Wasatch County Fire District
Board of Directors Meeting
June 7, 2016
Meeting held at the Wasatch County Administration Building located at 25 N Main Heber City, UT.
Those in Attendance:
Greg McPhie
Steve Farrell
Mike Kohler
Kipp Bangerter
Kendall Crittenden
Danny Goode
Mike Petersen

Items of business to address:

Minutes
The minutes of the May 10, 2016 board meeting were presented to the board for their review and approval.  A motion was made by Kendall Crittenden to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2016 board of directors meeting.  The motion was seconded by Steve Farrell and the motion passed all in favor.
Warrants
The listing of warrants was presented to the board for their review and approval.  The total amount or warrants was $96,654.13. A motion was made by Steve Farrell to approve the warrants as presented.  The motion was seconded by Kipp Bangerter and the motion passed all in favor.
Mike Petersen asked about the firefighter retirement.  Chief Giles stated that it varies with your age.  He stated that you can retire with 20 years under the age of 60.  Over 60 you can retire any time.    The District participates in Public Safety.  


Discussion on International Fire Code and Urban Interface
Chief Giles reminded the board that there was a meeting held about a month ago regarding this and he has been thinking about a simpler solution.  He stated that he has been looking through the codes and has two things he would like to address. 
Fire is in charge of the Fire Code and Urban Interface is another code.    He stated that the survey and landscape plans are not in the IFC.  The warden was hired several years ago to do the job and the two should be combined.  He stated that the first lesson in suppression is prevention.  He has toured some of the properties that were back from 2007 and he has found that without enforcement there is no code.  The board discussed having a committee.  He stated that the Fire Department is there to enforce the IFC.  The guys out there fighting a fire are the most qualified to enforce.  The Building Department should not be out there enforcing the fire code.  He stated that the Wildland Urban Interface is a supplement to the IFC.
Chief Giles stated that he would like to see the Fire Board make a motion to the legislative bode that the IFC be enforced by the Fire Department.  He stated that fire sprinklers are also in the IFC.  The District has adopted Appendices B giving authority to have sprinklers supplement fire flows.  
 Chief Giles stated that they are working with a home owner now who does not have the flows and the insurance will be four times higher without the flow.  He also stated that he did not see the plans for the concessions at the ball park and would have liked to have input there.
Steve Farrell asked why they did not get a set of the plans.
Chief Giles stated that he just happened to see it when he was doing a drive by.
Danny Goode asked if they would need to modify the county code?
Chief Giles stated that a vote by the legislative body, the county council, could vote to say who enforces this.  He stated that he has sat on this for the last 30 days and thinks that if it is a fire issue then fire should be doing it.
Kendall Crittenden asked where the committee is on this issue.
Chief Giles stated that the felt that they have beat the committed issue to death.  They have heard the presentations and it really is a fire code issue.
Mike Peterson stated that the did form a committee and it will affect the building department.  Mike Davis is the department head and they are planning on working through this in the next 30 to 60 days to come up with a resolution that works for everyone.
Steve Farrell stated that there are clear lines.  Fire is over Urban Interface and the Building Department is over structures.
Danny Goode stated that the Building Department is saying that sprinklers are not needed in some of the structures.
Steve Farrell stated that they will ask the legislative body to make a decision.
Greg McPhie stated that there Is a full time warden and marshal.  The main requirement of the Fire Marshal is sprinkler systems.
The board addressed issues both residential and commercial.  
Chief Giles stated that several issues regarding fire sprinkler installation requirements have gone to the board of appeals and the District has never lost.  He stated, as per Dave Vickers, fires spread to urban, urban to house, creating catastrophic urban interface fires.
Chief Giles stated that the District wants to be the authority to determine whether sprinklers are needed or not in an urban interface area.  He asked when they would be meeting.
Steve Farrell stated that they meeting would be next week.
Chief Giles asked that they keep moving on it.
Fire Marshal Report
Clint Neerings stated that he would be addressing issues from the last meeting.  He stated that Chief had addressed Appendix B.  This was voted on and approved by a unanimous vote. It has been on file and is on the website.  
The board addressed a home in Timberlakes that had not been sprinkled.  Clint stated that the permit from 2015 was pulled and had been stamped.  If a permit is inactive for 180 days the permit is void.  The permit for this property was from 2000 and it had been noted that sprinklers were required. He stated that there were other ones that passed the four way without sprinklers.  One was in Timberlakes and one in Oak Haven.  He has met with the owner and they were never tagged and they have been sheet rocked and painted.  They are trying to come to a resolution.  The sprinklers were installed but never approved.  They failed their first inspection and then just never finished.
Mike Kohler arrived at the meeting.
Danny Goode stated that things are getting approved around them.  
Clint stated that he has talked to Robert McDonald about this and he stated that the sticker system has worked and that they did not need paperwork.
Danny Goode asked what action they would need to avid this happening before they make their decision.
Greg McPhie stated that they have tried but have not been able to resolve the issue.
Clint Neerings stated that it is getting worse.
Greg McPhie stated that they need to make Mike Davis aware of this.
Mike Kohler asked if it had failed who would have approved the next step and passed it off?
Chief Giles stated that this is one of the issues they need to deal with.  He has held off and is hoping that this is not a blatant issue.
Danny Goode stated that this puts the public in danger as well as danger to the firefighters.
Clint stated that one did not pass and it was not a hard fix.  
Chief Giles stated that if the box is not checked they should not sign off.  Lives are in jeopardy.
Clint Neerings stated that he did some research between 2011 and 2013 and there are 26 permits that have not been granted occupancy and are still open.  It is much easier to fix if they have not been given occupancy.  He stated that it has gotten worse over the past 1.5 years.  He stated that they do need to work together.  The stickers were working well and hopefully the issue was just an oversight.
Clint stated he would like to address a comment made by Robert McDonald.  He felt that it had been inappropriate to bring it up and did not see what bearing it had on the Urban Interface.  He stated that he had met with the building owner regarding the issue.  He stated that the architect and Building Department made the determination and used sprinklers instead of fire stops.  This was a rare circumstance and they could have communicated it to him.  All they need to do was run a 2 inch main through the attic.  They have built several other buildings with the same system.  
Fire Warden Report
Troy Morgan gave a project update.  He stated that there were two hand crews working on fuel breaks and one up on Pole Drive and another up at the girl’s camp.  They have a small engine at Wolf Creek Ranches and there are currently no fires.
Steve Farrell asked if he had visited Camp Cloud Rim?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Troy stated that they have just recently opened the road so he has not been there yet.
Mike Petersen asked about controlled burns?
Troy stated that open burning was closed as of June 1st but they can get a burn permit from him and there are no open burns scheduled at this time.
A motion was made by Kipp Bangerter to move into closed session.  The motion was seconded by Danny Goode and the motion passed all in favor.  
A motion was made by Kipp Bangerter to move out of closed session and adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Danny Goode and the motion passed all in favor.








