Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes    
Wednesday, September 7, 2016, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Park, 45 West 300 North
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, Gunnison City Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Thayne Carlisle, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill and Blane Jensen, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Police Chief Trent Halliday, Officer Tyler Donaldson, Part-time Police Officers Malcolm Powell and Derick Taysom, Robert Stevens with the Sanpete Messenger and Citizens Avral Hansen, Kaye Sorensen and Jay Clayton
Conducting:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Councilmember Andy Hill
Public Comment

There were no public comments at this time.
7:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding the Merging of the Gunnison City Police Department and the Centerfield City Police Department Creating a New Entity for the Operation of a Consolidated Public Safety Police Department

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to open the Public Hearing.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
7:05 p.m. Public Hearing Opened.  Councilmember Thayne Carlisle arrived

Councilmember Jensen reviewed the budget associated with the merger and explained the changes that had been made in the Interlocal Agreement since the last time it had been discussed.  He noted the current officers would not be guaranteed the same positions, but their jobs would be guaranteed at their current wage.  Councilmember Jensen also reported the animal control responsibility would still fall under Supervisor Reber's position at this time noting that Centerfield's animal control currently falls under the Police Dept.  Councilmember Jensen stated Centerfield has an ordinance enforcement officer, and it would need to be determined if the city would like to incorporate that position in.  He explained this position fell under the Centerfield Police Dept., but that expenditure was not figured into the budgets for the proposed merger.  

7:08 p.m. Chief Trent Halliday arrived

Councilmember Jensen explained there were currently five wage levels figured in that were based on the positions, and the Chief's position is the only one that is at will.  He announced the name of the new department would be the Gunnison Valley Police Deptartment, and noted both departments currently have Lexipol policies so they should be able to blend easily.  He noted the Board has not been put together yet, but has been structured and once they are organized they would create their own bylaws.  

Clark Bown voiced his concerns of the merger stating he could see some great benefits, but concerned there may have to be more expenses incurred down the road.  Councilmember Jensen referred to the budget handout the Council had received pointing out the savings that have been projected over the next two years should the merger happen.  He also explained the increased savings that could happen if Mayfield should decide to fully participate in the future.  Councilmember Jensen then listed the overhead costs that could be saved such as the buildings, licensing, etc.  Chief Halliday expanded on the possible benefits listing increased coverage and the increased number of officers which should save with the overtime wages that are currently being paid for coverage.   Clark stated he likes the way the police force is handled in Gunnison; they live here and they know the people.  He likes the attitude that we are friends and neighbors, we want to get along and solve the problems.  He felt that in other communities they don't know who you 
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are and are more likely to give you a ticket if you are going 5 mph over the speed limit.  He would like to see a similar attitude maintained in what we have now and reported what he hears from some of the kids regarding Centerfield's department.  Derick Taysom, who has covered shifts for Gunnison's Police Dept., felt this problem would improve as the departments are combined, and Councilmember Jensen stated that much of this would be up to the governing board.  Councilmember Carlisle explained the problems seen when the officers are tired and burned out after picking up such long hours in that they don't want to pick up any of  the extra shifts that need to be covered.  Chief Halliday explained since the four that are currently employed will be guaranteed jobs, they already have a pretty good idea of how everyone is going to work together now and in the future.  

Jay Clayton voiced his concerns and the concerns of many people he has talked to about the Centerfield Police Chief driving to Ephraim every day and wasting tax payers dollars.  He also expressed his distaste of Centerfield's Good Landlord Program, and thinks the code enforcement officer is a waste of money.  Chief Halliday reiterated the fact the code enforcement officer is not set up in the Interlocal Agreement.  Councilmember Jensen pointed out the benefits of  having a Code Enforcement Officer, and the importance of proper implementation.  Jay noted he felt Gunnison City has a great set up complimenting those that work for Gunnison and doesn't want to lose that as a citizen.  The part-time officer positions were discussed with Chief Halliday reporting most of those positions, but not all, would be gone with this merger.  Councilmember Jensen pointed out the times the extra help would always be needed, and Chief Halliday noted they would never be able to go away  totally from part-time officers and the reasons why.  Derick Taysom mentioned he would like to see another full time officer position available in about five years.  Councilmember Jensen explained there has not been a timeline set up yet, but once the agreement is set up then it would go to the Lt. Governor's office which should be approximately 30-60 days.  The determination of hiring the chief from in-house or out was discussed, and Councilmember Jensen explained that decision would be up to the Executive Committee.
Councilmember Carlisle made the motion to close the Public Hearing.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  The motion carries with a 5-0 vote.

