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BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
March 22, 2011
5 p.m.
Green River City Offices
Green River, Utah  

PRESENT:  
	Carbon County:  Ada vanVloten, M.D., Commissioner John Jones, Kimball Johnson
	Emery County: No one present
	Grand County: Councilman Chris Conrad, Margaret Cochran, Mary Ann (Sam) Cunningham
	San Juan County: Gary Suttlemyer

EXCUSED: Martin Wilson, Tom Roush, Commissioner J.R. Nelson, Commissioner Lyman

ADMINISTRATION:  Dave Cunningham, Dottie Flemett, Tracy Randall, Becky Colombo, Brady Bradford

GUESTS: Jerry McNeeley, Rick Bailey

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairperson ‘Sam’Cunningham.  Rick Bailey made the statement that Commissioner Lyman from San Juan County will be here in the May meeting, but he won’t ever make a March meeting because he is an accountant.  Rick Bailey is sitting in the meeting because he is the San Juan County Administrator. 
Chairperson Cunningham asked for an approval of the minutes.  Dr. vanVloten stated that there needs to be a correction on page 3; the word ‘rolls’ was typed instead of ‘roles’.   This word will be corrected.  The minutes were approved as amended.  Dr. vanVloten made the motion to approve minutes as corrected; seconded by Kimball Johnson.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.

MOAB BUILDINGUPDATE
Dave stated the renovation plans have been approved by the Grand County Building Authority for our new office in Moab.  Bids will be out in the newspaper approximately next week.  The building has been purchased by our Health Department.  Dave is hoping for August as the target date to move into the building.  

CASTLE DALE BUILDING
Dave talked about several break-ins at the Castle Dale building.  His theory for the multiple burglaries is because it is next to a pharmacy.  We will be installing cameras on the four outside corners of the building.  Chairman Cunningham asked if we are responsible for the repairs and Dave stated that we are.



BLUFF SEWER ISSUE
Dave explained how many years our health department has been fighting the Bluff Sewer Battle (this is the 3rd time Dave himself has approached this community about a sewer system).  He has had 5 town meetings in the last 3 years for this specific issue.   Brady Bradford, Dave Cunningham, and Dave Ariotti, (among others) participated last Saturday on a panel to answer questions for the townspeople.   There were 5 systems they could vote on.  Dave went over the voting numbers and explained that the Bluff vote ended in favor “to do nothing”.  Next, Dave will meet with the County Commissioners and the County Attorney.  The Local Health Department’s obligation is to follow the rules and close some of the homes to occupancy if the drainfields fail.  When the drainfield fails at the school, the school will also be closed.  Bluff is calling our “bluff” for following through to enforce the rules.  Dave and the others will come up with a plan of action to present to the commission.  Their next commission meeting in San Juan County is on April 4.
More discussion followed.  Chairman Cunningham asked who has the ultimate authority in this situation, and that would be Dave Cunningham.  
Dave explained that the Bluff Service Area backed out, and the only people left are the ones against the system, resulting in the vote to “do nothing”.

MONTICELLO
 Dave asked about the Monticello Cancer Contract and Tracy Randall explained.  
Dave went over the number of victims who have been helped with this program.
Their Cancer Walk in Monticello will be on June 4th.  

CONTRACT ADDITION
 Dave explained this contract at the last Board meeting, but we need the Board to approve this additional funding.  The contract is for the Hospital/Preparedness grant.  Robby Donaldson has people committed from the Carbon/Emery area and the first meeting is scheduled for this Thursday.  He has another meeting scheduled for the other areas.  The grant is to establish a coalition of health care providers to share information and study hospital acquired infections.   The amount of the funding is $10,797.00.
Chairman Cunningham commented (FYI) that she will be at a meeting in Denver next month regarding infectious disease.
Chairman Cunningham asked for a motion to approve this funding.  Dr. vanVloten made the motion to approve this contract; seconded by Gary Suttlemyer.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.

