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Minutes of the Meeting of the Utah Committee of Consumer Services 
Tuesday, May 10, 2015, 9:00 a.m.

Committee Members in Attendance:
Kelly Casaday				Laura Cuomo				Scott Howell
Craig Laub				Kirsten Peterson
			
Staff in Attendance:
Michele Beck	
Gavin Mangelson
Bela Vastag
	
Members of the Public in Attendance:
Kelly Mendenhall, Questar Gas Company	
Danny Harris, AARP
Michael Shea, HEAL Utah
Sterling Brown, Utah Farm Bureau
				

1. Welcome & Business 

Kelly Casaday, chair, welcomed the Committee members and public and started the meeting prior to the existence of a quorum. The Committee discussed that the agenda was lengthy and agreed to move agenda item #3 to the end of the meeting.

2. Case Updates 

Michele Beck provided an update of recent cases including Thayn Hydro, Rocky Mountain Power’s transfer of assets to Navajo Tribal Utility Authority, the Carbon/Emery Request for additional UUSF, MSP, and the Rocky Mountain Power EBA.  She also described work in the ongoing Dominion/Questar merger case and gave an update regarding preparations for anticipated upcoming general rate cases.

3. Minutes

During the case updates, the Committee reached quorum.  Craig Laub made a motion to approve the draft minutes.  Scott Howell seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

3. Overview: PacifiCorp Initiative to Explore Participation in an Expanded ISO

Michele Beck provided an overview to PacifiCorp’s initiative to explore participation in an expanded Independent System Operator (ISO.)  This included background information, a description of the functions of the California ISO, the potential benefits of joining an ISO as well as the concerns regarding joining an ISO.  In addition, Ms. Beck described the ongoing stakeholder analysis, additional analysis that will be necessary for a complete evaluation and the Office’s approach to the issue.  The Committee had an initial discussion on the issues and indicated an interest in continuing to follow the issue closely and perhaps weigh in with specific direction in the future.

4.  Closed Session

Scott Howell made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to Utah Code Section 52-4-205 (1)(c) for the purpose of a strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  Laura Cuomo seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The Committee was in closed session for approximately fifteen minutes and discussed litigation strategy for the following cases:
· Docket 16-999-01(2): In the Matter of PacifiCorp’s Investigation Into Joining CAISO as a Participating Transmission Owner
· Docket 16-057-01: In the Matter of the Joint Notice and Application of Questar Gas Company and Dominion Resources, Inc. of Proposed Merger of Questar Corporation and Dominion Resources, Inc.
· Docket 15-2303-01: In the Matter of Carbon/Emery Telcom, Inc.'s Application for an Increase in Utah Universal Service Fund Support 

Scott Howell made a motion to go back into open session.  Craig Laub seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  The Committee took no actions during the closed session.

5. Other Business and Adjourn

The Committee discussed a desire to hold more frequent meetings to continue the momentum of the discussion on a few of the ongoing issues.  Michele Beck agreed to send out a doodle poll to determine when meetings could be scheduled and achieve a quorum.  Kirsten Peterson made a motion to adjourn and the vote was unanimous.
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