
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
SEPTEMBER 21, 2016 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, September 21, 2016, in the City Council Room.  Mayor Squire called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  


OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Scott offered the invocation. Connor Zollinger, a local Boy Scout, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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ROLL CALL	

MEMBERS PRESENT			    Richard Squire, Mayor   		
Margie Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
John Scott
	Alma Lund
	Richard Wheeler
	 

 
		
	
	

	
	STAFF PRESENT 
Brant Hanson, City Manager
Marcus Gilson, City Attorney
Bryan Kimball, Community Dev. 
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief 
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Cory Daniels, Power Director						
	STAFF EXCUSED
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							Phil Murray

PUBLIC COMMENT

David Strate addressed the Council regarding his trailer park.  He wished to make a few thigs clear and wanted it on the record that he was unaware a Council meeting was being held to discuss his trailer court.  He read aloud an article he had written to the Sanpete Messenger recounting his side of the issue.  In the article, he stated many things reported in that meeting, from the newspaper’s recounting, were incorrect. It was explained he does not own the trailers in the park and indicated the residents are the ones responsible for most of the repairs talked about in the meeting.  He explained the issues listed in the article and said there are no sewer lines dripping and he would require that they correct that issue if that were the case.  He stated the electrical issues have never been explained to him as they were at the meeting.  He pointed out he is not an electrician and was not aware there were problems.  He said he has always called a professional electrician to fix any problems that have been brought to his attention.  He also explained the broken down trailers and clutter on the property are the responsibility of the tenants.  They have promised to remove the unsightly materials, but have not returned to do so.  The article goes on to state he has been very sick the past couple of years and is just getting back on his feet.  He is typically very organized and sprays for weeds regularly.  He feels the people renting spaces in the trailer court are very nice people and regards them as friends.   He also pointed out the citation issued, as mentioned in the article, was given to a tenant, not himself.  A few years ago he put in a complete new water system taking water to each home.  He said his responsibility is to get the water to the spaces; it is the tenants’ responsibility to hook it up to their trailers.  Again, he wasn’t made aware of any sewer lines that were leaking.  He also said he was accused of charging $500 for all these trailers even when they don’t have services.  This is untrue.  He loves the people there and would not feel good about the situation as it appears in the paper.  

Mayor Squire thanked Mr. Strate for his comments.  He said the Council recognizes the trailer courts all fill a need for the City but it is their responsibility to make sure all those parks meet code to make them safe for citizens.  The City has contracted with a third party that will be inspecting all the parks and staff will meet with the owners to make sure all are aware of the requirements for the owners of the parks and the owners of the trailers in those parks.

I.	PRESENTATIONS

A.	PRESENTATION OF APPRECIATION TO GREG BOOTHE FOR HIS SERVICE AS THE SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVAL DIRECTOR.

Greg Boothe was presented with a plaque in appreciation of his service to the City while serving as the Scandinavian Festival Director for three years.

B.	SANPETE COUNTY FAIR: MIKE BENNETT  

Mr. Bennett and his co-chair, Matt Reber, reported on their project to replace existing grandstands and concessions at the fairgrounds in Manti.  There would also be new restrooms and dressing rooms in the barn. This year was the 103rd Sanpete County Fair and is one of the longest running in Utah.  The grandstand is 97 years old with no upgrades occurring during that time.  In 2008 a structural engineer inspected it and deemed it unsafe.  It is critical the grandstand be replaced to avoid catastrophe.  

At this point, the project is estimated at $1.8 million.  After securing what funding they could, they are $400,000 short.  They have been visiting all municipalities in the county in behalf of this project.  Funding received so far is $895,000 from CIB, a donation from a private citizen in the amount of $150,000, and the Eccles foundation has donated $150,000.  Many other smaller donations have been received and it is the goal of Fair Board to donate in kind services worth $75,000.  They have been given until August 31st to secure the rest of the money or the CIB will start cutting their funds.  

Mr. Bennet asked for any donation the City would be able to give.  Other municipalities in the County have promised a given amount over a 4-5 year period.  The total amount received from all donors can be used to meet the requirements for the grant.  Sanpete County has only donated time and only pays $19,600 each year to run the entire fair.  This is the lowest funded fair in Utah.

Steve Widmer was asked what amount was currently in the donations fund for this budget year.  He indicated donation money not spent yet is $10,000 for the ambulance, $6,200 for the seniors, $500 for the community and $300 for school donations.  Donations are budgeted for donations anticipated.  A donation to the Fair Board would have to be found elsewhere in the budget.  

Councilmember Scott moved to donate $6,000 to the Sanpete County Fair Board over a three year period beginning FY 2016-2017.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lund.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


II.	  MOTION AGENDA

A.	 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of September 19, 2016. 

Councilmember Alder moved to approve the September 19, 2016 Warrant Register as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

B.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Council reviewed the minutes of the September 7, 2016 City Council Work Meeting.

