
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
AUGUST 17, 2016 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, August 17, 2016, in the City Council Room.  Mayor Squire called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  


OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Wheeler offered the invocation.  Councilmember Scott led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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ROLL CALL	

MEMBERS PRESENT			    Richard Squire, Mayor   		
Tyler Alder 
John Scott
Alma Lund 
Richard Wheeler
	
MEMBERS EXCUSED
		Margie Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem	    
	




	
	
	
	STAFF PRESENT 
Brant Hanson, City Manager
Marcus Gilson, City Attorney
Bryan Kimball, Community Dev.
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Cory Daniels, Power Director
		Phil Murray, Rec Director
	
		
PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment presented.


I.	PRESENTATIONS

No presentations scheduled.


II.	  MOTION AGENDA

A.	 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of August 16, 2016.   Councilmember Lund declared a conflict of interest as a payment was made to his brother for a water agreement.

Councilmember Scott moved to approve the August 16, 2016 Warrant Register as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

B.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Council reviewed the minutes of the June 15, 2016 and July 20, 2016 City Council Work Meetings.

The Council reviewed the minutes of the June 15, 2016 and July 20, 2016 Regular City Council Meetings.

Councilmember Lund moved to approve the June 15, 2016 and the July 20, 2016 Council Work Meetings and Regular City Council Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

C.	APPROVAL OF STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1.	TWO-LOT SPLIT:  LIZ STILSON

Liz Stilson has requested a lot split at approximately 445 N. 200 W.  She is hoping to split off a single lot of 1/3 acre for a home.  The planning commission heard this yesterday and recommend approval.  Current ordinance requires improvements.  The existing lot still has over 3 acres on it and will not be required to do revisions.  Approval would be on condition of improving the frontage with the escrow to accompany those improvements.  The vote in Planning Commission was unanimous.  This is the only house on that side of the street with improvements.  They have asked to delay those improvements with money in escrow for that.  Planning Commission approved it on that basis.

Councilmember Alder moved to approve a two-lot split at approximately 445 N. 200 W. as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scott.  A roll call vote was called:  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Scott, Lund, Wheeler, and Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.



III.  RESOLUTION AGENDA

A. RESOLUTION ECR 16-10: AMENDMENT OF GENERAL PLAN

A request was received from Abraham Hundepool to change the zoning from industrial to C2 at a meeting with the Planning Commission two weeks ago.  Bryan showed the Council a map showing the industrial zone with the adjacent residential zone.  

Over the years zoning has changed from industrial to residential and back to industrial.  The result is the existing two homes in this area were not included in the last rezone.  This creates a difficulty for them to get financing for their homes, whether buying or selling.  Planning Commission feels that perhaps the best scenario is a buffer zone between the industrial and residential.  C2 allows both commercial and residential uses.  Because other homes have tried to secure changes, 5 homes are potentially affected by the industrial zone.  Two existing businesses, Lamar Barton and Maple Leaf, both expressed disagreement with the potential zone change.  They do not want to see the zone change based on potential impact to their industrial businesses.  The fear expressed at a public meeting is that it opens the door for future complaints for those existing businesses.  Planning Commission voted unanimously to deny application for rezone.  It was agreed it makes no sense to include those five homes.  If anything changes, it should be limited to the two homes on the edge of the industrial zone.  

Councilmember Alder declared a conflict of interest.

Mr. Hundepool commented his original request only included his property in the zone change.  His application grew from two particular properties to the whole strip along 300 S.  He said his original application was never considered by the Planning Commission.  They only talked about the whole strip, which he did not ask for.  He would like the Council to put the whole thing back to the Planning Commission and only consider his property as originally applied for.

Bryan agreed they reached out to the other property owners to see if they would be interested in a zone change.  After hearing from the property owners as to who was interested and those not, they ultimately voted against any changes at all.  

Steve Herbert commented there have been three meetings and the majority of those did not have a quorum present.  They understood the zoning before purchasing their property and he feels it should not be changed.  He feels the change would not make any difference to the businesses against it.  “We want to add a mother-in-law apartment and cannot do so with the zoning as it is.”  He says the Supreme Court has said zoning should not make a resident unable to enjoy the property as they see fit.  He feels the comments made at the meeting sets a precedence for the future.  Recommendations are to update the Master Plan regularly for just such occurrences.  

Councilmember Wheeler asked what the vote would change.  Bryan explained it would change the existing two homes to C2 Commercial.  If the Council chooses to approve the zone change, it requires a change to the general plan map.  Both the existing zoning map and future general plan map show this as industrial.  If a change is made to C2 Commercial or residential, it doesn’t comply with master plan.  The resolution as presented just changes the two lots originally applied for.  

Other property owners were contacted and there were substantial conversations regarding a change.  There was not enough interest from the other property owners.  Mayor Squire feels the Council should be very intentional and deliberate with this to avoid situations in the future similar to that currently at the airport.  

Another resident commented the long term threat is that in the future it allows surrounding properties to be used for residential purposes and houses can pop up around him.  There is a history of residential interest encroaching into industrial interests, effectively shutting them down.  He is against any change at all.  He recently invested in industrial properties with the assumption the industrial zone would protect their interests.  He feels those ought to be honored and protected.  In addition, he feels there is a moral obligation to honor the zoning that existed when they purchased that property.  He also added another 6 acres a week ago.  He does not presume to request those be changed because he knew what they were when he purchased them.  He continued that he feels spot zoning compromises the integrity of the zoning system.  

Mayor Squire commented that existing businesses located in a residential area get complaints regarding dust connected with running their business.  We have an obligation to our citizens which includes business owners.  He encouraged the Council to decide what is best for Ephraim City.  