LEGISLATION
 Dave went over the different decreases in some grants.  
Dave stated most of the purpose of Federal grants is to gather statistics. 
Dave is a part of the Governance group; David Patton is the chairperson and he is pro public health.
The Legislature has cut budgets across the top; then the separate health departments can back fill.
Dave explained the legislative analyst for the State of Utah, and the analyst’s lack of awareness.
Dave explained that budget was cut 100% by the State for programs like our Care-a-Van Program.  So it would have been gone for the next fiscal year anyway.
Dave included all the House and Senate Bills in the Board Packet that are health related.
Dave reviewed briefly: HB70, HB132, HB170, HB204, HB238 (changing us back to 5 day work week).
He explained HB497 (the illegal immigration enforcement act, that applies when people apply for public service) and stated we will have to be a part of that.  It deals with WIC in particular.  The Attorney General’s Office will have to clarify this bill.  Immunizations offered to them would be to our advantage, since it would prevent any epidemics.  This bill goes into effect May 10.
HB336 (Health Officers were pushing for this-because there are stockpiles of anti-viral medications).  There are SNS stockpiles with other medications that we would not be able to legally distribute without having this bill pass.


FIVE 8-HOUR DAYS
(HB238)  This bill passed and requires agencies to be open 9 hours M-Fri.  We follow that category because we provide birth and death certificates.  The Price Office is the only office we can offer coverage during lunch hour.  We can’t have part of the staff working 4 10-hour shifts and some working 5 8-hour shifts.  It is a split as far as preference from the employees.  We have to follow what the Governor says.  Dave asked if the Board had any suggestions.  Dave explained that the accrual of sick and annual leave on two different schedules would be a nightmare for bookkeeping.  Discussion followed and different board members contributed to the reasoning.
Chairman Cunningham asked if a consensus was needed from the Board.  Dave explained his opinion would be to go back to 5 eight-hour shifts.  Kimball Johnson made the motion to support Dave’s decision to return to working 5 eight’s; seconded by Dr. vanVloten.  All in favor; none opposed.   Motion carried.  Tracy Randall stated that these hours will go into effect for the State employees (according to the Legislature) on 9/17/11.

NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH
 Dottie talked about the Health Department honoring Teresa Martinez, our dietician, for National Nutrition Month.  In each office, we celebrated by having a healthy snack provided for the employees.
Dottie stated Price is celebrating their 100th anniversary as a town, and we are promoting a “healthy family walk” to help celebrate.   
SEUDHD has fitness bookmarks to hand out to the public.  The PANO Grant does not have much money; so Georgina and Debbie Marvidikis are being very frugal.  All the offices are doing some fitness promotions.  Teresa Martinez travels down to the other offices on a regular basis.
Chairman Cunningham asked if we had a dietician before; Dottie explained we have, but have had difficulty keeping them.

PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK
 Dave stated Public Health Week is the week of April 4.  We will be launching newspaper articles and other promotions at this time for public health.  The Board will be hearing things about public health.  Kimball Johnson asked if we have a Facebook presence as a Health Department.  Dave explained you can be a Facebook Friend on our website, but we do not really have a Facebook presence.

WEBSITE
 Tracy Randall used a laptop and displayed the Health Department website to the Board.  Discussion followed.  Dave talked about the hits that we have received on the site.  
Becky explained that Brady Bradford and Georgina Nowak have already consulted with the webmaster and he is currently in the process of updating their departments on the website.
Kimball asked who the webmaster is for our website.  It is Kevin Jensen, a pharmacy tech at Albertsons in Price.  He is very prompt and very good.
Dave suggested bringing the camera to update the Board of Health tab and have the pictures of the Board members.
Dr. vanVloten would like to see some historical epidemiology information shown on the site.  
Dottie suggested a history on public health for public health week.

TRAININGS
Chairman Cunningham asked about budget cuts in trainings for the employees.  Dave explained some money has been set aside out of various grants to be used for trainings.  It will mostly be WIC trainings that will continue.  Tracy Randall will attend the Great Basin Leadership Institute.  Tracy’s schedule and curriculum is listed in the packet.  

MEDIA
This section contains ads in the media on our basic programs.  There were ads on the “Food for Flu” and also the Anti-smoking campaign.  The Grand and San Juan papers did not respond about printing the anti-smoking ads.

