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MINUTES OF THE HELPER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, September 1, 2016 
 6:00 p.m.
Helper Auditorium
 Council Chambers
19 South Main
Helper, Utah  84526


ATTENDANCE:                                                         City Staff
       Mayor   Edward Chavez                      
                            
Council Members:                                      City Recorder Jona Skerl
           David Dornan                                  Chief Trent Anderson
           Gary Harwood                                 Attorney Angela Sampinos ( phone) 
           Chris Pugliese (Absent Excused)                                    
           Amanda Wheeler                                    
           Tom Williams 
         
Citizens: Kate Kilpatrick-Miller, Lenise Peterman, Kathleen Royster, Cheryl Lupo, Cindi and Thomas Curry, Deb Dull, Anne Kaferle, Charles Callis, Michelle Goldsmith, Tom Paluso, Ann and Roy Jesperson, Amy Jesperson,  Karl Kraync, Ben and Melanie Steele, Marilou Kundmueller, Traci Bishop and John Serfustini.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Chavez directed the Pledge of Allegiance.




The regular meeting of the Helper City Council was called to order by Mayor Chavez at 6:00. 



APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES August 4, 2016.

Council Member Williams moved to approve the minutes of August 4, 2016. Council Member Wheeler seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. Dornan, Wheeler, Williams, and Harwood all voting yes.    
 



CARBON COUNTY ECONOMIC COMMITTEE PRESENTATION.

Tami Ursenbach present council with a letter of appreciation for community pride to Helper City. 

  
DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON ORDINANCE 2016-3 GRANTING AN ELECTRIC UTILITY FRANCHISE TO ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER. 


Council Member Dornan moved to approve Ordinance 2016-3 granting an electric utility franchise for ten years and review in five years to Rocky Mountain Power. Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  The Council roll call vote is as follows: Council Members Dornan, Williams, Wheeler, and Harwood in favor. Ordinance 2016-3 passed by unanimous vote.  

 

KATE KILPATRICK-MILLER DISCUSSION ON ARTS FESTIVAL.  

Mayor Chavez stated the reviews from attendees where very positive and looking forward to next year.  Ms. Miller updated council on some changes for next year and the success of this year.  The council thanked Ms. Miller and Lensie Peterman for all their hard work and signed them up for next year.     



ANN JESPERSON PRESENTATION ON THE REVITALIZATION OF THE HELPER TRAIN STATION AND GROUNDS.

Melanie Steele, representing the Helper Projects, presented a power point presentation for the revitalization of the Helper Train Station.  The same power point presentation will be showed to the Utah Chapter of Architectural Institute a nonprofit organization that can assist with presentations and a master plan for this project.  The reason for coming tonight is to make certain we are presenting Helper the way the council would approve of.  Part of the presentation will be a clip from At Your Leisure broadcast from the Arts Festival.  The east side of Main Street will be the focus of the train revitalization to make a nice entrance for Amtrak.  Helper Projects mission statement for is the revitalization, beatification, and cultural enhancement of Helper.  Helper Projects is about helping Helper improve on our economic resources. 









ANN JESPERSON PRESENTATION ON THE WEDGE.

Ms. Jesperson presented council with a revised budget and drawings for the wedge on Main Street.  Main Street as a whole Helper does not have a vocabulary on what type or style of planters, garbage cans, or light fixtures.  The fixtures that are standard in a city nor do they have a committee for the beautification of the city.  The property owners on the eastside of the wedge is what the plan represents and the budget for the project has been broken down into phases.  The budget is now less because the City is doing part of the work.  South West Plumbing will design the sprinkler system for free if the parts purchased from them and the city can install from their plans.   Shalee Johnansen Office of tourism, suggested looking at the whole Main Street as a project.  Individual property owners could decide what they would like to see in front of their property and their funds could be matched by Office of Tourism.  Ms. Jesperson raised $4,250 in donations for the project during the Arts Festival.  Ms. Jesperson stated she felt uncomfortable raising any more funds if there was not going to be a project. Mayor Chavez recommended Ms. Jesperson bring plans to the Planning and Zoning for approval since they have done the General Plan.  Marilou Kundmueller, would like to see a city council member assigned to beatification of Main Street.  Cindy Curry feels that the wedge needs to be filled in before someone injures themselves.  The wedge is not the design for the entire main street this was just the property owners within the wedge area.  Other business owners had concerns they were not involved in the planning only the property owners by the wedge.  Melaine Steele stated the wedge is a unique piece of property and needs to be finished before the entire Main Street design is complete.  Mayor and council thanked Ms Jesperson for her work on this wonderful project.  


DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON ORDINANCE 2016-5 AMENDING THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG POLICY.

This item was tabled until the next agenda.


DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON PURCHASING A REPLACEMENT POLICE VEHICLE.

Chief Anderson explained one of his officers was involved in accident the officer was fine but the vehicle was totaled by the insurance company.  The amount of $15,000 will not cover a new vehicle.  Chief Anderson would like to apply for grants to help cover the remaining cost.   

Council Member Harwood moved to approve applying for grant funds to replace the police vehicle. Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. Dornan, Wheeler, Williams, and Harwood all voting yes.    




DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON PURCHASING NEW COPIER FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,300.

Council Member Wheeler moved to approve purchasing a new copier for the police department in the amount of $1,300. Council Member Dornan seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. Dornan, Wheeler, Williams, and Harwood all voting yes.   


DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON WEED CONTROL POLICY.

Attorney Sampinos researched several different cities on how they handle nuisance yards and most are not proactive.  Attorney Sampinos suggested sending out letters and hope they will comply if not citations should be issued.   The only other solution would be to have the city clean up the property and bill the property owner.  Mayor Chavez felt the cost of the cleanup would not be recovered by the city.  Applications would have to be taken in order to hire a compliance officer rather than hiring an independent contractor.  The city needs to be careful so residents do not feel they are being targeted.   Chief Anderson explained it takes time to find property owners especially if the home has been abandon.  Council Member Dornan stated some of the problem yards have been cleaned up since our last meeting.  Council Member Dornan suggested putting the weed ordinance again on the back of the bills in May.  Mayor Chavez suggested to work on the problem a little longer and see what can be done.  

DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL ON WATER, SEWER AND STORM DRAIN PROJECT.  

Council Member Harwood reported the installation of the water, sewer, and storm drain on is all most completed on Blake, Dodge, and Janet Street.  Paving will begin on September 8 for Railroad Ave, D Street and part of E Street.  Knife River will be starting second east with the water line and at the end of the street with sewer and water. The project should be completed by November 12.  Knife River will start in one week to complete the project on Depot Street.  

MOTION FOR CLOSED SESSION.

There was no motion made.   

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS AND HEADS OF DEPARTMENT.  


Council Member Williams reported on the dedication of the new Railroad wing at the museum was very well attended and the museum received several compliments.  

Council Member Wheeler reported IFA lawn specialist is willing to help with lawn problems and Matt Tallerico would like permission to install batting cages and a concession stand at the Heritage Ball Field.  Secondary water will be discontinued on October 1, 2016 for repairs on Scofield Dam.    

Council Member Dornan reported the pool was closed for the season the staff did a good job running the pool.  Bonneville Research is looking into solar farms for Helper.   

Council Member Harwood reported he lost two employees one seasonal quit and DJ Romero injured his knee. There will be a need hiring at least one full time employee soon. The crews cleaned up the parkway and a bench has been taken.  UDOT has been working on a drainage pond and the city waterline had to be located. 
    
Mayor Chavez reported the dedication of the Miner’s Memorial was well attended.    Mayor Chavez thanked everyone involved in the construction of the Memorial especially David Dornan and Marilou Kundmueller for design.  






There being no further business Council Member Harwood moved to adjourn.  Council Member Williams seconded the motion.  Motion Carried: Dornan, Wheeler, Williams, and Harwood voting yes. Meeting adjourned.




I hereby certify that the fore going represents a true, accurate, and complete record of the Helper City Council meeting held on Thursday, September 1, 2016



___________________________                   ___________________________
Edward Chavez                                                  Jona Skerl
Mayor                                                                  City Recorder
                                                                    
Approved on October 6, 2016