7:40 p.m. Close Public Hearing.  

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Utility Adjustment ~ Avral Hansen
Avral addressed the Council stating she needed to find out what she could do with her water bill.

7:42 p.m. Clark Bown left

Councilmember Donaldson reviewed Avral's bill listing the late fees that had incurred as well as the payments that had been made since the Council approved the adjustment of the late fees last August.  He reported the bill was currently over $1,000, and explained the process that could take place to get the bill taken care of  which included small claims court ending up in a possible lien on the home.  The Council questioned Avral about the home with Avral stating she wished she had left the water off after the last adjustment had been approved by the Council.  Avral explained where she currently lives and stated she could not afford both.  Avral was obviously upset and left the meeting.
7:48 p.m. Avral Hansen left

The Council discussed the different solutions that were available with no decisions being made.

Future Items

Pool:  Pool Manager Havey wanted to give the Council an update on the planning for a splash pad, and stated he is still waiting to hear from Barclay Mechanical on a quote for some of the proposed equipment.  He reviewed the items Barclay's would be giving a quote on, and  proceeded to list the other items and companies he has been working with such as Reinke at Triple S to get a quote on a pivot.  He listed the 
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three biggest expenditures and the process that would take place noting it would recycle the water and would utilize a 3,000 gallon reservoir pumping about 150 gallons per minute.  Manager Havey reported the pool has taken in a little over $7,000 on the Wibit noting how the popularity is continually growing especially with the rentals.  Mayor Blackham expressed his wishes again in having the splash pad open to the public with little picnic tables available for the parents to sit on and watch their kids.  He felt this would entice people to come to the park and utilize the facilities, and maybe they will start bringing their swim suits to swim the next time they come.  Manager Havey explained how Fillmore has done their splash pad and how they control theirs then summarized  how the Wibit is controlled at this point at the Gunnison Pool.  Mayor Blackham stated the decision of whether the splash pad will be open to the public or not will ultimately be determined by the public.  Manager Havey stated he has taken it to the Pool Committee, and they have their ideas as well.  
Proposed Approval of Part-time Swimming Pool Employee ~ Councilmember Donaldson

Manager Havey recommended Alexandria Reynolds as a part-time employee at the front desk, and noted he is still looking for a lifeguard to cover the morning shifts.
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve Alexandria Reynolds as a part-time employee to work at the front desk.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Blackham thanked Manager Havey for the great job  he has done.

Proposed Approval of Interlocal Agreement with Centerfield City and the Town of Mayfield to Create a New Entity and for the Operation of a Consolidated Public Safety Police Department, and Authorizing Mayor Blackham to Sign the said Agreement ~ Councilmember Jensen
Mayor Blackham questioned if there was any further discussion on this.  The Council declined to make any further comments.

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Centerfield City and the Town of Mayfield to Create a New Entity and for the Operation of a Consolidated Public Safety Police Department as well as authorizing Mayor Blackham to sign the said agreement.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Resolution 2016-11, Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of a Notice of Impending Boundary Action with Respect to the Gunnison Valley Police Department

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Resolution 2016-11, authorizing the execution and delivery of a notice of Impending Boundary Action with respect to the Gunnison Valley Police Department.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Councilmember Jensen mentioned he has been working on this merger for 17 years.  Councilmember Hill expressed his hopes that the cities could start working together more and felt there were many benefits that could come from this.  He hoped this would start improving those relationships.  Officer Donaldson felt the valley has been very fortunate that the departments work so well together enabling this to happen.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Street Improvements near the Elementary School ~ Councilmember Carlisle

Councilmember Carlisle reported on the chip seal project that has been done around the various parts of the city, and noted he would like to get approval to paint some lines by the elementary school.  He would like to have a double yellow line (designated to passing area) painted on 500 South all the way from Main Street to 300 East.  He would also like to put designated stop lines and crosswalks at the stop signs as well as double yellow lines on the north side of Hwy 137 that is south of the school up to the stop sign past the 
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River Walk.  He would also like to put white parking strips east of the sidewalk on the west side of that same road.  The total linear feet on all of that is 14,647 feet and the total bid for the projects listed is $1,757.00 from Larry Childs.

