Emery County Public Lands Meeting

June 7, 2016
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Mark H. Williams, Kim McFarlane, 
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Wayne Ludington, Warren Oviatt, Paula Wellnitz, Ahmed Mohsen, Jonathan Hunt, Kelsey Berg, Val Payne, Brandon Paine, Randy Fox, Justin Hart, Casey Hares, Tami Conner, Roger Barton, Nyk Farrer, Scott Wheeler, Jeff Durrant, Wade Garrett, Garrick Hall, Tom Lloyd, Jordan Leonard, Keith Brady
Excused:  Laren Huntsman, Bruce Wilson
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.
2.  Approval of Minutes: Motion by JR to approve the minutes with the amendment of changing land owners to cattle permitees in the Manti La Sal section in the minutes from May.  Mark seconds the motion.
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod talked about taking a field trip to Wildcat Knolles in July instead of having our regularly scheduled meeting. Rod also talked about Roger Brooks and the work he has done recently with the County concerning Tourism. One of the biggest things he pointed out that our County needs to improve is signage. His whole report is now on YouTube as Emery County Tourism Assessment if anyone is interested in viewing it. 
4.  Commission Report on PLI: 
5. Consideration and Nomination of PLC Member to Trail’s Committee: Jon Gilbert resigned from the Trail’s Committee so there is now an opening for a PLC member to join the Trail’s Committee. Mark H. Williams volunteered to be the Public Lands representative for the Trail’s Committee since he already attends their monthly meetings which are held before the Public Lands Meeting. 
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Ahmed Mohsen reported that they will be having scoping meetings concerning the Master Leasing Plan for the San Rafael. There will be a meeting at the John Wesley Powell Museum in Green River on the 15th at 6 p.m. and on the 16th at 6 p.m. there will be a meeting at the San Rafael Museum. They met with Rob Sweeten about the Old Spanish Trail, and they are asking for help from the Public Lands Council on managing the trail. An intern will be helping with a lot of the leg work on this project, and Jaydon Mead will be the lead on this project. The burro gather was completed without incident. Memorial weekend was the busiest weekend they have on record to date. There has been a steady increase in visitation, but Memorial weekend saw a huge spike in visitation. There have been no formal proposals concerning the Blue Castle area. There have been a few issues with wild horses at the Tavaputs. The BLM signed an MOU with the Commissioners and State Parks concerning the management of Goblin Valley. They are now going through a contractor to do the required NEPA.
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): No Representative.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  No Representative.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Justin Hart reported that they are going to be treating the Ferron Creek Drainage area, Cove Creek, and Big Bear this Fall. After these areas have been treated they will release fish back into the waters. Casey Hares is the new Invasive Aquatic Species Specialist. There have been several concerns about the large house boats having mussels encrusted on them and the boats possibly traveling across state lines. 60% of the boats who visited Lake Powell last year didn’t visit again. They have almost tripled the decontaminations this year from what they were last year. Local boater bypass stickers are new this year for the Wahweep and Page areas. This allows local boaters to bypass the rigorous inspections since they don’t plan to boat anywhere else other than Lake Powell. They have been increasing their efforts with the media on the importance of cleaning, draining, and drying your boat. Velager sampling has begun in our area to test our reservoirs for mussels. They will be sampling Joe’s Valley, Huntington Reservoir, and Electric Lake every two weeks. They have had no mussels come in on boats this year, and they have been decontaminating more. Joe’s Valley’s west boat ramp is closed to help with inspections and the cost of having someone there. They don’t want to run the risk of having an unmonitored ramp where someone could skip inspection and introduce mussels to the reservoir. 
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): No Representative.
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Darren Olsen reported that firewood and pole permits went on sale June1st. There will be a scoping meeting about the controlled burn of Trail Mountain Fuels project. They are going to have hosts at the Stewart Guard Station in the Seeley area. There was a mudslide on the road traveling from Orangeville to Ephraim. There will be no passing until it dries out enough to move the debris. That area also still has a lot of snow that is still melting off. Tammy Connor, the Forest Plan lead, talked about the Manti La Sal Forest Revision. The Manti La Sal and Ashley National Forest will be going under Forest Plan Revision since they haven’t had a revision in several years. This new plan will be a 40 year plan and they will also be developing a public participation plan. Public Meetings will be held in July and they will consist of 6 meetings. There will be a meeting in Castle Dale on July 19th, and Forest Revision will begin in August. The NEPA process will probably begin around this time next year.
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Jonathan Hunt reported that the Green River campgrounds have been consistently packed this Spring. Their Golf Course numbers are way up, while other Golf Courses are down. As it warms up the numbers may fall a bit though. Goblin Valley’s numbers over Memorial weekend were very high. On Memorial Day Saturday they counted over 400 vehicles, and Sunday there were over 500. Goblin Valley’s Dark Sky Designation will happen within the week. Millsite Dam should start spilling soon. June 1st was the cutoff date for the Dam projects revision plans. With the new electric hookups at Huntington State Park they haven’t had any noise complaints from other campers. Millsite State Park is staying busy now that it has warmed more. Boating for Millsite has been down so they are going to convert some of the boat parking area into more camp sites. Now that it’s warmer, people have been paddle boarding. Dredging at Millsite will start when the Dam spills, and it won’t affect the boating.  
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey Berg reported that they have met with Emery Water Conservancy District to help them with some of their projects. The National Defense Act Passed the House and is now waiting on the Senate. The Energy Bill didn’t pass so that was disappointing. The Energy Policy and Modernization Act passed the Senate. 
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Sherrel reported that water is at 88% of normal. Huntington Reservoir is at 77%, Millers Flat is at 81%, Cleveland is at 90%, Electric Lake is at 71%, Millsite is at 94%, Joe’s Valley is at 78%, and Seeley Creek is at 216%. JR mentioned an article that a former Emery County resident, who is currently living in Salt Lake, wrote an op-ed for the Deseret News on the clean air in Emery County versus the terrible air quality in the Salt Lake Valley. 
8.  Concerned Citizens: Scott talked about the condition of the Nuck Woodward road. He said if you were pulling a horse trailer you could make it to the top where the culverts are. Darren said there were some permitees who worked on the road this last Fall. Val talked about the additional costs that Pacific Corp is going to have due to the EPA ruling. He also talked about the Dark Sky designation of Goblin Valley and how one of the qualifications for the Dark Sky is to have clear skies. He said it’s interesting how those who are complaining about their air being polluted from our coal fired power plants are surrounded by parks who have received the Dark Sky designation. He said Dead Horse Point was designated as a Dark Sky park the last week of May. 
9.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

