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Minutes of the Meeting of the Utah Committee of Consumer Services 
Tuesday, August 16, 2015, 9:00 a.m.

Committee Members in Attendance:
Kelly Casaday				Laura Cuomo				Scott Howell
Craig Laub				Kirsten Peterson			Ingo Henningsen
			
Staff in Attendance:
Michele Beck	
Gavin Mangelson
	
Members of the Public in Attendance:
Kelly Mendenhall, Questar Gas Company	
Danny Harris, AARP
				
1. Welcome & Business 

Kelly Casaday, chair, welcomed the Committee members and public and started the meeting.  Since a quorum was not present at the last meeting, the minutes from May were addressed.  Kirsten Peterson made a motion to approve the draft May 10, 2016 minutes.  Laura Cuomo seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Michele Beck described that at the June meeting, absent a quorum, those present discussed case updates and went through the general rate case primer presentation.  She indicated that staff would post and distribute that presentation.

2. Case Updates 

Michele Beck provided a brief update of the case updates discussed at the last meeting including the orders approving settlement in both the MSP case and Rocky Mountain Power’s transfer of assets to Navajo Tribal Utility Authority, Carbon/Emery’s appeal of their recent UUSF case, and the schedule set in the docket reviewing Rocky Mountain Power’s EBA. Ms. Beck also provided new case updates for this meeting including: Commission order in the Thayn Hydro case, DPU report in the EBA annual true up case, settlement in the Dominion/Questar merger case and the Schedule 34 Renewable Energy Tariff, and updates regarding the Questar general rate case and the Facebook special contract with Rocky Mountain Power. She also described work regarding upcoming filings for Rocky Mountain Power’s STEP initiative, additional special contracts, PSC rule changes, and the exploration of an expanded regional ISO.


3. Dominion/Questar Merger Case
Michele Beck informed the Committee that the parties in the Dominion/Questar merger case had reached settlement and gave them an overview of the terms.  She further explained that as part of these terms, Questar had withdrawn its petition for a general rate case filing.
4. Expanded ISO Issues

Michele Beck provided an update regarding the timeline and analysis associated with the different aspects of the evaluation of a regional ISO including: a legislative hearing in Utah, the California-led governance process, three CAISO-led stakeholder processes, coordination among western consumer advocates.  Of particular importance is the announcement that California will not be pursuing additional legislation this year.  She also gave an overview of the policy and technical work being undertaken by the Office with respect to these efforts.

5.  Policy Objectives

The Committee discussed the existing policy objectives and the extent to which the policy objectives that were first approved  between October 2009 and March 2013 continued to represent the appropriate objectives for the work of the office.  The Committee concluded that the majority of the policy objectives remained relevant and that officially affirming them would signal that the policy objectives are not out of date.

Ingo Henningsen made a motion to do the following:
· Add numbers and titles (as proposed in the draft) to facilitate easier reference to existing policy objectives,
· Edit the policy objective now referenced as 5: Pursue Cost Beneficial Policy Changes to include the words “appropriately considering risk,” and
· Officially affirm the first ten policy objectives as of 8/16/16 as continuing to represent policy objectives endorsed by the Committee of Consumer Services.
Laura Cuomo seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Michele Beck agreed to update the Policy Objectives document accordingly and distribute to the Committee members as well as posting to the Office’s website.

The Committee further discussed that they would not affirm policy objective eleven regarding the Utah Universal Service Fund at this time.  Rather, they preferred to further discuss the issues and consider whether an update to the policy objective is warranted.

Kelly Casaday proposed that the Committee add an agenda item regarding policy objectives to all future meetings to facilitate discussions regarding whether any emerging issues warranted changes or additions to the existing policy objectives.  Michele Beck agreed to implement that suggestion.

6. Other Business and Adjourn

The Committee did not find it necessary to go into the closed session that was noticed.  The Committee further discussed some issues regarding telecom universal service and factors to be considered in updating related policy objectives.  The Committee also discussed recent press articles regarding solar power.  The Committee concluded by discussing the timeline for upcoming meetings.  Michele Beck agreed to send out two doodle polls to schedule two additional meetings before the end of the year.  Kirsten Peterson made a motion to adjourn, which passed unanimously.
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