   LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
June 2, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:
Karl Nielson, Mayor						Kay Shurtz
Marlow Plumb, Council Member				Dave Frandsen
Russ Finlinson, Council Member				  
Matthew Kolste, Council Member				
Chad McPherson, Council Member					
Judi Plumb, Treasurer						
Danette Houston, Recorder								

Prayer was offered by Russ. Meeting called to order at 7:35 p.m.  Bills have been approved and signed.  Minutes were emailed to all board members prior to the meeting.  All have read the minutes for May 5th Town Council Meeting.  Minutes were unanimously approved for May 5, 2016.

Flags for holiday and locations clarified: 
	The cemetery is not included for the YM/YW fundraiser.  Pay them only for the town hall and fire station – a total of $50.00.

Town bylaws and pay:
	The town by-laws state a person cannot be paid for two jobs.  Russ is being paid for the jobs of town maintenance and councilman at this time.  If paid for more than one position, the by-laws state the employee is to be paid for only the highest paying position.  Matt suggested we increase Russ’ pay for the town maintenance position by $50.  This may cause trouble in the future when someone else takes the town maintenance position. The water biller and the treasurer once were two jobs but it became required by the state to be the same person.  Since this was required by law, the two salaries were combined for the one person doing both jobs with the treasurer portion charged to administrative salaries and the water billing portion charged to the water salaries.  So this by-law does not apply to this situation.
For clarification, by-laws apply to the council whereas ordinances apply to all residents.  The question was asked if by-laws require a town meeting to be changed.  It was determined by-laws could be changed by the passing of a motion.
Marlow proposed we change this by-law to allow a person working two or more town jobs be paid for all jobs he or she is doing Matt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously with Russ abstaining due to a conflict of interest since this directly affects him.


Mike Ferrell joined the meeting at 7:55 p.m.
	Mike informed the council that this past month there had been donated to the town the services of 6 firefighters for 2 hours at $25/hour.  Mike donated $300 to the fire department – the cost of these donated hours.  The council expressed appreciation for this donation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mike left the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Approval for outside water connection:
	Karl would like to get approval for a water connection at the log home outside town limits.  It is currently on the connection with John Nielson.  We need a town vote to approve this.  Karl proposed he will get the paperwork done, but would like to get things moving on this.  It will be the same ownership as the corals however he doesn’t anticipate using much water in the corals.
	Chad moved that we approve the meter and Russ seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Judi left the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Discussion of the town property in the subdivision:
	Karl read a letter from Barbara B. Barlow (formerly Barbara Nielson) requesting the parcel of land in the subdivision that she donated to the town for a park be returned to their family if it is not going to be used as a park.  There is a copy of the deed dated December 21, 2004 with the letter.
	Marlow said we didn’t put in the park because we didn’t have the resources to establish and maintain a park.  Has anything changed?  No.  It is not centrally located to benefit the entire town.  Matt indicated that if the town doesn’t have the resources to make a park, it should be returned.  Todd Tolley told Karl that the town set precedence when they returned the property the old water tank sits on to the Bevan Nielson family when the tank was no longer being used by the town.
	Chad proposed we return the property and put the money we have into our current park.  Lee Wahlberg is interested in purchasing the property to build a shop/shed on the property to store a collector car in.  Marlow seconded the motion to give the property back.  All approved.  Motion passed.
	We need to prepare a Warranty Deed.  Danette was asked do this.

2016 Budget Review – Revisions:
	In order to be compliant with state law, we need to move some money from the General Account to the Capital Project account.  Earlier today, Pelorus determined the amount to be $50,000.  We paid more bills since Pelorus made that determination and some deposits have not been recorded yet, we would like to make sure that amount is correct, Danette will work with Pelorus to determine the correct amount to move before the public hearing on June 9, 2016.
Russ proposed to move amount as determined by Pelorus.  Matt seconded.  All approved.	
 
2017 Budget:
	Karl proposed we increase the pay of the town clerk/recorder.  After much discussion, Matt proposed the pay be increased to $300/month.    The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  Russ proposed the $150 increase come from the water dept.  Chad seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
	Chad has been checking on prices for a mini excavator and dump bed trailer to purchase for the town.  The cost of used machines would be $30,000 - $50,000.  Karl knows of a mini excavator in town that maybe the owner would be willing to sell to the town.  When we get ready to purchase these we will move the money from the capital project fund to the general fund to pay for the mini excavator and dump bed trailer.
	Danette will enter the remainder of the budget items and email them to the town council members for their review prior to the public hearing next week.