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the proposed striping and painting projects discussed totaling $1,757.00 to Larry Childs.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote. 
 Councilmember Carlisle noted he is still working towards getting a sidewalk put in on 500 South, and in the mean time has looked at putting a 3' strip of two white lines creating something of a bike path for the kids.  The discussion ensued regarding the width of the road, and what this area could be utilized for.  He reported he would be applying for the Safe Route to School (SRTS) grant when it becomes available again, and listed the additional information he will need to get together for that.  Councilmember Carlisle mentioned Larry had given the City a discount on the quote for the striping and noted the reasons why.  
Proposed Approval of Ordinance 2016-5, Approving Partial Vacation of River Bend Subdivision

Recorder Braithwaite explained the ordinance Bruce Parker had put together noting this ordinance was part of the process listed in the State Statute in vacating a subdivision.  She noted the ordinance had included the vacation of the River Road  so a Quit Claim Deed would not be necessary in deeding the road back to John Mogle and Kasey Peterson once this ordinance is signed.  However, it was important that John and Kasey complete all of the items pertaining to them in Sections 4 and 5 prior to the Mayor signing the ordinance.  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed John and Kasey's requirements.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve Ordinance 2016-5,  approving a partial vacation of the River Bend Subdivision pending the items required by John Mogle and Kasey Peterson are completed.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a   5-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Ordinance 2016-6, Repealing and Re-enacting Chapter 2.110 of the Municipal Code Relating to City Records and Access (GRAMA) to Conform with Changes made in State Law

Recorder Braithwaite reported the State Legislature had made some changes in the law which made the City's current GRAMA ordinance outdated, and the State Archives was requesting a copy of an updated ordinance with the updated changes.  She reviewed some of the changes that had been made.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Ordinance 2016-6, Repealing and Re-enacting Chapter 2.110 of the Municipal Code relating to city records and access (GRAMA) to conform with changes made in State law.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Ordinance 2016-7, Amending Ordinance 2015-4, Unlawful Traveling and Parking of Large Vehicles ~ Councilmember Carlisle and Chief Halliday

Councilmember Carlisle reported he and Chief Halliday had been working on improving the current Ordinance regarding the traveling and parking of large vehicles in the protection of the city's infrastructure, and had come up with the following changes:  It shall be unlawful for any vehicle having a registered maximum gross weight of 36,000 pounds or greater to travel over or park upon the following designated street:  1.  300 East between 600 South and the Southern Gunnison City limits, except for firefighting and school buses.  The format of this ordinance was discussed with a minor change being requested for better clarification in numbering the addition.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve Ordinance 2016-7, amending Ordinance 2015-4, unlawful traveling and parking of large vehicles with the noted changes in numbering.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion carries with a 5-0 vote. 
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Chief Halliday reported he would order the proper signage.  Mayor Blackham would like a letter sent to those companies that regularly use it.  Chief Halliday mentioned he would start being more aggressive in getting people to comply with the ordinance.
Proposed Approval of Resolution 2016-12, Gunnison City Administrative Policies and Procedures Manual, Amendment to Section 3.1.120(b)(2), 3.1.120(i)(1), 3.1.120(i)(2) and 3.1.120(i)(5) Employee Benefits, Annual Leave

Chief Halliday reported these sections needed to be updated to better clarify the employees benefits for annual leave noting  this would make all of the leave time accruable rather than giving the benefits in one lump sum at the beginning of the year which keeps the employees a year behind at all times.  This would also clarify those areas that seem to contradict each other in the policy.  A lengthy discussion ensued which included how other companies give their leave time as well as the history of the City's policy.

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Resolution 2016-12,  Gunnison City Administrative Policies and Procedures Manual, Amendment to Section 3.1.120(b)(2), 3.1.120(i)(1), 3.1.120(i)(2) and 3.1.120(i)(5) Employee Benefits, Annual Leave.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

The discussion turned to other areas within the policy that need to be updated.  These will be worked on at future meetings.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, July 26, 2016, Open Session, Wednesday, August 3, 2016, Open and Closed Session and Wednesday, August 17, 2016, Open and Closed Sessions

Councilmember Carlisle made the motion to approve  the City Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, July 26, 2016, Open Session, Wednesday, August 3, 2016, Open and Closed Session and Wednesday, August 17, 2016, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion carries with a 5-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes  with a 5-0 vote.

