Emery County Public Lands Meeting

May 3, 2016
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Laren Huntsman, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Mark H. Williams, Kim McFarlane, 
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Wayne Ludington, Warren Oviatt, Bryan Torgerson, Paula Wellnitz, Ahmed Mohsen, Paul Cowley, Ken Fleck, Chuck Semborksi, Louie Tone, Scott Daveson, Steve Christiansen, Bill Broadbear, John Anderson, Ray Quinn, Collin Faucett, Jonathan Hunt, Becky Anders, Kelsey Berg, Randy Fox, Marc Stilson, Keith Brady, Val Payne, Russ Bigelow
Excused:  Mistie Christiansen
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.
2.  Approval of Minutes: Motion by Ed to approve the minutes with the amendment to the spelling of Nuck Woodward Trail in April’s Minutes.  Sherrel seconds Ed’s motion.
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod told the board that Mistie has decided to resign from the Council. She is thinking of possible replacements and will then recommend them to the Council. The final decision will be up to the Commissioners. 
4.  Commission Report on PLI: Commissioner Brady talked about the last UAC meeting and how public lands were discussed quite a bit. Keith talked about possibly moving SITLA land to be around the municipalities instead of in more isolated regions. This would affect all the towns in the County. Commissioner Brady thinks this will benefit SITLA as well as any businesses that move into our County. If it’s decided that this something that can move forward, input from the grazers and the cities will be needed. Bryan Torgerson with SITLA talked about the possibility of this land exchange and stated that when they looked into this, they found that a lot of the land was privatized. Val mentioned that Clawson might have some land available. 

Commissioner Cowley talked about the BLM having scoping meetings concerning coal nationwide. The meeting for Utah will be May 19th at the Salt Palace. Commissioner Cowley was hopeful that the location could be changed to somewhere in our area since the coal discussion impacts us.
5. Chuck Semborski: Rilda Canyon Water Discharge Plan: Chuck Semborski gave an update on the Deer Creek Mine closure. The original closure announcement was in December of 2014 and mining was completed in January of 2015. During the closure process they have come across a pyrite split which has caused several problems. This split affects the iron levels in the water. When the portals at Rilda were installed they knew that there could be problems later on. The district office requested technical assistance which took their closure plans to Pittsburgh. After their plans were denied twice they decided to change the materials being used for the bulkhead as a safety precaution. They would like to divert the water to Deer Creek, which is the lowest point and already has discharge permits. They are currently trying to prevent discharge of environmentally non-compliant mine water discharge from Rilda. Any equipment and other materials that could be moved out of the mine have been removed. It was decided that the safest way to prevent mine water from being retained was to install a 6 mile pipeline. 
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Ahmed Mohsen reported that the burro gather is now complete and over 200 wild burros have been captured. They will be monitoring the area over Memorial weekend. They will be holding public scoping meetings for the Master Leasing Plan in Castle Dale and Green River towards the end of the month. They met with the Forest Service about the Joe’s Valley Bouldering EA and they think this Summer they will be able to have a public comment period. They have finished up the EA process for 9 Mile Canyon. There is some interest in making 9 Mile a recreation area. There will be an annual wild burro gather per their agreement with SITLA. After the burros are gathered they are put up for adoption.   
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): Marc Stilson reported that they will be having a ribbon cutting on May 11th. They are replacing gates at Potter’s, Pete’s, and Grassy Lake. Marc also talked about stream alteration permits.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  No Representative.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): No Representative.
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that the public land auction will be on May 25th. They are still working on the land lease with the BLM and are currently working with Huntington Power Plant on a coal cleanup project that will last about 3 weeks. They will be putting a ditch along the road to help prevent any coal from gathering in the future. 
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Bill Broadbear reported that the Dugway gate in Ferron is now closed and that the Stevens gate will be closed soon. All of the wildlife gates are now open. The Mammoth Guard Station and one other could be added to cabin rental list in 2017. The will be raising the fees at a few recreation sites up Huntington Canyon. The fees will go from $3 to $5. Ferron sites will go up from $7 to $10. Potter’s Pond will now be $10 per site. The funding from these sites will stay in our area and the Forest Service is looking into reinvesting this money into the Lake Canyon Recreation area. They would like to build new group sites since several group sites were lost in the Seeley Fire. 

Russ Bigelow talked about having a prescribed burn on Trail Mountain to get rid of the bug kill areas and to help the vegetation growth in the future. This will help restore the winter range for deer and elk. They would also like to reduce the amount of conifers to hopefully allow the native aspens to make a comeback. This mosaic burn will affect approximately 4,000 acres and will take about 9 years to complete. All of the land owners have accepted these plans. They will burn a 1,000 acre area and will then let the area rest for 3 years and then another area will be burned. The weeds will be monitored so they don’t come back as heavily as they have in other burn areas. Since they will be burning in the Spring, the moisture in the sagebrush will help to deter the fire from jumping to other sites. 
Utah State Parks & Recreation: No Representative.
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey Berg reported that a letter requesting the coal meeting location be changed has been sent. They were able to extend the comment period by 30 days. There were two hearing concerning the Endangered Species Act. The meeting with CEQ in Washington D.C. went really well. They have requested a meeting with the President and all of Utah’s delegates. Kelsey said Emery County has been very well received the last few times they have met with CEQ.  
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Sherrel reported that even after the rain storms the water percentages have dropped. Mammoth/Cottonwood is at 69%, Huntington Canyon is at 60%, Electric Lake is at 73%, Joe’s Valley is at 68%, Ferron Creek is at 76%, Red Pine is at 33%, and Seeley Creek is at 80%. The overall basin index is at 65%. 
8.  Concerned Citizens: John Anderson talked about coal issues and how we need to be aware of a National Monument possibly being designated in our area if we don’t secure our public lands.
9.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