Schedule public hearing to receive public comment on the budgets:
	Public hearing to receive public comment on the revised 2016 budget and the proposed 2017 budget has been scheduled for June 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall.

Miscellaneous items of business:
	Town board meeting in July will be held on the second Thursday – July 14th.
	Marlow has a conflict Leamarado Weekend.  He would like to get Ken Nielson to MC the program and get Eva to help organize the talent show.  Those are the two areas he has the most responsibility for.  Judi will be here.  

Departments:
Roads/Cemetery:
	In the budget Russ put $10,000 for the signs and $5,000 to cover any asphalt that may need to be done.  He put money into the cemetery budget for weed control.  
	Working to get Case Finlinson’s eagle project finished up.
	Karl talked to the cement plant about getting some screened limestone.  It won’t be possible to get it from them.  Russ will see about getting it from the Lime plant.
	Roads – need to finish up the project on Center Street.  Russ will talk to the county about repairing the edges of the roads in town.
	Chad is concerned about trees along the RR tracks blocking the view of vehicle traffic at RR crossings.  Matt suggested calling as a citizen to complain.  There is a phone number to call on the sign at the crossing.

Water:
	Last month we approved putting in a cement pad up at the chlorination facility, Kay was asked to let us know what size the pad needs to be.
	State water engineer and a representative from Jones & DeMille will be here for a meeting at 10:00 tomorrow morning.
	We have 50 meters in town that need replaced.  Judging from the cost of one recently replaced, it is possible it would cost $3000 for each.  If we have the equipment we could save a lot of that cost.  The two pieces of equipment along with paying a town employee to take on these projects could cut the cost of the projects in half.  We could sell the track hoe when the projects are complete if we no longer need it.  Karl will check with Robbie McPherson about a track hoe he has to see if he would sell it to the town. 
	Chad is thinking of doing 10 of the meters that need the most attention during this next budget year – he is putting $20,000 in his budget for these meter replacements.  This will put his budget at $63,313 the budget in 2015 was $59,781.  
	Chad is concerned about getting three bids for all the projects that need to be done.  It was agreed two bids would be ok if there is no response.

Town Hall/Parks/Planning & Zoning:
	Marlow has proposed redoing the floor in the chapel area of the town hall this coming year.  All agreed that was a good idea.
	Sprinkler system update – Russ has to draw the entire back yard and take it up to sprinkler world for them to map it out.  He will get to it after the road project is finished.  Russ mentioned he would like summer help to just move hoses to water the town park and ball field.
	Paces have the town hall tomorrow or Saturday for a family reunion.    
	Budget additions – kept it pretty much as last year except for money for the chapel floor $9000, added $150 to parks utilities thinking we would be paying more for the water, but we don’t pay for the water.  

Fire Department:
	Working on getting the water tank installed on the military tank.  Hope to have the truck completed by the end of June.
	Red card recertification training is taking place. 
	There is hazmat training in Delta at the fair grounds on the 27rd in Delta – county wide.
	Just starting into fire season, with the wet spring, Dave is anticipating a potentially bad fire season.  Fire dept. will help anyone who has a burn pile that needs to be burned, just to be safe.  Dave expects we w-ill be in a no burn situation later this month.
	Russ is working on mowing the weeds around the town.  The state should be taking care of the roads outside of town.  The Railroad should be taking care of their property along the railroad tracks.
	Dave mentioned they are always looking for more people to join the fire department.
	Water needs to be turned on the lawn at the fire station.  Dan Pack has turned it on in the past.
	Lynndyl and Leamington fire departments will be separated when Dave resigns in October.  We will need a new fire chief.  The fire district wants the two stations separated.  Dave would like to keep the training together.  
		The fire hydrants all need to be checked to make sure they are in good working condition.  Kay said she will take care of this.  Chad and Dave will help if she needs.  The time Kay spends flushing hydrants will be charged to the fire department.
	Matt added money to his budget for fire chief training.  He moved money over from the truck project this year to next year to finish the truck, $10,000.  He didn’t increase money for lights since we didn’t hear anything back from Ash Grove Cement Co to help pay for the LED lights.  If we have left over money from this truck project Matt will propose to the new fire chief that we purchase new equipment.  
	
Adjourn:
	Karl made a motion to adjourn.  Chad seconded.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  
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