SPRING CITY PUBLIC HEARING  
Thursday, February 4, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

Attendees: Mark Spencer, Tennessee & Kimberly Stewart, Russell Allen, Carl Sedlak, Cherrie Barrow, Levi & Alicia King, Von & Bonnie Mellor, John Black, Lauri & Viggo Madsen, Jackson Pemberton- Sanpete Messenger, Gary & Susan Allen, Robert Buckner, Mike & Carla Nelson, Shawn Black, Chad Beck, Boyd Mickel, Alan Youngblood, Matt Davis, Tamra Coates, Jennifer Owen, Roberto Contreras, Dixie Earl, Michelle Chandler- Recorder
Prayer: Shawn Black
Roll Call: Council Members Whitney Allred, Cody Harmer, Neil Sorensen, Keith Coltharp, and Doug Durfey; Mayor Jack Monnett
 
Introduction and Discussion of Resolution 2015-08 
Establishing the Speed Limit on Main Street
Mayor Monnett read the resolution in full which states that, according to Utah State Code, reasonable and safe speed limits are established by municipalities. With the advent of new businesses in the central part of town, both vehicle and foot traffic have increased. The resolution would set the speed limit at 25 miles per hour (mph) between 100 North and 100 South. 

Public Comments
Tennessee Stewart quoted research statistics showing that lowering speed limits decreases traffic fatalities. He reported that data shows that driving at or below 25 mph improves drivers’ ability to avoid crashes. Stewart recommended increasing the distance that the speed limit will be decreased. Boyd Mickel agreed that downtown is a dangerous area, but suggested that the issue is a lack of law enforcement. He suggested that there be enforcement of parking, the speed limit and U-turns. Levi King stated that he understands the reasoning behind a 25 mph limit. He recommended that on the arterial roads, the speed limit should stay at 30 to 35 mph. Chad Beck commented that we should leave it alone; enforcement should be the issue. Mark Spencer observed that legislation without enforcement is useless. Right-of-way is a bigger problem that speed, but is less enforceable and is overlooked. Alicia King stated that it is hard to go slow in the evening, and perhaps enforcement could occur in the day when Das Café is open. Cherrie Barrow stated that a 30 mph limit would be a good compromise. Kimberly Stewart suggested that 25 mph is reasonable, given the size of our town, for the safety of our kids.  She is in support of lowering the speed limit to 25 mph and giving out warnings to all going over the posted speed limit to reinforce enforcement. Council Member Allred read a letter from Sandy Burr, with 30 other residents listed. The letter stated that they have never heard of a child being hit by a car in Spring City. They suggested that what will slow down traffic is having a police officer on duty to give out speeding tickets. Council Member Sorensen read a letter from Donald & Nanette Watson stating that they have never witnessed an accident on Main Street in all the years they have lived in Spring City. They asked that the speed limit not be changed due to increased traffic for annual events. 

Introduction and Discussion of Utility-Service Ordinance Amendments, 
Spring City Code 8-1-5 through 8-4-4
Council Member Sorensen discussed the disparity of having two different shutoff dates for power and water payment delinquency. Water shutoff is set two weeks prior to power shutoff; Sorensen recommends organizing the shutoff dates to occur at the same time. 

Public Comments
Shawn Black of the Spring City Power Advisory Board (SCPAB) supports the recommendation of same shutoff dates, as pipes could freeze if power is turned off before water. Chad Beck agreed, as long as residents are paying both bills. Kimberly Stewart stated that it would lower costs in terms of getting shut off. 

Motion to Adjourn to Council Meeting was made by Council Member Durfey and Seconded by Council Member Harmer.




SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, February 4, 2016, 7:00 p.m.

Resolution 2015-08 Establishing the Speed Limit on Main Street
Mayor Monnett opened discussion among Council of the proposed speed-limit change. He suggested the importance of a crosswalk, as many residents run across the street to the post office. Council Member Coltharp expressed a concern about the area on Main Street between 1st North and 1st South being the hub of activity, and that a driver’s view is often obstructed on such a narrow road. If someone walked out from behind a parked car, there would be no way for an oncoming driver to stop without hitting the pedestrian. He expressed that we are blessed that there has never been an accident, but is concerned about the often highly-congested area. Council Member Sorensen opposed lower the speed limit to 25 mph, also stating that people should be able to cross the street without a crosswalk. He is okay with lowering the speed limit to 30 mph in that area, agreeing with Coltharp on the issues, but believes that the key is enforcement. Sorensen brought up a concern of that area becoming a speed trap. He suggested that we need very strict enforcement, with officers issuing citations at 36 mph. He added that the majority of speeders are residents. Council Member Harmer agreed that we do have a speed issue on Main Street, but added that it drives people away when an area is branded a speed trap. He agreed that lack of enforcement is the issue. He recommended rejecting the resolution and adding enforcement. Council Member Coltharp suggested that a “Strict Enforcement” sign may encourage drivers to be more attentive. He added that the message needs to get to the police department that we want enforcement. Council Member Durfey added that U- Turns should only be allowed at intersections. 