The Council reviewed the minutes of the September 7, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting.

The Council reviewed the minutes of August 31, 2016 Special City Council Meeting.

Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2016 Council Work Meeting and Regular City Council Meeting and the August 31, 2016 Special Council Meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scott.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

	C.   APPROVAL OF STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1.	AMENDED ANNEXATION PETITION:  KEISEL ANNEXATION

Previous boundaries for the annexation as originally presented earlier in the year left an unincorporated peninsula that did not meet State regulations.  Those boundaries have been adjusted as has the Dale Cox property and the Karl Lund property.  These changes were required for the City to reapprove the application of the annexation.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]A public hearing will be held, the annexation will be noticed in the paper, and a resolution passed along with other requirements before the final approval is sought from the Council, which should occur closer to November or December.  

Councilmember Lund moved to accept the amended annexation petition for the Keisel Annexation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


III.  APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS

 Tyler Alder
Recreation Department – Things are happening as usual.  Soccer will be wrapping up in the next month.  Flag Football starts this weekend and basketball starts October 21st.  A Rec Meeting is scheduled for the 18th of October along with a second one to discuss with parents the direction they want to take with baseball.  There is talk of Snow bringing back their baseball program which will bring further stress regarding available ball fields.  We have never seen the rec program as busy as it is now and if we don’t find places for the kids to play their sports, they will lose interest and eventually the rec program will disappear altogether.  We are looking at options to get more field space.  

    Margie Anderson
Youth City Council – They made assignments and plans for this new year at their last meeting.  They will be buying jackets for those students who have not yet received one.

ECHA – The Hidden Creek Subdivision may take a little longer to complete than anticipated, but nothing serious.  Three out of four of the homes have contracts in place.  That will take a big chunk out of the loan they have on those homes.  

    John Scott
Planning and Zoning – Bryan has been working on the Keisel annexation.  

Motel – John asked Brant what is happening with the motel on Main Street.  It is under contract to be sold and renovated for student housing.  Conversations with potential buyers regarding past issues have taken place and we will want to work with them from day one with expectations laid out.  They are motivated to get started right away.  Inspections will be done to determine feasibility.  Potential owners are aware of our current frustrations.  An inspection with Sunrise Engineering will be occurring tomorrow to see if the building needs to be condemned.  If condemned, the City will be given the right to enter and demolish and then lien the property for direct costs.  The City can recoup those costs when the property sells.  At the very least the building must be securely boarded up and weeds kept down.  


IV.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS

     Bryan Kimball, Community Development Director
Survey – Utah Geological Survey – done a lot of data collection and are excited about some of the information they have provided us.  We have already found a potential location for our new well.  It will come down to a cost benefit.  They will come down in November to present their final report.  

Cory Daniels, Power Director
HYDRO – power production from the hydros is down this year due to low water.  

Rodeo – Josh Mann, Wyatt and Brian Thomson will be participating in a Lineman’s Rodeo in St. George on October 31st.

Load Study – the load study is close to being done.  The final draft is 147 pages long.  We will be talking about that in future meetings.

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Water Supply - the cooler weather has helped and we haven’t had to use the well as much as anticipated.

JD Trailer Court – Chad commented he doesn’t agree with either article in the newspaper.  If they have questions, please call and he will talk to him.

Sanitary Survey – Want to let Council know what is involved with the survey.  This survey must be completed every three years.  The process used to take one day.  Now we only got ½ of the survey done in a full day.  EPA standards must be met.  We need to make sure we are not slapped with any violations.  We take it very seriously.

Tunnel – We made connection on east side of tunnel.  All has gone smoothly.  Same thing needs to be done on the west side.  We are making good progress and we will see how the weather affects things.  

Ron Rasmussen, Chief of Police
Crime – still working on finding our tire slasher.  The department will remain diligent and try to bring justice in this case.

Code Enforcement – Since our last meeting regarding code enforcement, we have been contacting residents about cleaning up their yards and keeping the weeds down.

V.   SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS (CITY MANAGER)

UAMPS -   In addition to League meetings, new scale nuclear reactor at UAMPS conference.  There are still obstacles like obtaining the necessary water and the infrastructure looks quite expensive but promising

Economic Development – Brant attended an economic development meeting focused on a bill passed last year on the high cost infrastructure tax credit.  It is still a tough sell.  Hard to pass in rural areas.

Parks – Brant will be meeting with Chad and Karl to discuss uses of the industrial park for the new well.  Some complications still need to be worked out.  We hope to have some green space out there by fall of next year.  Hopefully we will be ready for soccer next fall.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Anderson moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn at 7:12 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on October 5, 2016, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.



MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Mayor									Date




ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
City Recorder								Date
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