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Dear Members of the Utah Dental Licensing Board: 

It has come to our attention that the ADA and ADEA have wri~te!l to dE!qt:arboarqs for s~veral states 
and territories expressing a high level of concern over licensure portability, ln .. ~he·:lette·rs vy~.ha\le 
seen; the ADA and ADEA suggest that' the ADA .has· "c6nd~'Ctecf?a:;cafefdl"·a.rralysis•":"qf the 
examinations" offered by the various testing agehc'ies;'{inCiuding>ithose·· Wiat·'-6ffer·'the<ADEX 
examination) and determin'ed that the examinations are "conceptually comparable." The ADA and 
ADEA suggest that any state dental board that accepts fewer than all of the aVailable{ 'tilinical 
licensure examinations is acting arbitrarily and speciously and in an anticompetitive manner. 

As a preliminary matter, the ADEX is not aware of any evaluation of its examination by the ADA. In 
fact, on May 10, 2016, Dr. Jeffers of the ADA Licensure Task Force wrote to the ADEX to request 
"the information necessary to understand the ADEX and the validity evidence that exists to support 
test usage and interpretation." Clearly the ADA had not conducted a "careful analysis" of the ADEX 
examination prior to its February letter. 

We. at ADEX are· ~lso perplexed 'by' the ADA and ADEA: stance. on. tl1e best manner of increasing 
licensure portability.· While licensure portability is more a matter of !;itate ~practices regarding 
lice11sure by credential rather than an. issue involving clinical licensure examinations, the ADA and 
ADEA letter does not even mention licensure by credential. ·Instead, the ADA and ADEA focus their 
letter on what we refer to as "test portability," i.e. the number of jurisdictions which accept a 
particular clinical licensure examination. 

It is certainly true that test portability would be increased if every state dental board were to shirk its 
duty to evaluate the quality and validity of the various examiQations and simply accept every 
available licensure examination. --We ·at ADEX, however, believe a better way. to improve test 
portability is to develop a better examination in an effort to obtain universal acceptance. That is 
what the ADEX has set out to do, and, as noted in Dr. Jeffers· May 10, 2016 letter, the ADEX 
examination is now accepted in 45 jurisdictions. The ADEX is at a loss tp understand the "high 
level of concern" regarding test portability voiced by the ADA and ADEA giveri the widespread 
acceptance of the ADEX examination. 

What the ADA does not mention· in its letter is that it has previously stated its intent to enter the 
clinical licensure testing arena. While jt may be in the ADA's interest to pave the way for 
acceptance of its clinical iicensure examination by urging dental boards to begih accepting all 
available examinations, it is likely notin the public interest to have dental board!:\ stop p~a,Xi,t;t ,r;,Etf!-11 
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w~ ~tit~ afyput recrub1't tQ address' ~1~ re~pb.~d. to ·~ertaiJ a§sertion~ made 1n a recent.' .. 
joint:comttiiliij~tiop i~~ue4 byjlje)\niei·i~a,n De~t~( A~~()c;'a~on (.ADA) and the American · · · · .. 
Dental Educ~tjOilAS~·oc~~ti§Ji(A))gA.) .(the ''A[)A/Al)EA Letter;'}. In. ;their, letter, the A.DAand 
ADEA make .ceitaufasserticiii~ i'egarqihg th~: COI+lparability of.cli!)ipakHcensute exa;ni}1aUOnS hl' . 
dentistry offered by different agenCies. Pre~sed 'pn. this ais~tt,ion, .the. AJ:)A ~11(1 AJ).:EA: . . . . · 
recommend that ·state qoards ·Of dentistry relaX t_};leif due:diligenceJ11 evaluating~testjng"optipi!JN:O 
as: to fQster p01iab~lity of licenses a'eross state lines arid:avo!d''ci!l~@st. coilce!~s~ ·: \Ve ai·e .... : .. · 
conceqied hot only bythe uns.uppoited claims regatdiTI.g 'coni~~abi)Jty ofJic~ns#re~ ~((~I11.inati~ns 
and lli:Y. possibility of antitrust concerns, bufalso by a dear c6tl(lict: Of interest that' is iiot . 
disclosed ihtheADA/ADEA Letter.. • ··. · :, .:; · > •<'· • · ' · · · · ... · ·. «: .. 