Council Member Coltharp Motioned to Deny Resolution 2015-08.
Council Member Sorensen Seconded the motion. 
All were in favor of Rejecting the Resolution.  

Spring City Code 8-1-5 through 8-4-4, Utility-Service Ordinance Amendments
Mayor Monnett advised rewriting the City Ordinance, as people are in accord concerning the need to coordinate shutoff dates. Tabled until ordinance amendments are written. 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Mayor, Council, and Department Reports
	     Council Member Durfey reported that A) He is sending the Planning & Zoning (P&Z) ordinance to the codifiers. He stated that Kimberly Stewart saw discrepancies that need to be changed for consistency. He pointed out that the City Council liaison is not on the committee, but is an advisor. B) The County and State use the International Building code, not Universal Building Code. This will be reflected in the ordinance before going to Sterling Codifiers on Monday. C) Durfey requested that the Council check on the website to ensure their names and emails are listed correctly. He asked whether the Council would like personal phone numbers listed, and it was okayed. D) P&Z is now taking the old Master Plan and redlining out-of-date information. Durfey requested a meeting for the Master Plan with the City Council and P&Z. 
     Council Member Coltharp presented his financial reports and variance analysis. The Council will do a budget amendment on the Daughters of Utah Pioneers matching grant, as we’ve spent at least $25,000. Budget amendments are scheduled for May and June, with a Public Hearing prior. In early April, we will start getting department feedback for budget planning. Coltharp went through the financials and performed an audit, and all posting errors will be corrected. He will address the $100,661 Electric Fund liability next month. He stated that the Utah Public Treasurers’ Investment Fund (PTIF) accounts are doing well. We are waiting for Class B and C Road Funds.
     Council Member Sorensen A) reported that we will be looking to replace our lineman, Kent Kummer, and we need to advertise. The Council may contract out for a part-time lineman. B) Sorensen requested that residents park off the road to allow for snow removal. He stated that James Bennett is keeping the intersections salted.
     Council Member Harmer spent a couple of hours at the Fire Department meeting last night, and he is excited about what is happening there. There is some maintenance that needs to be taken care of, and he would like to see more volunteers recruited.      
     Council Member Allred had nothing to report. 
     Mayor Monnett A) attended the Community Impact Board (CIB) meeting, where receipt of the $575,000 loan and grant for the Old School was finalized. He reported that Spring City received exactly what we had asked for, whereas a number of Cities were denied. The restoration should be completed by December 2016, and ready to move in by January 1, 2017. B) Mayors in Spring City, Fairview, and Fountain Green will be meeting together to recommend names for a new judge. Monnett made a request to receive names from all City Council members.
     
Introduction to Constitutional Studies Course
Alan Youngblood introduced an ongoing Constitutional Studies seminar that will be available for the public to attend. He listed the five most important rights from the Bill of Rights being freedom of speech, the press, religion, assembly, to bear arms, and to petition government. Youngblood commented that the police and political leaders all take an oath to support and defend the Constitution of the United States, yet most who swear allegiance don’t know what is in the Constitution. It was given to us by God, and we should maintain and befriend it. The seminar will cost $10 for the manual. There will be a four-hour session on Friday night, February 12th, and a 4 ½ -hour session on Saturday, February 13th. 

Net-Metering Discussion
Council Member Sorensen suggested that we are facing serious issues in the Power Department, concerning how we buy and sell power. The City is still maintaining our system, as far as the Power Company goes. We are currently buying power and selling it to our customers, in a way that maintains the City. Sorensen turned the time over to Shaw Black of the SCPAB.	
Shawn Black stated that he is over scheduling and power trading for the Springville City Power Department. He matches resources to how much power is actually used every hour. According to the net-load charts, there is a drop in usage when solar comes on, and the Utility Company has to cover the ramp up at night when solar is not used. Most Cities trade and buy power at retail, so residents don’t have a bill from the Utility; called customer-generator or net-energy metering. Fixed costs to the City are personnel and equipment. We get in trouble when people don’t pay for kilowatt (kWh) hours. Black proposed a rate change by lowering the cost per kW and adding a fixed-rate customer-service charge of $15, as a way to transition into net metering. A $25 fixed rate and lower energy costs is what most Cities do. The City will pay 5.5 cents per kWh and sell at .11 cents per kWh, to be adjusted annually. Council Member Coltharp pointed out that our Power enterprise is the highest revenue generator for the City ($450,000 annually), and there are not a lot of other options to increase revenue. Carl Sedlak stated that there are three customers in the City who now have solar, and that 500 man hours have been put into this by the SCPAB. 
Council Member Sorensen commented that we don’t want to discourage solar, but have to protect the interest of the City as well as of homeowners. Sorensen stated that we currently generate one third of our power with hydro, which we’re looking at increasing. The goal is to generate 100% of the power Spring City uses. We are looking at ways to decrease the City’s usage, such as by replacing the street lights with energy-efficient LED’s. Sorensen suggested that solar power is looking feasible for Cities to generate and store. Spring City currently has 544 paying meters. We don’t have a large commercial base here (13), and they will have to pay a little more and will need different meters. He commended the SCPAB for the good they are doing. 

