plan to renew the lease.  
Bruce Johnson – Landfill – met with the Commissioners.  Bruce reported that he has equipment broke down and is busy trying to repair it.  Only one garbage truck is up and running right now but he plans to have the other one fixed today. The roll off truck that he has been using is down.  
Nycole Durfey – Office of Tourism – met with the Commissioners.  Nycole reported that the Travel Center is still busy with tourists.  Visitation is still way up for the year.  

Adus Dorsey – Economic Development – met with the Commissioners.  Adus attended a Community Impact Board (CIB) meeting last week and reported on his findings.  Adus stated that it is important for the County to be aware of what the municipalities are applying for.  

John Fahey and Cory Anderson – Wayne School District – met with the Commissioners.  The School District is interested in having a Law Enforcement Officer periodically and randomly visit the schools in the County to help them deal with some issues that have.  There have been threats against teachers and other issues when the schools try to deal with these issues.  Sheriff Taylor was present for the discussion.  
Sarah Tal, Jennifer Howe, and Cheryl Blondal – Color Country Animal Welfare – met with the Commissioners for the approval of a zoning change and a conditional use permit for an animal shelter and veterinary clinic.  They have been to the Planning and Zoning Board and have been approved for a shelter and small veterinary clinic.  Commissioner Blackburn moved to approve the zoning change and the Conditional Use Permit pending a Geotechnical investigation of the soil where the building will be situated on the property.  Also culinary water will be required before any employees are hired.  Commissioner Harward seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  

Ken Brown – Western Counties Alliance – met with the Commissioners.  Ken is here to report to the Commissioners on some current issues such as Federal PILT, Secure Rural Schools, Sage Grouse, and the Wild Horse and Burro program. Ken would like to have the Commissioners support the efforts of Western Counties Alliance by funding them in the amount of $2,000 for next year.  
Ron Mosher, Jeff Gallagher and Jeri Johnson met with the Commissioners to discuss local emergency management.  Ron shared a power point presentation showing how the 15 parts of emergency management fit together when an emergency arises.  A table top exercise is scheduled for November 7th at 1:00.

There was discussion on Truth in Taxation and the need for more revenue to keep up with the cost of living and the cost of providing services to the citizens of the County.  Commissioner Harward stated that he would like to have a little increase each year or every other year instead of waiting 10 years and facing the need for a big increase.  There was discussion on how much to increase. It was mentioned that it would be good if the County could capture the revenue on all of the value from new construction.  After reviewing value information from 2015 and 2014 it was decided that $20,000 in revenue would be close to the revenue from new growth. This is just under 4% increase. Commissioner Blackburn moved to go through the Truth in Taxation process and increase property tax.  The amount of the increase will be $20,000, for the purpose of keeping up with the cost of providing services to the County.  The approximate percentage of the increase will be 4%.  Commissioner Harward seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
The minutes of the October 3rd meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Blackburn moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as read.  Commissioner Harward seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
The vouchers were reviewed.  Commissioner Harward moved to approve the payment of the vouchers presented with one exception.  There is a water bill that needs to be adjusted. Commissioner Blackburn seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

There was discussion on hiring for the vacant position in the Clerk/Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Blackburn moved to advertise the position of Deputy Clerk/Auditor. Commissioner Harward seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
There was discussion on the need for help at the Library in Bicknell. Commissioner Harward moved to approve hiring temporary help at the library in Bicknell.  Commissioner Blackburn seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Commissioner Harward announced that the agenda has been covered and meeting is adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
____________________________        ________________________________

Stanley W. Wood, Chairman

 Attest: Ryan Torgerson, Clerk
