Emery County Public Lands Meeting

September 6, 2016
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Mark H. Williams, Kim McFarlane, 
PLC Staff:  Chelsea Guymon
Public: Bryan Torgerson, Brandon Payne, Jake Palma, Darren Olsen, Garrick Hall, Joan Powell, Keith Brady, Paul Cowley, Ethan Migliori, Jason Carlile, Derek Christensen, Chris Wood, John Anderson, Scott Jacobson, Val Payne, Wayne Ludington, Aaron Farmer, Marc Stilson, Paula Wellnitz, Mack Huntington, Tom Lloyd, Jonathan Hunt, Ryan Wilcox, Randy Johnson
Excused: Ray Peterson 
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.
2.  Approval of Minutes: Motion by Ed to approve the minutes with a second from Mark.
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod talked about the Joe’s Valley Bouldering Festival which will be held October 6-9 and encouraged everyone to attend.
4.  Commission Report on PLI: Commissioner Cowley had nothing to report. Randy talked to Fred and he said they had nothing new to report.
5. Consideration and Approval to Recommend Inclusion of the Huntington Creek Watershed Coordinated Resource Management Plan as an Appendix to the Emery County General Management Plan: Mark said that the document was very well written and that we should consider approving and including the Huntington Creek Watershed Coordinated Resource Management Plan as an Appendix to the County’s General Management Plan. Rod mentioned that he had found a few inaccuracies in the document that he would like to see corrected. The Council discussed the best way to get these comments to those who wrote the document. Ed motioned to include the Huntington Creek Watershed Coordinated Resource Management Plan as an Appendix to the County’s General Management Plan with the corrections with a second from JR. 
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Jake Palma reported that there has been a change in the BLM’s State and Regional Management. Ed Roberson will be the new State Manager and Gary Torres will be the new District Manager. Amber Koski will be the new Assistant Field Manager for the Recreation and Cultural Program and Don Stevens is the new Assistant Field Manager for the Lands and Minerals Program. They are doing an inventory of the Molen Reef area. On September 14th they had meeting on the comments received and the inventory. They are working with the Forest Service on the EA for the Deer Creek Mine water release. They are working on a way to process Special Recreation Permits that encompass the NEPA process more efficiently so that will be available for public comment soon. There was an on-site visit meeting for the Old Spanish Trail August 30th that went well. They are hoping to finish up the San Rafael Master Leasing Plan soon. 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): Marc Stilson reported that Pacific Corp has filed a change order to be able to use the discharged water coming out of the Crandall Canyon Mine in the Power Plants. This discharged water could also benefit the irrigation company.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  No Representative.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Chris Wood reported that the aquatics crew will be working in the County the next few weeks doing water treatments in some of the drainages and canals before restocking cutthroat trout. On September 24th there will be a Water Fowl Clinic at the Desert Lake Water Fowl Management Center. There will be Gil Netting at Electric Lake and Joe’s Valley to help determine species composition and to also determine if their treatments are working. Hunting season is underway and the dove and grouse season will also be opening soon.
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that the beneficiaries will be holding a meeting in Price and they will also be going on a tour of the San Rafael Swell where they will be showing them some of the land exchanges in the San Rafael Swell. There will be a public land auction on October 19th where they will be selling 12 parcels none of which are in Emery County. They have signed a letter of intent with a solar company for the industrial park in Green River. They are still working with the BLM on their land lease. The Huntington Power Plant cleanup inspection went well. The Westridge Mine has vents which release methane gas. There is a company interested in capturing the methane gas and commercializing it for release onto the general market.   
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Darren Olsen reported that they will be having several Forest Management meetings. They are looking for input on the mineral, soil, wildlife, and whatever other information the public can provide. The managed Porcupine fire has been active since July 23rd. Darren explained that a managed fire is where they let Mother Nature take its course of cleaning up some of the dead conifer stands. The Porcupine fire has burned about 200 acres and they don’t expect it to burn much further. Pole Canyon is now open after the Seeley fire and flooding that happened several years ago. Trough Springs is being logged and they are currently getting 12 loads a day. They will continue to log until the snow shuts them down.
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Jonathan Hunt reported that the busy camping season has passed and that the water level is dropping so boater won’t be able to launch much longer. On September 17th there will be a Fishing Tournament at Millsite. They will be designating 5 new campsites at Millsite.
Aaron Farmer reported that the Holiday weekend was very busy. Goblin Valley received their Dark Sky Designation and there will be a celebration on October 1st in honor of the Dark Sky Designation. 
Washington Delegation Staff: Ryan Wilcox reported that Senator Lee was able to come to Emery County and tour our Power Plants and said that the visit went well. On September 14th there was a hearing on the PLI in Washington DC. 
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Mark told the Council about the one day ride maps that have been made. He hopes that in the future that more maps can be made and that they can encompass more trails and all of our recreation outlets.
Sherrel reported that the precipitation is 85% of normal. Millsite is at 72%, Joe’s Valley is at 55%, Huntington Reservoir is at 52%, Miller’s Flat is at 33%, Cleveland Reservoir is at 36%, and Electric Lake is at 56%. Sherrel said the reservoir carry over is at the lowest he has ever seen.
Ed spoke on the Old Spanish Trail Fieldtrip that they took. There were several County and Federal representatives in attendance. They started in Green River and were able to make it to the cement crossing. While walking the trail they discussed possible recreational opportunities. Ed said that crossing the highway will be problematic so they discussed an alternative trailhead. 

Keith spoke about the visit that Congressman Chaffetz’s office was able to make to our County.  

8.  Concerned Citizens: John talked about some of the misleading information that has been released about our Power Plants and air quality. Scott talked about nuclear power plants and how liquid sodium is a better cooling option than water. 
9.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