Council Member Sorensen Motioned that the Council proceed with creating a proposal on an energy rate structure to present at the Public Hearing on February 18th.
Council Member Allred Seconded the Motion. All were in favor. 

Review Delinquent Utility Accounts
Mayor Monnett reported that there were 14 individuals with delinquent utility accounts. He turned the time over to Treasurer Dixie Earl. Earl spoke with Utah Local Government Trust attorney David Church, who stated that there is no reason to have two separate shut-off dates for power and water, and that Spring City Corp needs to follow the policy which states that the Council is responsible for approving exceptions for shut off without showing favoritism. Earl added that we are not a private company, and we do shut off power for nonpayment, even to families with children. She reported that the utility billing goes out within the first five business days of the month; shutoffs will occur on Tuesday morning June 9th, for those who have not come back to the Council with a payment plan to request an exception.
Account #	Plan
3128008	Letter with check #1369 post-dated to February 24th for payment of $366.24. He will make full payment earlier if tax refund comes in. Council Member Sorensen motioned to accept. Council Member Durfey seconded. All were in favor.
4186006	Has not come back with a plan, and will be shut off.
3181019	Shut off 
3170005	Will pay $100 per week, and will set up Xpress Bill Pay. Council Member Coltharp expressed concern over the growth of the amount owing, and the importance of paying the current amount plus a little of the overage. Council Member Sorensen motioned to accept $100 per week. Council Member Allred seconded. All were in favor.
3181069	Will pay $250 on the 10th and the balance on the 17th.  Council Member Harmer motioned to accept. Council Member Durfey seconded. All were in favor.
1200107	Will come in every two weeks to pay $100. Dixie Earl recommended assuring that Xpress Bill Pay has his correct email address to avoid problems. She will send out a paper bill. Council Member Sorensen motioned to accept $100 minimum every two weeks. Council Member Allred seconded. All were in favor.
4146002	Home Energy Assistance Target (HEAT) will cover the arrears in three weeks. They have guaranteed payment. Spring City Corp has received the agreement. 
3134002	Council Member Sorensen stated that Jim Bennett will post a notice indicating shut off.
3110006	Moved to a Mt. Pleasant address. Dixie Earl has sent bills with no response. She will talk to a collection company. Already shut off. 
4156002	Account closed, power is off. Earl reported that sewer and fire are always on, whether a resident is there or not. David Church suggested identifying the bank that currently owns this repossession, and to send letters and bills out before a lien is placed or to write it off. 
1112005	Account closed, send to Collections. Council Member Harmer will get the name of a collection company to work with.  
3230002	HEAT has guaranteed payment of $296, plus she will pay $300 per month. Council Member Harmer motioned to accept a payment plan of $300 per month minimum. Council Member Durfey seconded. All were in favor.
4228002	Account closed, Collections if not paid. She will pay $200 the first day of each month, starting March 1st, until balance is paid in full. Council Member Sorensen motioned to accept the agreement, or send to Collections. Council Member Durfey seconded. All were in favor.
2214008	Trailer is gone, lot unbuildable. Remove all utilities, send to Collections, then write off accumulated sewer charges. Council Member Harmer motioned to write off the accumulated sewer charges. Council Member Durfey seconded. All in favor.

Discuss Candidate Recommendations for Judge
Mayor Monnett stated that there needs to be a new judge appointed to replace Ivo Peterson in the Spring City, Fairview, and Fountain Green courts. The Office of the Attorney General will need to be notified with the name of the new judge.

Resolution 2016-03 Appointing Planning-Commission Member
Council Member Durfey read in full Resolution 2016-03, appointing Kimberly Stewart to fill the open seat as a Planning-and-Zoning (P&Z) Commission Member to replace the open seat made available by the election of Whitney Allred to the City Council. Durfey commented that Stewart has been serving as an alternate P&Z member, and doing a good job. 
Motion:
Council Member Harmer motioned to approve Kimberly Stewart as a P&Z member. 
Council Member Allred seconded. All were in favor.

               Resolution 2016-04 Appointing Alternate Planning-Commission Member
Council Member Durfey read in full Resolution 2016-04, appointing Nancy Allred to fill the open seat as an Alternate Planning-and-Zoning (P&Z) Commission Member.
Council Member Sorensen motioned to accept Nancy Allred as an alternate P&Z member. Council Member Durfey seconded. All were in favor.

Public Comments
Tennessee Stewart recommended staggering appointments on P&Z, as the terms are going to expire at the same time. Carl Sedlak reported that the BYU Capstone Project team has completed a draft hydro study to potentially generate revenue. Jackson Pemberton of the Sanpete Messenger responded to Alan Youngblood’s presentation on the Constitution. In 1975, he attended an inspiring session by Cleon Skousen, and determined that he would try to speak for the Founding Fathers on freedom and natural, inherent human rights. Council Member Sorensen commented that the SCPAB will come up with an energy-use tax of 6 percent. 

Payment of Bills
Council Member Sorensen motioned to approve the payment of bills since last Council Meeting. Council Member Allred seconded. All were in favor.

Adjournment
Council Member Allred motioned to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:30 pm.
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