Brant Hanson commented with Councilmember Anderson absent and Councilmember Alder declaring a conflict, the remaining three Councilmembers would have to vote in the affirmative for the change to take effect.

Councilmember Scott moved to deny approval of ECR 16-10 changing the zoning for the two homes as applied for, and to keep the zoning as it is.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  The motion was passed unanimously, 3-0.  

Mayor Squire commented the motion makes item 4 on the agenda null.

    
IV.  ORDINANCE AGENDA

A.	ORDINANCE ECO 16-03:  AMENDMENT OF THE LAND USE MAP  

No discussion commenced as the previous motion was denied.


  V.   APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS

     Tyler Alder
Recreation Department – Baseball and softball are over.  Soccer is starting.  The softball and baseball tournaments were deemed successful.  

    Richard Wheeler
Senior Board – There has been leaking in the bathroom and parts have been ordered to repair that to save the brand new floor they just put in.  

    Alma Lund
Fire Department – Kerry has taken a truck for repair in Beaver.  

    John Scott
Planning and Zoning – There has been contact with the owner of the vacant hotel on Main Street.  He has expressed a serious intent to clean up the property and board it up.  Brant and Bryan will be meeting with him in the near future and hopefully planning a partnership with future development of that property.  At a minimum he will clean up the property and board it up.  The concern with boarding it up is that it is still an eyesore, but it does improve the safety issue.  

Airport Board – The airport is being used significantly with the wildfires in the area.  We were worried about being able to sell our fuel, but they called and said they wanted to land helicopters at the airport and wanted to use the jet fuel.  They came in and there was none because another firefighting entity had come in and used it.  Tomorrow the tank will be refilled and they will start using our airport.    

The redo of the surface of the apron is going to go out to bid this month and we hope to start work by March.  The Board will also look at where to build more hangars.  Changes are always coming up and a future plan is being prepared.


VI.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS

     Bryan Kimball, Community Development Director
Housing – he has received questions asking about the apartments on 400 East.  The original owner has passed it on to his kids.  He met with the architect last week and determined there are ADA issues in the bathrooms and are now looking at the building footprint size.  They are also reviewing options regarding the number of units.  Hopefully they will be online by next fall. 

Props to Public Works – Bryan has received numerous comments from residents and non-residents alike that our flower boxes look amazing.  There has been lots of positive feedback regarding the amphitheater grand opening as well.

Cory Daniels, Power Director
Outages – there was a power outage a week ago.  A storm blew a pole over causing an outage south of the airport.  The pole was replaced and there were 10-12 residences all out at the same time.  

LED Lights – We did an LED retrofit at Danish Fields.  The total cost was approximately $4,800 for all 12.  It costs about $210 a month for those lights to be lit for 8 hours.  LED will reduce that cost to $80 for the same amount of time and they will last a lot longer.  

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Roads – we just finished up the chip sealing.  We changed a few things on the map trying to stretch it out as far as possible.  

Water - The water situation is not looking good.  There are concerns with the students coming back.  Hopefully some cooler weather will help.  The tunnel is also a concern as it will be shut down for a while during construction.  The flow meter says water levels are up from where we were last year, but with the drought it is tough.  We are still hoping not to restrict water usage.  The splash pad has been shut down early.  City watering has been cut back.  

Growth – We have a new house going in on the Canyon road that will have a new feeder line large enough to take us far into the future.

Ron Rasmussen, Chief of Police
Crossing Guard – We had three volunteer crossing guards quit.  Brant said we are meeting with the principle to see how we can find volunteers and determine the critical areas.  

Cleanup – we have had a few requests sent to the City to see more aggressive cleanup in the City.  As before, he says they can be more aggressive, but that would bring more conflict to the City Council.  He would like input as to guidelines on how aggressive the Council would like them to be.

Vehicles are not being used.  We have an ordinance allowing us to deal with that.  Councilmember Scott feels we should enforce our codes and Main Street should be the priority.  Brant says we can make this an agenda item for further discussion, but direction cannot be given at this meeting as it is not on the agenda.

Snow students are coming back to town – Talked about a few things in the department and hopefully we have everything covered.  

Phil Murray, Recreation Director
Softball - Ran two softball tournaments in July with 25 teams participating on two different weekends.  There were some delays with the weather.  

Soccer - With the college back in session, we can no longer use the college fields.  We don’t know where all the games will be played yet.  Some games will be played on the fields by the new elementary school and in the Canyon View Park.  88 kids have signed up to play soccer, making 11 teams.  

Basketball - There are not enough baskets to practice basketball.  Snow College games are three days a week, substantially minimizing practices.  We still don’t know where games will be held on Saturdays.  It was suggested he check with the LDS Church to see if any of their courts could be used.  It was also suggested games be played during the week.  


VII. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS (CITY MANAGER)

Amphitheater -   The amphitheater grand opening did not boast a huge turnout, but we will continue to practice.  We discovered some things with the student band regarding the fact that sound was bouncing off of buildings and the park restrooms.  Now we know what we need to do to minimize that.  We are talking about forming a special events committee to oversee ideas and get residents involved in what we would like to see here.  We will also be talking with the college to see what their concerns are regarding that space.

VIII. CLOSED SESSION FOR PENDING LITIGATION

 Councilmember Scott moved the council move into a closed session.  The motion was seconded by councilmember Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Alder moved the council reopen the open meeting.  The motion was seconded by councilmember Lund.  The motion was unanimous.  The motion carried.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Scott moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn at 7:43 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on September 7, 2016, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.

MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Mayor									Date



ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
City Recorder								Date
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