(FOOD & FLU CAMPAIGN)
 Dottie talked about the Food for Flu Campaign and stated a nurse from Utah County will be doing a presentation at a National Convention on this idea and promoting immunizing adults.  Summit County followed suit, as did Utah County, and gave flu shots for food donations.
The minutes are to reflect the fact that the Board of Health appreciates the original thinking of Terrie Wright & Dottie for their idea of giving flu shots for food donations.  Dottie would like to do that again next year during National Influenza Week.  
We don’t usually have flu vaccine surpluses like this year, but the media has pushed people to obtain their flu shots sooner and more places offer them (i.e. grocery and drug stores; community nursing places, etc.).  That was why we had a surplus of flu vaccine, which enabled our district to give the shots for food donations.

POLICY/PROCEDURE
The family medical leave was a policy reviewed recently.  Tracy Randall copied what was in the State HR manual, because it states what is basically required for the leave policy.  Tracy explained our previous policy, and then noted how she revised it to adapt to the state policy.  Chairman Cunningham asked about the word “unpaid”.  Dave pointed out it is actually “leave without pay”.  Kimball Johnson made the motion to adopt the State wording for the page; seconded by Dr. vanVloten.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT
Dottie talked about another issue with the WIC program.  The Vision Program is another new program to make WIC more efficient; they track them through other programs.  It is a web- based program that will make it easier to track WIC clients.  This program is also to monitor the clients and ensure we are doing what we are supposed to do.  There is a week-long training in August for our employees.  It will be a much better data base for us.  Chairman Cunningham asked how long people stay on WIC, and Dottie explained it is from the baby’s birth to age 5.  Pregnant women qualify for WIC up until they deliver and up to a year if they are breastfeeding.
The Poison Control bulletin board from our Blanding office was discussed.  Our new clerk in Blanding has been a great addition to that office and enjoys creating displays with her “Cricket” machine.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
Brady Bradford discussed some epidemiology topics that were not included in the packet.  Brady talked about the pertussis outbreak, and explained the media focus on the California outbreak and how it touched most the nation.  
In early February, we did have an outbreak of both Influenza B and Strep Throat in Green River, Ferron, and Moab.  The Strep began in Green River.  There was an absenteeism of 25% in the Green River High School.  The outbreak blew through them in about a week.  Brady sent notices to the school superintendants and janitors that everything had to be sanitized (i.e. door knobs; drinking fountains).  The outbreak abated.  Brady gave credit to the nurses in these areas because they dealt with the situations and used their ideas.  

Brady went on to Environmental Health…
He has been analyzing what our Environmental Health employees do in the 4 counties.  He is striving for more consistency in procedures in all 4 counties.  We have different charges in the counties for the same services.   Commissioner Jones suggested getting this fee schedule ready for the budget meeting in May.  
Brady asked the Board to address the issue of motels that serve hot breakfasts.  Brady feels like they should be issued a food establishment permit.  Margaret Cochran asked if we have many motels serving hot breakfasts, and Brady answered there are only a few, but he has had several requests for more motels that want to begin serving hot breakfasts.
Brady asked if the Board recommended waiting until the May budget meeting to make this decision.  Dave recommends that we issue a permit for handling hot food.  Chairman Cunningham suggested reviewing the information on serving hot food, and Brady will present more at the May meeting.  Commissioner Jones wants this on the agenda for the next meeting.
Tracy Randall stated that Brady will work with her on the budget issues.  Dave suggested that this should be a separate vote from the general budget.
Rick Bailey asked about scout camps and the fact that some camps go on for several weeks and have to prepare hot food.  They should have training for food handlers, a food safety manager, and an inspection by the health department.
San Juan County and Moab will have to begin charging the $20 temporary food permit fee for fairs and international days, etc.  Rick Meyer and Brady will be sending out letters to all those booths and vendors that need to know they must have these permits.  

Dave asked if everyone reviewed the separate sheets of information that were accidentally omitted from the envelope when the Board Packets were mailed.    
He explained the page on charitable donations and what money was raised by employees in the Price Office and where it was donated.  

Dave explained his diagnosis of cancer to the Health Board, since the Board is his boss and they need to know.  He will begin radiation treatments soon.  He is also dealing with severe anemia.  
Dr. vanVloten mentioned that Dave has done a great deal for our health department and needs to take care of himself now.

Chairman Cunningham asked for a motion to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:35.p.m.




___________________________________		_____________________________________
Mary Ann (Sam) Cunningham, Chairperson		Dave Cunningham, Health Officer
