Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes    
Wednesday, August 3, 2016, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Park, 45 West 300 North
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, Gunnison City Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Thayne Carlisle, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill and Blane Jensen, Court Clerk Pam Barrus, Supervisor Matt Reber, Police Chief Trent Halliday and many citizens
Conducting:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Pool Manager Kevin Havey
Public Comment

The discussion turned directly to the G-Hill.
Discuss G-Hill Development

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to rescind any previous decision regarding the dust control on the G-Hill road and move forward with working and maintaining that road and to continue improving that road.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Kelly Fewkes voiced his disapprovement with his tax dollars paying for some of the improvements he has seen throughout the City.  Mayor Blackham stated the Council is always trying to balance the needs of the many versus the rights of the few, and this particular issue was a great example of that, and the needs of the few and the rights of the few needed to be heard.   He noted this discussion has gone on for the past couple of years, and he felt Supervisor Reber had a great idea to help control the dust.  Bart Hansen stated he lived next to the grocery store and had garbage blow onto his property nearly every day, and brought up the point of peoples' rights and the issue of having dust on the property.  Mayor Blackham stated the Council had just made a motion, passed it and authorized the improvement of the road.  A citizen complained why they needed the road anyway noting the vegetation has gone off the road and that's the reason the dust is there.  They stated the  water goes down by Blake Donaldson's house where there is no vegetation, and it is just a mess, and complained everyone that uses the road tears it up and tears all of the vegetation off the mountain. Another citizen questioned what kind of road it is and if this will have to be revisited again with more money spent on it in the future.  Councilmember Jensen explained the City only owned about 300 feet up the hill, and the rest was out of the City's control noting the rest was State owned.  Councilmember Carlisle reviewed the costs to do the discussed improvements noting it would not cost much.  Councilmember Jensen reported he doesn't see that much would need to be put into the annual maintenance either.  Councilmember Carlisle thanked everyone that has come out to voice their opinions to help the Council determine the best decisions to make regarding this.  
Councilmember Donaldson brought up the website he had viewed from South Dakota that Curtis Anderson had shown him that depicted a hill within a community that had been turned into nice walking and biking trails.  Curtis informed Councilmember Donaldson he thought that would be a good idea.
Discuss Improvement Projects for the Gunnison City Park

Mayor Blackham announced the Council would be discussing some City wide improvements which is why they wanted to hold the meeting at the City Park.  He stated Gunnison City didn't want to add any more debt to the City than it already had, and revealed one source of revenue that the Council could potentially use for improvements.  He explained the City had recently received $200,000 from the State Corrections and reviewed the history of the money received for the impact the prison has made to the City.  He noted this money was to improve the community in such a way as to enhance everyone's lives and corrections and 
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everything that happens here.  He stated this money could be put towards the water bond or towards 
some improvements.  
Mayor Blackham shared his vision and some thoughts he has regarding this.  He brought up the splash pad that has been discussed as well as a proposed amphitheatre.  Pool Manager Havey mentioned the splash pad could cost in the area of $60,000 with a cost of approximately $3,000-$5,000 annually for maintenance.  The amphitheatre was discussed more fully and the many opportunities this would give the community.  Mayor Blackham stated he would like to see another pavilion built in such a manner to elevate it just enough to give it a stage like effect.  He felt this would create a lot of shade and an area to provide pavilion opportunities as well as a good area to host weddings, concerts, plays, auctions, dance recitals, etc.  He would like to propose to the community that Gunnison City become the Shakespearean center of central Utah.  He would like to see this give the citizens the opportunity to something more than just softball or baseball and to promote the arts.  He mentioned this was already paid for if the money received from the State were used for this, and the citizens would  never know of the economic impact this could make on the community if they don't do it.  The different possible locations for this were reviewed throughout the park.  Mayor Blackham mentioned the improvements the School District was looking to work on out to the ball fields to enhance everyone's experience out there.  
Kelly Fewkes shared his experiences of living in other rural communities noting it was difficult to bring people in if they don't have somewhere to stay.  He mentioned the BMX park and the growth that has taken place there, and how some RV sites may be helpful for that.  A citizen commented how they would hate to see the BMX park go to waste and go to the wayside over the years like one of the neighboring cities.  The improvements at the ball fields were discussed.  Councilmember Carlisle noted the improvements that had also been made at the fairgrounds for the RC airport and noted the discussions that have taken place with the Council regarding future economic development for the City and what draws people to the valley.  One citizen expressed his desire to see a fishing pond developed in the City.  Mayor Blackham listed some promotional events the City could offer to those that come into the City and would like to see people watch and enjoy and be a part of the community.  Kirk Frandsen stated the City would need to sell this development to everyone and bring people to the City.  He noted the importance of marketing the resources available within such a beautiful valley.  
Terry Madsen would like to see some of the sidewalks on the secondary roads improved to make them passable so people don't trip while walking on them noting it would make it easier for people to get around.  He felt the City needed to pay some attention for something that everyone could use, and would like to see some of the money go there.  Mayor Blackham reviewed the great improvement the new water system has been to the City, and the projected growth for the next 20 years that had been figured into the project.  Kim Pickett mentioned how nice it would be to have a hotel, and would like to see the City plan for improvements that wouldn't cost too much over the year for operation and maintenance.  He recommended the splash pad be made part of the pool so people would go into the pool to get there so that it wasn't just another expense, but would become a plus to the pool and generate revenues.  He also wanted to be sure there was enough funding available to start and finish a project before getting ahead of itself on too many projects.  The citizens commented on those cities that have splash pads available to the public at no charge.  Mayor Blackham noted this will be part of the discussion down the road as it gets closer.  
Mark Lyons commented on the prison and the longevity that it provided for the community.  He also felt it made the community more vibrant and has watched it grow over the past 20 years.  He questioned what could be done to promote residential growth within the City.  He felt there wasn't much area available to build homes and questioned if there was a way to help farmers make land available for residential growth.  Mayor Blackham stated his view: if you are a fun, beautiful, attractive place that the residents enjoy and love, you will always improve.  The difference in development costs between Gunnison and Centerfield were discussed.  Kim Pickett mentioned that the Casino Star already brings in a lot of arts programs and does quite a bit already in the pursuit of the arts within the City, and maybe this could be pushed more by the City.  Mayor Blackham pointed out the big, empty lot on Main Street that will soon be marketed in hopes that someone, somewhere down the road will create some activity there as far as growth and development within the City.  
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Erin Fewkes expressed her concern about the available water and if it had been planned out for future growth.  Mayor Blackham explained the engineers for the water project had projected a 2% growth rate per year for the next 20 years when planning the new wells and planned enough to still have ample capacity to cover the growth, however the irrigation water is what it is and the discussion turned to growth within the city and having enough irrigation water for future growth.  Mayor Blackham explained that if anyone develops within Gunnison City they have to bring in water shares as part of that development bringing more water into the system, but in a dry year it is what it is.  Councilmember Andersen explained the Peacock Springs is now supplying the irrigation water for the City, and everyone should have received a notice taped to their door today stating the watering restrictions that have been put into place.  The discussion turned to the water shares and how they are privately owned and can be rented or sold.  Mayor Blackham summarized the discussion that was just held.  
A citizen commented on  the Richfield Amphitheatre and the activities he has seen take place there.  Mayor Blackham  summarized the conversation he  recently had with one of the Richfield City Administration and the positive feedback he received regarding their stage in Richfield.  Councilmember Hill stated that as of today, there was nothing set in stone and welcomed the citizens' comments and ideas for future development.  Councilmember Jensen explained the meetings are posted and asked the citizens to watch for the agendas, and to be involved with the process.
Proposed Approval to Award Bid for Extension of Sewer Lines ~ Councilmember Andersen

