MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
SEPTEMBER 7, 2016 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, September 7, 2016, in the City Council Room.  Mayor Squire called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Anderson offered the invocation.  Councilmember Wheeler led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  



ROLL CALL	

MEMBERS PRESENT			    Richard Squire, Mayor   		
		Margie Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
John Scott
	Richard Wheeler

	MEMBERS EXCUSED
	 	Alma Lund



















STAFF PRESENT 
Brant Hanson, City Manager
Marcus Gilson, City Attorney
Bryan Kimball, Community Dev. 
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief 
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
		
	STAFF EXCUSED 
		Cory Daniels, Power Director				Phil Murray, Rec Director

PUBLIC COMMENT

Gail Gammell, a resident of Ephraim, owns a home on 300 N and is very close to the JD Trailer Park.  She said she feels that park is a disgrace.  It is full of filth and homeowners around the area cannot sell their homes.  The motel on Main Street is also a blighted area that needs attention.  There are mattresses and bedding in the open rooms with defecation on the floors and there are couches and old furniture and broken down cars and weeds all throughout Ephraim.  There are trailers parked in the streets that have been there for years.  There are ordinances about trailers parked on the street and unlicensed vehicles on the street, but it is allowed.  It is a bad image for the City.  She would like to see the City of Ephraim enforce the ordinances and keep the area nice.  

Mayor Squire commented things are in the works to get things cleaned up.  

Bill Branham, who lives south of town, commented he has been living here for years, and before that often visited for hunting and fishing.  He agrees with Gail’s assessment of the City reverting to inner city status.  He feels it makes no sense to try to make the City bigger when we can’t keep what we have nice for people to live in.  If you are asking for economic development you are also asking for City problems like tire slashing and crime.  He told the Council they have a piece of heaven here and have to take care of it.  He offered his services if volunteers are needed to help.  


I.	  PRESENTATIONS

1. YOUTH CITY COUNCIL

Leah Howe and Amy Lund are the Youth Mayor for this year.  They and the other youth who were present introduced themselves and were sworn in by the City Recorder.  

II.	  MOTION AGENDA

A.	 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of September 6, 2016. 

Councilmember Scott moved to approve the September 6, 2016 Warrant Register as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

B.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Council reviewed the minutes of the August 17, 2016 City Council Work Meeting.

The Council reviewed the minutes of the August 17, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting.
Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve the September 17, 2016 Council Work Meeting and Regular City Council Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, and Alder.  Councilmember Anderson declined the vote as she was not present at the meeting for which the minutes were taken.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

C.	APPROVAL OF STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:  PAULA TIPPETS’ PRESCHOOL 

Paula Tippets is applying for a Conditional Use Permit to run a preschool in her home.  Letters were sent to neighbors and there were no complaints.  The Planning Commission is unanimously recommending approval.

Councilmember Anderson moved to approve the CUP as recommended by Planning and Zoning.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scott.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

	2.	 AGREEMENT:  SUNRISE ENGINEERING

Mark Huntsman, Senior Vice President and other representatives from Sunrise Engineering were present to talk about what services they can provide to take care of the City’s building inspection needs.  They currently provide services to other communities and discussed with staff how best to meet the needs of Ephraim City.  

Last week they toured the JD Trailer Court and the abandoned motel on Main Street.  They feel they can help us with those two properties.  They employ 15 members who are licensed with 30 years plus experience.  They are capable of assisting staff with dealing with the issues at hand.   Mr. Huntsman explained there are right ways to do things and those options will come before Council.  Sunrise Engineering will have a team of people working on these issues to implement a plan along with the Council and staff to deal with questions of procedure with quick reference cards available to staff in the office.  They will deal with communicating to contractors and homeowners and will work with staff to see what best fits their needs.  

Work with the firm will be on a demand basis, increasing or decreasing services as needed.  Inspectors are dispatched out of Fillmore.  

The City has an existing 2007 agreement with Sunrise Engineering which precludes the RFP Requirement for these services.  

Bryan commented Ephraim is a growing city with new challenges it hasn’t dealt with to this point.  He hopes this will close some of the loose ends we have had with development.  It is hard for the County to adapt to our growing needs that are not present in other communities in Sanpete.  

Councilmember Alder moved to authorize execution of an agreement with Sunrise Engineering.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scott.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


	3.	MAIN STREET CODE ENFORCEMENT

Councilmember Wheeler moved to recommend the Council support city staff in the enforcement of City codes as presently written and to review current code to bring it up to date.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scott.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

	4.	 ANNUAL BANKRUPTCY WRITE-OFF

Once a year when accounts receivable is no longer able to collect, those debts are written off.  This particular debt has been in collections for a number of years in the amount $371.92 on utility billings.  It is recommended the Council approve the write-off as ordered by the US Bankruptcy Court.

Councilmember Wheeler moved to discharge and write off $371.92 for a utility bill as stated in the US Bankruptcy Court.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


III.  RESOLUTION AGENDA

A.	RESOLUTION ECR 16-10:  DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY  

ECR 16-10, a resolution authorizing the disposal of surplus property belonging to Ephraim City.

Councilmember Anderson moved to approve ECR 16-10, a resolution authorizing the disposal of a 1969 Chevy Pickup.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Wheeler, Anderson, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


IV.  APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS


Tyler Alder
Recreation Department – 300 kids signed up for Soccer.  We are looking at options for playing fields.  Phil is kept very busy.

   Margie Anderson
Youth City Council – They will meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8:30 pm.  They would like to attend a Regular Council Meeting again.

ECHA – 3 out of the 4 have contracts on them.  They are putting in the flooring and will be finished by mid-October.  Interest has been shown on the last one.  The park should be completed soon

    Richard Wheeler
Senior Board – A photo display was created with dates and write-ups of senior citizens and senior buildings.  The display was shown last week.

Ambulance – they are trying to put together a transportation agreement with Manti to cover patients picked up who prefer to go to Gunnison rather than Mt. Pleasant, if there are crossovers.   Manti is not willing at this time.  They went to the state to get funding for a snow cat.  They will pay 85% if the association would come up with the rest and they want to do that.  There are 5 CPR instructors at the association and will be teaching classes at the elementary schools.  Classes are free.  They also have conferences and classes in November and this month.  They presented their financials and are in very good shape.

    John Scott
Airport Board – talked with Jviation about a new tarmac.  The Board are discussing new hangars and need to work out a master plan for as many as a dozen hangars.

Planning and Zoning – a new project will be coming in just east of Palisade Park.  

V.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS

     Bryan Kimball, Community Development Director
Item – top five water users have been working with the city and are cutting back.

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Water Supply - We had a water outage last week up the canyon road area.  Got the water going back in the tank, and the system flushed out, and everything is up and running again.  

Tunnel – Next week we will shut water off for a period of time.  We are trying to work with them and will let the College and businesses know.  





VI. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS (CITY MANAGER)

Recreation -   we are looking for alternative locations for sports.  A suggestion for a good short term solution could be to develop the 5 acres next to the cemetery.  It will have to be developed eventually anyway.  We are also looking at the industrial park.  

Code – we have been reviewing ordinances the last week or so and comparing against other cities.  We want to work with Marcus on rewriting codes.  There is some antiquated language that should be updated.  We are referencing a uniform building code that is not even in use any more.


VII. CLOSED SESSION

  Councilmember Anderson moved to go into a closed session at 8:14 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of the Utah State Code, Section(s) 52-4-205, Pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

Councilmember Scott moved the Council adjourn the closed session and reopen the public meeting at 8:18 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.  


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Scott moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn at 8:18 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on September 21, 2016, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.
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___________________________________				_____________________
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