BMX Track:  Councilmember Jensen pointed out that in order to use the BMX track a person has to belong to the association and questioned if the City could legally require participation in a third party entity in order to use it where they don't own it. He also questioned if the City would be better off letting them form a club or an association and just let them take it over.  A lease option was discussed with Councilmember Jensen noting he didn't know if a lease was even needed, but we could continue the maintenance under an agreement with them.  He stated there was no written agreement at this time, but the way it has worked it is probably better the way it is.  Councilmember Jensen stated he would be willing to call the City's Attorney, Mandy Larsen, to check on his legal questions.  Chief Halliday noted it is the City's track, but it can't be an open track or BMX would cancel their insurance they are currently covering the track with and then the City would be liable.  Councilmember Jensen questioned if there were more nights a week the track could be opened for practice if more people got involved.  It was reported the fee to join USA BMX is $60 per person.  Councilmember Donaldson stated Kristy Nielson is more or less a park employee in managing the track.  Chief Halliday reminded the Council if the track was not a USA BMX track then they would risk losing those that utilize the track since everyone that comes is chasing the points throughout the year that they acquire utilizing USA BMX tracks.    Councilmember Donaldson questioned if it would be worth building a little track by the creek bottom for the kids to use.  This could be a track that would be open to the public to get more kids interested in it.  Councilmember Carlisle voiced his concern regarding the liability issue of that.  Mayor Blackham requested Councilmember Jensen do some research on what would be best for the City and the management of the BMX track.  Councilmember Andersen 
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thought they would want to have a way of expanding and recruiting more members.  Chief Halliday reported there were only a couple kids attending the practice night on Wednesday nights, and USA BMX had to be paid for practice nights so the practice night wasn't happening right now.  He noted they would definitely have practice nights if they would get more attendance.  He also explained they have trial memberships for the first time they race to see if they even like it and want to continue.  Chief Halliday stated the races were every Friday and there were only a few races left for the season.  He mentioned Brian and Kristy Nielson have been to all of the trainings, and they are better at explaining the details of the USA BMX rules, and reported they do a great job putting on a race.

City Yard:  Councilmember Donaldson reported Supervisor Reber has help this week and would like to clean up all of the old scrap metal from the City yard and get it cleaned up.  He stated Supervisor Childs would like to wait until they get the price of metal up a little bit, but Councilmember Donaldson reported on his inspection of the lot and all of the old meters, hydrants, etc. that will never be used and would like approval to get it cleaned up.  Mayor Blackham told him to go ahead and get it cleaned up. 

Police:  Mayor Blackham noted he had sent an email to the Council regarding a landlord situation.  Councilmember Jensen and Chief Halliday responded noting this was a police situation, and would be discussed and handled later.  
G-Hill:  Councilmember Donaldson  questioned if the City could put up 10 mph signs by the G-Hill.  The OHV speed limit  was discussed noting it was currently at 20 mph.  Councilmember Donaldson explained the improvements on the hill had been made into a speedway now.  However, there wasn't a dust problem anymore but he would like to see people slow down.  Chief Halliday questioned ownership of the road noting the City would be hard pressed to create an ordinance that establishes a speed limit on a road the City doesn't own.  Mayor Blackham would like to monitor this at this time.
Police:  Officer Donaldson thanked those employees that donated sick leave time to him during his recent extended time off work.  Chief Halliday reported there were five employees that each donated a day to him, and there were more that offered to donate time if it was needed.

Pressurized Irrigation:  Councilmember Hill questioned if the irrigation watering restrictions had been changed.  Councilmember Donaldson noted the restrictions were still what had been put into place.  Chief Halliday reviewed the current schedule and the four quadrants the City had been divided into.  The discussion ensued regarding the many complaints everyone has received of so many people  watering when they shouldn't.  Councilmember Hill would like to see this controlled better if the restrictions are going to be put into place.  Chief Halliday reported some of the people are watering with culinary rather than pressurized.  The watering at the cemetery and the park was reviewed noting the cemetery is still on culinary due to the discoloration that occurs on the headstones with the irrigation water.  Councilmember Donaldson noted all but the west side of the park is still on culinary as well.  
Water:  Councilmember Donaldson reported they were all but ready to turn the Sorensen Well into the system which should decrease the use of the arsenic treatment facility since Bartholomew Well won't have to be used as much.  

Miss Gunnison Float:  Councilmember Donaldson reported Mayor Sorensen from Centerfield would like the float moved from their storage area.  The different storage options were discussed.  Tyler Donaldson stated he had room at his place, but would like to be compensated $100 a year for storage.  Recorder Braithwaite thought Kara Jensen, who is over the pageant, had told her she had some space to store it if needed.  Recorder Braithwaite will get in touch with Kara and try to get this taken care of.
9:15 p.m. Adjourn
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
