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	Committee
	Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission

	

	Date
Time
Location
	Tuesday, September 13, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 pm
CCJJ Large Conference Room

	

	Members Present
	Gil Miller, David Roth, Shannon Sebahar, Bob Fotheringham, John Ashton, Kelsie Strong, Sonya Martinez, Ann Marie Allen, Nate Alder, Di Allison

	Members Excused
	Richard Hoffman, David Jordan, Ron Gordon

	
	

	Guests
	Paul Tonks, Rick Schwermer, Nick Hughes

	Staff
	Jennifer Yim, Kelsey Garner, Liz Cordova, Chris Russell

	Agenda Item
	Welcome							John Ashton
Approval of Minutes

	Notes
	John welcomes the group.

David Roth adds that the August meeting minutes need to me amended to add that it was David Jordan who moved to approve the courtroom observation motion last time.   

Motion:  Nate moves to approve the minutes. 



	

	Agenda Item:
	Commissioner Recognition                                         John Ashton

	Notes:
	Di has been with the commission since 2013 and received a commemorative award.


	

	Agenda Item:
	Announcements                                                            Jennifer Yim

	Notes:
	Outreach to judiciary: Jennifer made the rounds this summer to judiciary meetings.  She felt it was important to introduce herself to them as well as various commission members.  

Jennifer went to the Judicial Council and the Board of Justice Court Judges this summer with Ann Marie. Gil accompanied Jennifer to the Board of District Court Judges’ meeting, and Di went to the Board of Juvenile Court Judges.  They all felt they were warmly received and communicated well with these groups.

Outreach to bar: Nate went with Jennifer to the Utah State Bar commissioners’ meeting. They discussed the attorney survey response issue. Some initial answers varied from “we don’t answer our emails” to “I don’t have time” to “I do the best and the worst, but don’t have time to fill out 9”. Nate believes the bar commission would like to work with us again in the future on this issue.  

Judges receiving no midterm: Because of our cycle, judges sometimes don’t get midterms before they get their retention report. Jennifer spoke with Joanne and staff and the judges themselves, to see if we could provide something for the judges, to get them some feedback prior to the retention cycle. It is not “official” – it does not count as a midterm, but we will be getting them courtroom observations or other feedback to the extent that we are able.

Courtroom observation: Liz has been very busy increasing the amount of training we are providing to courtroom observers and she has advertised for a new round of recruits. There was an orientation last week with 6 people and she has since been contacted by several additional people. There will be a juvenile court training on September 29th in the morning. All commissioners are invited and encouraged to attend. The juvenile court administrator has been working with us to get this training and knows we might have a larger group.


	

	Agenda Item
	Mid-Level Justice Court Evaluation Analyst                   Jennifer Yim
                                                                                             Chris Russell

	Notes
	Jennifer introduced Chris Russell. After a very tough interviewing process full of great candidates, Chris started his new job with us the middle of August. He introduced himself and went over the ways he is coming up to speed on JPEC and our work. We all welcome Chris.

	

	Agenda Item
	Attorney Response Rate RFP				       Nate Alder

	
	Nate reports on the RFP process and that JPEC has chosen the winner of that process. Nick Hughes from state purchasing was present in the meeting.  He represented us during the RFP process. It has been decided that the provider (Lighthouse Research) is going to do 60 phone calls to attorneys to discuss the non-response issue. They will then present to us the results in a workable format.  September 19th will be the kick-off meeting with the contractor. This is where the process will be nailed down. All are welcome to join that meeting. The plan is to be done by the first week of November. This will allow us to establish a new contract with Market Decisions by January 1. The cost will be $6500.  

Motion:  Nate moves to approve this Statement of Work and move forward with this contract. Di seconds the motion which passes unanimously.

	

	Agenda Item
	Election Media discussion					Jennifer Yim

	Notes
	Jennifer has had great success working with Tim Brown. They have done proactive interviews with journalists to introduce them to Jennifer and JPEC’s process. During the election season this time, Kelsey will be doing the social media elements and we can send out press releases to the smaller papers. Shannon will do an op-ed for the Standard Examiner. Bob has drafted a piece for the Deseret News. Sonya is doing a piece for the Tribune. Nate will do an op-ed for the Spectrum.


	

	Agenda Item
	Rules Committee proposal 					John Ashton


	Notes
	[bookmark: _GoBack]There are two issues today. Both issues are from last month when the Rules Subcommittee proposed a rule about judicial discipline. Paul Tonks expressed concern that some of it might more properly be a statutory change. The Rules Subcommittee met again and propose two issues this month: a rule change and a statutory change. The rule change is to extend the time when JPEC can consider a Supreme Court-issued sanction on a judge from the June 30 end of an evaluation cycle to the date on which a vote is taken on the judge. 

The statutory change grants JPEC the right to reconsider its vote if a Supreme Court sanction of a judge occurs after our vote but before the voter information pamphlet is published. The commission discussed the merits of this proposal and the timing of when it should go before the Legislature. 

Motion:  Di moves to approve the rule change. Nate seconds the motion which passes unanimously.

Motion:  Bob moves to approve the statute change, to present the changed statute to the sponsor Lowry Snow, and ask him to advise us on the timing of the change.  Di seconded this motion which passed unanimously.


	

	Agenda Item
	Motion: Bob moves to adjourn. Shannon seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

	Notes:
	

	

	

	Next meeting:
	The next JPEC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. CCJJ Large Conference Room.
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