MINUTES
Public Hearing
June 28th, 2016
6:00 P.M.

Mayor Korry Soper in chair and presiding.  Roll call showed Council Members Gary Chidester, Jason Maylett and Vaun Mickelsen present, along with City Administrator Kent Barton.  Darren Dyreng and Jason Vernon were out of town and excused.  

Mayor Soper welcomed all presented and stated that the purpose of the hearing was to take public comment regarding the proposed FY 2016 – 2017.  He asked that any desiring to make comment come to the podium and state their name and address for the record. 

Joe Dow of Manti asked if it is legal to transfer money for the Enterprise Funds (utility funds) to the General Fund.  The Mayor assured Dow that is legal.  Dow asked by what authority, the Mayor stated: “under the authority of the State of Utah”.  Dow asked if other municipalities make similar transfers.  The Mayor explained that it is a common practice in many Utah communities.  He further explained that the Manti City follows the legal process in making transfers, part of which requires notification of the citizens and a public hearing, “just as we are doing tonight” remarked the Mayor.  Dow asked how much of the transfers were being diverted to the new Sports Complex.  Mayor Soper responded “not one dime”.  Dow questioned the amount and necessity of the transfers.  Kent Barton, City Administrator, then explained that there are several areas where communities generate money in order to operate including, taxes, fees for services and transfers.  Barton then talked about sales taxes and stated that whether by preference or lack of availability of goods and services, Manti residents do not spend much of their disposable income in Manti resulting in extremely low sales tax revenues compared to neighboring communities. Barton then explained that property taxes have not been raised in over 25 years in the community and went on to point out why raising property taxes is problematic given Manti’s demographics.  He said that a high percentage of property in the city in tax-exempt such as government, school and church property, and if additional revenues were to be generated through property tax increases, it would unfairly burden non-exempt citizens.  “Raising utility rates and making transfers makes the most sense for a community with our unique dynamics in order to evenly distribute cost of running the city more fairly among all property owners and users of our services” Barton stated.

David Moses of Manti came forward and expressed frustration with rising costs of maintaining traditional energy infrastructure.   He then advocated that in order to keep power costs down, the city should look at developing a large solar field where we could generate and enjoy much cheaper power.  

Frank Pate of Manti came forward and questioned the city’s practice of not paying those who generate their energy for the energy that they place onto the grid.  It was explained that the city’s net metering program does allow credits for power generated but must be used within a calendar year.  Pate said he believes all power generated by citizens should be paid for with cash.  The Mayor explained that those generating power need to have 
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transport their power across the city’s grid in order to sell it and that there is a significant cost to the placement and maintenance of those “poles and wires”.  The Mayor asked if it is fair for non-power generating customers to subsidize power producers by building and maintaining the grid.

Phil Thomas of Manti came forward and expressed that he had come to the meeting with the opinion that transfers should not be done but that after explanation, his opinion has changed.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for their efforts on behalf of the citizens. 

From where he was sitting, Scott Larsen of Manti stated that the cemetery fence is a disgrace and needs to be replaced.  Larsen also advocated a ”no-smoking policy” be adopted on city property and in city vehicles.

From there the hearing turned into a question and answer session with a variety of questions being fired at the Mayor, Council and Mr. Barton regarding a variety of issues.  As names of those asking questions were not stated, a record of those questions was not recorded.  After about 30 minutes of addressing questions, the Mayor thanked all present for their attendance at the hearing and for their interest in the affairs of the city.  He stated that after a brief  “break” he would open the regular meeting of the Council.

The hearing was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

 

												
						Korry L. Soper, Mayor



												
[bookmark: _GoBack]						Kent Barton, Recorder/Administrator
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