· .· .• Wetiiide,r~tatid t1I~t'ti1e'AD!\.hl!s publi~i;"J~9lar~4.th~~.it is.cl~velopi11g itsoWn:delltal.•·. 
crinipal Iicensufe'~xamlnatig.n. Jt isunclear w~y t~~e-1\DA. wqulg. seek to: be.come a :participant •in • 
the deilthllicensurg 'testing 'ai·ena~ 'On,arena in wJ.Uchit 'Piltports .to find.'no;.fault ·With any of the . •! .•. 
sevei'ciLeXistilig cliriichl11c~nstire ··exa$i1latioQs, :·unies~:its JnotlvationJs to oapture;somedr all :of . · 
the. revenue .strealli ftdi.n these' exainihat!ons: .. The AD A l s statu's as a potential future eX:ai1liri~ltioh 
provider presents a clear confli9t of interest and taintsits:recommendation.th:at all ~tlife$sh.ottld 
accept all e~~wlng.tio,ns: What is particula;rly ilisidioi1s is thafthis·:~~c.o!nirte~d~tiort t~q1r~sented 
as thoughc.oming from .e1neutral observer; : · ,.,.· · : · · · · · ·. ·.·. . .. . , ... 

In ~dditid11 tothil'Un4i.s~l()Se~ conflict of jn{etest, arl4 the faulty r~asoniug belli.nd the ., . 
ADA's purported comparative analysi~ Of exruninations (discussed more fully below), the ADA 
has recently acknowledged that it has not, contrary to representations-in theADA/ADEALetter, 
conducted the "carefhl analysis'' of the various clinicat licensure examiimtidns sl.1gge$tedin the 
k~ . . . 

· ... '7 ·.·. 
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redu.ce,wa~~· C9l\dwitmg empii1icaL~nalys,is}l , It is n0fpossibl6·to ·evaluate the.:coil1parabHity of· . 
the subst~qe·,of:th~ examination.s at,such'acursocy;leveVFoiiiliie'and':CroriiacR'(1995).iptovide:a. 
useful ;clesQriptio!l;o:(sthe ·cnaract~ristics:ofa 1clinicai Iicensure··:examiriationpt.dgram'that 'eollld'be 
considetedi~·:an.ind~pendent: evaluation:. Ful,'thet\'·SOme:'Ofthe .a§sertiohs 'ar'e ihaccutate: ··: . ';''{; 