Councilmember Andersen presented the bids received for specific sewer line extensions to help with the future development within the City noting the sewer impact fee fund would be used to fund these extensions.  The locations were discussed as well:  100 No. on 400 West to Center, 165 E. to 300 No. and 100 South- 235 East to 300 East.    

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the low bid from Johansen Construction for $34,636.80.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.
Review Storm Drainage Problem Areas ~ Councilmember Hill

Councilmember Hill wanted to discuss some of the problem drainage areas he had noticed after the last rain storm the City had.  The first area was the corner of 200 No. 200 West by Wade Anderson's house noting the water fills up on the north side of the road, and would like to see what the City could do to help get this area cleaned up.  It was noted this area was included in the storm drainage project that is currently in progress.  Councilmember Andersen explained there were six waterways created down that whole street to keep it on the west side of the road.  He noted this was a 75/25 grant, and would need a lot of help from the citizens to make the money from the grant go as far as it possibly can.  
Discuss Marketing and Development of Property at Approximately 155 South Main ~ Councilmember Hill

Mayor Blackham explained he had reviewed this with the City Attorney, Mandy Larsen, and had discussed the different options available.  She had informed the Mayor it was up to the Council  how they would like to market this and advertise it.  Mayor Blackham recommended the City put an advertisement in the newspaper first of all and listed the stipulations that had been discussed on this.  Brent Jensen gave his recommendations for marketing and advertisement of the property.  Discussion ensued regarding the proposed posting of the property for sale.  Lori Nay stated the importance of putting something into play as this is a development issue that the City has put into place.  She gave an example of another City that dealt with about the same situation and how they had the property revert back to the City if the plan hadn't moved forward within the year.  She felt 90 days was a short amount of time to get a business plan put together and saw the importance of dealing with someone reputable.  She felt these stipulations needed to be put into place.  Councilmember Jensen recommended the Council go back to Attorney Larsen to have her draft  up something the City can live with before making that decision.  The possible stipulations and development were discussed further.  Mayor Blackham will talk with Attorney Larsen again and come back 
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in two weeks with her suggestions.  Councilmember Hill noted the ultimate goal is to generate economic development and revenue for the City.   
 Proposed Approval to Donate to Sanpete County Firemen's Challenge

Councilmember  Jensen made the motion to approve $100 donation to the Sanpete County Firemen's Challenge.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote. 
8:15 p.m. Adjourn
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Pam Barrus, Court Clerk
___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
