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ARTS & CULTURE BUSINESS ALLIANCE
MINUTES FOR AUGUST 18, 2016

2:00 PM – 3:30 PM

LOCATION: KLETTING ROOM
EAST SENATE BUILDING, FIRST FLOOR (LEVEL 1)




In Attendance
Kelly Stowell
James Huntsman
Gay Cookson

David Wicai
Kirsten Darrington
Jason Bowcutt
Laurel Cannon Alder
Ken Verdoia
Sara Adelman
Mike O’Malley

Not in Attendance
Marcia Price
Lt. Governor Spencer Cox
Rick Horne
Craig Jessop

















1) Welcome – Gay Cookson
Meeting opened at 2:22 PM and began with introductions of everyone in attendance. Brian then introduced Val Hale and expressed his gratitude for being in attendance. Val is a definite believer in the arts and their tie to economic development and he is glad to have a partnership with the Department of Heritage & Arts.

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 9th – Gay Cookson
Action Item 
Minutes will be approved at our next meeting since 3 of the 7 members were present.

3) Grant Projects Update – Laurel Cannon Alder
[bookmark: _GoBack]Laurel Cannon Alder gave an update on the funds that were awarded to the organizations back in May 2016. The facilitation and allocation of funds went well and all organizations that were involved are very grateful for the funding and we are certain it will make a significant impact on those communities. 

4) Keynote Speaker: Val Hale, Executive Director 
                              Utah Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED)
Val spoke to the overall value of the arts in the state of Utah. He gave examples of various communities in the state that would not be where they are today without some of the cultural organizations in their communities.

He also stated that the reason Utah is one of the nation’s leaders for arts and business is because of collaboration. Utah is such a collaborative state and it is one of the things that set our state apart. 
Val also stated that one of the most significant economic drivers for the state is tourism, and one of the first things people do when they visit our state is engage with our arts and cultural activities. Museums can tell the history and the stories of the state, which is very important for people visiting Utah. 

One national study showed that businesses in Utah can attract two times the talented workforce compared to other cities because we have 3 major arts organizations. 

Our committee might have an opportunity to put together a arts and culture experience for business prospecting in Utah or moving employees to Utah. We can work with GOED on a project like this in addition to providing them with data and number related to arts experiences. 

Val Hale left.

The committee then discussed ways in which they can be a driver to help put together the next steps for showing arts economic development throughout the state. The group agrees that the state can be doing more to promote the arts and culture in the state to impact tourism.

Our department needs to be a significant resource for promoting the state of Utah to new businesses and tourists. 

James Huntsman asked as a follow up to Val’s presentation what the committee should be tasked with moving forward. Gay Cookson stated that the committee was formed to help bridge the gap between arts, business, and economic development. This committee needs to have a more significant purpose if there is not money to grant in the coming year to organizations. That purpose could be to help us work with organizations like GOED.


5) Proposed Meeting Schedule – Gay Cookson 
· Wednesday, November 9, 2016
· Wednesday, February 8, 2017
· Wednesday, May 10, 2017
SEND A DOODLE POLL OF POTENTIAL MEETING DATES FOR THE ALLIANCE SINCE NOT ALL DATES WORK AS OF RIGHT NOW.

6) Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 3:18 PM
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