mirtl~~~~~Jfit~&~~i~~1f~~¥~~~~~~~~i~~fl~~~~~!1~ia 
utilizes ;siinufafion '16. detennine 'lliininium·cdmpetency in prosth()dd'ntics' (qrpwn preparati9~),~d 
endodontics.'i AHhough the ADEX exams: administered by CDCA and CIT A., and the :e){affii. 
administered bySRTA provide ·.a. •periodontal scaling exaniin~tion a~ •fiu.'Optfon fof States th~t 
requi~e it; ;t4is is .not a·:required com.ponent:ofthe ·examitiatiotr'as deterl:liiried by:·t11e pr{),ghirris'.: · 
practice analysis. ,CRbliS ahd·:WR:EB do·reqilite apatietit;;basea·penodorital s.Caling < (: · · ·' · · 
examin~ti:on .. Similarly, ADEX, SRTA) and CRDTS examinations indude'~.it.~Hhichl skills'' 
p~~f~~~~~e ~r?~~~.~q~~~?.~ .~'}~~!~i.~tio~? ·;)Y~~) ~~in~~9R:~;.a:o. p,?t: , 111: .a~qjy~~.;QRDTS 
does J!pt }P~ll.!9e. ~ #lct~nqs~s ~nd lr.~~tQ~9ntp\~nw;w •. ~x:all.h .1]1~ ~ns~»~~pp,pr eJ~:s~w•tq11.p.f , .·• : 

~~~pig~~tt~~~;~~~!:~~~*~~:e~~tJ!·~~i~rt~~rz~~f~~~~f~i~~~rt~;ts,:~:;~~~~t·· .. · 
ba.si:S 'ft<>m:X'hl~~ ~? con¢!ucte corripara.bility.' . : > . ' ' ' . . . . 

. AlthoUgh each agericy:ha.s a.re~torative cdruponei1t ihits~~xailiinatio!i~tl:i~ sC.Ormg and:·,. 
evaluatioi1.crifethi~:i~s:a}JpUc;ation;'andthe•res .. J)l~tde~is1ons. p:t~y l)~ ,yely diffeten~·· F6,r·:,·. ~~'. ·.·. · · · 
example,·the,;differential :interptet~tion,·ofthe ·imPaff:9frem~niq~ .caries 'in a.rt1stoJ:ative- ' . . ·' ···
pret)aratioil.hy: agencies is·an .i.in:poitant oiiet() highlight. lfone ~gel).cy:s scofihg criteria detiiies 
this as. a domain criticaL error ~hat would. fait a: cartdi({~te oifth~texam vers\is' ariolliet ag~hcy' s . 
interpretatlorithatthis ·represents something tnatniay be 9haracteristi~ of a passin,g candi~~te.'fl,1e. 
decision by the agency as well as the risk manag~mentdecisions by a State board.6f.dentistry ·. 
cannot be J'ilterpi~,ty,d a~ triviaL· . . . . . . . . 

,·.,:. ... J 

, A comprehi',<nsiye · evaJuation bftlie coniparabilit)"·o'fe~a.rriih..atiotis Wo~d 1~cl~ae at a> ·• 
mih~un:t.: techuical;manuals;· ad.nll1iistratio11 mc:u1uils ( cand!d~te:ai.id .exammei: ); scorhig' crhena, 
an4.1'eliability and 4~~ision consistency evidence.' . This evidence is prt)intilgat~d as- a · 
professional ef<riect~tion in the Stcmdar.dsfor: Ed~tcational crnd.:P~cholo gical Testit'ltf(AEIM., · · 
APA, & N¢ME,20i 4 ). Tlie revie,W and:con'clusioris s#ggestecl by the A:DA!ADE;Atetter' s 
authors 4o :p.ot suggest that ru1 in.-depth anaLysis <:i the uhique 'aspects'ofthese .Pro'grain~ w~rg, ·. 
cousidereq,;·. > • .. i. . . . .. . ' ·. . ' ........ ·. 

I The authors. in~fps~on .of~he ex'\&Rle bf,~fforls to (?fy~t'e.·a;'{}r:tifoi'p,i Bar E,X,~ 4P.eS; n()t .. 
support the premise or.conciusion of the letter~ nor is it a c9inpanrble example, The ·ADA. ao.d · .. 
ADE.A do nQt. seek the adoptioh of a :unifonri' li;ce!,1Sure· ex.amjriatio'll, =rather' the 'ADA arid · · 
ADEA -sugge~t:thateveiystate sl:,touldaccept evefjJ available exafuinaticn1/ That wdlild b~ . 
analogous to-suggesting tl1at in the· legal profession every state accephhe bar exam: develope9 by 
