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Date:   June 23, 2016
4:30 p.m.  -  General Session
Attending:   

Jared Allebest, Voting Member
Dr. Chris Bischke (Chair), Voting Member
Chris Edwards, Voting Member
Dr. Richard Gurgel, Voting Member
Vickie Hathaway, Voting Member 
Melanie Hooten, Voting Member
Stephanie Morgan, Non-Voting Member
Dr. Sandy Ruconich, Voting Member 

Also Attending: 

Joel Coleman, Superintendent
Tamara Flint, Executive Assistant 

Interpreters:
	Michelle Draper
	Andrea Rathbun

Administrative Staff Present: 
Kate Borg, Blind Education Director
Karen Borg, Blind PIP Director 
Cindy Boring, Related Services Coordinator
Letty Debenham, USDB Finance Director
		Michelle Tanner, Associate Superintendent USD
		
Also attending:

Pam Christensen, USDBEA
Karl Smith
Neal Spencer
Ali Hathaway
Gina Coleman, USD Parent
	
1.	Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance

Dr. Bischke welcomed everyone in attendance. Superintendent Coleman led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

2.	Public Comments

	No public comments.

ACTION ITEMS

3.	Consent Calendar

Ms. Hathaway moved to accept the Advisory Council minutes of May 26, 2016, the Vacancy Report for May FY 16 and the Donated Accounts Summary for May FY 16.  Dr. Ruconich seconded.  Motion carried.  

4.	FY 17 Enrichment Review and Approval

Ms. Debenham informed Council members that the Enrichment subcommittee has reviewed and approved the FY 17 Enrichment request.  

Questions and concerns from Council members regarding the FY 17 Enrichment request included:

BrailleNoteTouch Devices

Dr. Bischke requested additional information on the BrailleNote Touch devices. USDB is planning to purchase 16 BrailleNote Touch devices that will total around $50,620 after incentives and rebates.

Dr. Ruconich has ordered a BrailleNote Touch device and understands that there is always new technology coming out.  She wonders if it makes sense to wait a year or so until potential bugs are worked out.  Ms. Tanner expressed that USDB wants our students to have access to cutting-edge technology.  Also, if we waited to purchase the braille touch devices at a later date, we would miss out on the incentives and trade-ins.

Dr. Bischke wanted to know why we were ordering 18-cell braille touch devices rather than 32-cell.  Karl Smith noted that it is about the cost. Superintendent Coleman noted that we gathered information from our Directors regarding this request and Superintendency feels that it is a very good use of enrichment funds.  The requested funding for Braille Touch devices is $50,620.

Genote Music Health

Dr. Bischke informed Council members that Carolyn will report on Genote during the August 25, 2016 meeting.  No money was allocated for Genote.

Blind STEP Trip

Dr. Bischke requested additional information on the blind STEP class trip.  Ms. Tanner noted that this trip will be an end-of-the-year trip for all STEP students.  All STEP students will be involved in all aspects of planning and making travel arrangements.  The destination is unknown at this time. The requested funding for the blind STEP trip is $5,000.

Vocational Workshop

Dr. Ruconich requested additional information on the vocational workshop. Ms. Tanner noted that we have cleaned out the workshop located at the Ogden campus and have made room for areas to teach ceramics, printing and various other vocational skills.  The requested funding for the vocational workshop is $45,000.

Student Outdoor Education Center

Dr. Ruconich has concerns about the student outdoor education center.  Superintendent Coleman stated that for years prior Superintendents have had a desire to create a camp where both students and their families could come together.  We are currently looking into purchasing some land near the Monte Cristo area that is both suitable and affordable.  The requested funding for the student outdoor education center is $850,000. 

Dr. Ruconich moved to approve the FY 2017 Enrichment fund request.  Dr. Bischke seconded.  Motion carried.



5.	Approval of Chair and Parliamentarian positions

Dr. Bischke noted that the Advisory Council Chair and Vice-chair positions must be approved by Council members on an annual basis.  Dr. Bischke is willing to serve as Chair for an additional year, but inquired if any Council members were interested in serving as Chair.  No one on the Council volunteered.  Dr. Ruconich is willing to serve as Vice-Chair for an additional year.  Mr. Allebest is also willing to serve as Vice-Chair.

Council members voted for the Chair position.  The vote was unanimous for Dr. Chris Bischke to serve as Chair.  Dr. Gurgel moved to accept Dr. Bischke as Chair of the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind Advisory Council.  Dr. Ruconich seconded.  Motion carried.

The Council then voted on the Vice-chair position. The vote was 6 to 1 in favor of Dr. Ruconich.  

All Council members supported Dr. Ruconich serving as parliamentarian for an additional one-year term.

INFORMATION ITEMS

6.	Budget

Ms. Debenham reviewed the Advisory Council Board Report as of May FY 16.  She informed Council members that this is the same report that is provided to Utah State Board of Education members each month. The report is divided into five areas that include:

· FY2016 Estimated Revenue;
· Fy2016 Monthly Expenditures;
· 2015-2016 Number of Students Served;
· FY 2016 Land Grant/Enrichment Funds;
· FY2016 Donated Funds.

Ms. Debenham notified the Council that USDB is operationally capable as of May 31, 2016.  All areas covered in the Board Report are operationally capable.  Year to date expenditures as of May 31, 2016 are $27,600,175.  All areas covered in the Board Report are operationally capable, with a remaining budget balance of $7,363,141.  Ms. Debenham asked the Council if there were any questions or concerns regarding the Board Report.  There were no questions from Council members.

Ms. Debenham reviewed the status of enrichment funds.  We have spent approximately $325,140.28, about 19% of our annual $1,747,893.01 enrichment budget.  

7.	Superintendent Items
· Hiring and Recruiting
· USDB is looking great this year, with only two openings in the deaf school and two openings in the blind school.  We feel really positive that we will be able to fill these remaining positions by the end of the summer.  
· Superintendent Coleman also noted that we recently appointed Kate Borg to replace Gloria Hearn as the Blind Educational Classroom Director.
· Ms. Tanner has recently hired Dan Mathis as our ASL Specialist at JMS.  We have also hired Ellen Hannah as our Assistant Principal at JMS.  Ms. Hannah was a teacher at JMS and we will work on replacing her.

· Update on SLC Campus
· The new Salt Lake City building should be completed by August 10, 2016.  There have been minor speed bumps during the building and construction process, but nothing you wouldn’t expect with new construction.  If everything goes as planned, USDB will have a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Tuesday, September 6, 2016.  All Advisory Council members will receive an invitation once the details are worked out.
8.	Future Agenda Items
· No Advisory Council meeting in July.  Our next meeting will be August 25, 2016.  
· Genote presentation
9.	Other 
Dr. Bischke wanted to remind all Council members that although Mr. Mathis and Ms. Lloyd could not join us today, it would have been their last meeting as members of the USDB Advisory Council.  We have a plaque for each of them that Tamara Flint will be mailing to them.

Dr. Bischke reminded Council members that we will not have a board retreat this year. Instead, Council members will be invited to join the State Board of Education/USDB annual meeting.  Superintendent Coleman will get back to Council members once a date and time for this meeting has been confirmed. 

10.	Executive Session

Dr. Bischke notified Council members that we no longer have a need to move into executive session.

Dr. Bischke adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:20 p.m.
 


	
	


	Tamara A. Flint, Executive Assistant
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