. every .otherBtate; .. We are aware of no moVe in the legal profession, or auy other piofessiori;:to · 
adopt such a policy;, i • 
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constituted in accordance with state law are· :free to '·in.ake decisions on public heafth issues based 
. on clinicaLexpedence without fear of second~guessing Wider· the federalantitr,ust laws.". NoW; •. · 
c<:~m~y-;to;Jts: priPr.:position;:i,tappe~rs··the AD:tf:;:rather tha.n supportmg·ltfie;ilidepena~ab~Wf L · · 

State. dent~l;b.oards,r .sriggests:thattthe 'states·•shoi1ld ·essenti~Uy. ab(jicate ilieir.respoqsibility to 
protec:tthe p'IJ,~li.c.:ftom the unqualified.practice ofdennstty to the ADA; and ·siiliplfrolfow the 
iead of the ADA in accepting _all licensure exaniinations. . . , 

Mit W; Buckendahl, Ph.D; 
.... , Partner···· ··• · · .. · · 

.. · ·. ·. · , · AGS.Nentures, LLC • ·· · 
... ,··: .~ '· \ ··. ;, ' ' ... '· .. 
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adVoCate f2k8ff!.ll-t~~'th ,: .. 'I 

February 26, 2016 
, .···c·· 

Dr. ZebulonVanc;e Morgan;IV ,. 
. ·d?:r~sjqE!nt>r "' :0' , . ":;. · 

South Carolina Board of Dentistry 
P.o,,~px1p~9;• ·<·{···. 
Columbia, SC. 29211-1329 

THE VOICFOF 
,,DENTAL EDUCATION 

·''\ ;. ·; • : .; ~- ,, r '· • 
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-~J_i ,:>:·:·.~,--~~(<-<;.i_j ~-rt·>:} :··:( .. ,.>r:-·· ~; .;:·:·,.:. ,._:: ;-;:;::;;_>-·>;~:-(:: ..... ;._ .. ; <_ .. ,_r.~,.' .. :-:::· :':: .. ·>--'~,~ . 1::.:: ~,·:. ···" .: ... : <·· . 

. ~E! .. $rf? ,V;riti'l9·-~P ,~~pr§$~.t~~ .. higb. !~YE!tPf ,cp,fise,m.:.~r9ttbf? .. Am~r,i,qan. Q~pJai1AssqsJC:ltion 
, (1,\PA:J, Jt~.~iCf?Q~yre J~~~~ Fqcqe,.C:lnPJ:~qupsil qp.D,en~!3t ~P.~<?C:ltJpr,,(ind .. ~ic~P~YfE!~ (inq the 
AmE!ric~n OentC:ll FdY~C!!toni\S~9GiC:ltion ,(/)f?EA) ))~Y.E!;W,i~l:l JE!9.~~q;.~8 <,~lW·§t~tP~ '9f.ifi9ell?ure for 
depti~t~:tiJ1;!t1e,L!pited ~t~tt¥~,:::\1\(ryl!~.n,c§p~y(~portc:J,t)ility,)iS,.,.~Q:Jmp.p!tflDt.m?~~r. ~Cl.>P .. ~Qtc;ll · 
prpf~?sic;>.rJ~I.~;::,:Pi:l,rticyi§J!Y:~t9;;tD99E!PYf~l!.irl~:JQ!tiaJ .. Ii9~1}~1-J~~ ;$>r.§~~~rgpting tql~lc)~§l!~Jo 
another state, it is clear that the d~pt~l t:>9<:1EP!? of ?:QUI):l.t:>et;,C?f .~tc:l~!?§.•.Jn.qlug!l).g Y9!:![·pwn, 
continue to engage in conduct that restricts, rather than enhances, that portability . 

. A~ you k~~~ ,.th~t~' ar:e f!v~ cli~lc~I't~~l;'adrn i~·istratic)n .ag~n~.i~s.J~~ ,dentl~try: th~ G~mm iss ion 

. on. o·enta(Competemcy Assessments· (c'oCA, formerlY NERB); .tentrafRegionai:oental 
·Te'sting·s~ivice:Iri.c: (6R'Dt$);.;co~r1cif 'at'Interst~i9.~r~5tii:i9 J\g~n9i~s' •. I'ilc,· (tifA); iile 

,, '.-~,.-""··~•·.,.\\' ···'·"-· .. ,··.:.! t:·-~·-:-·•·., .. ,•.:·- ·.,;;, :.,· . .~ .. ,><. -~J,;·,',> •.... 1' -~•.:•·,. ••• -.•._,,>::'·_.·'·.· .\(. '"···\:c·--,~n.f,;··~--·,•:t -~;-~_,.,. ·: ... ·• .·. 

Southern, Region~.l Te~ting .Ageocy,,,J nc.: .(SRTA) ;. ~nq the:V\lestern ,11egional.~xar:ninir1Q Board 
·., ·(WR~·~x.·.tQe_f.p~·.ti~.~~p9nCiyC,t~~.~··.9~l~f.ut~ri.~Jy~ls. .9f.· tt1~.:·~~~.mi8'~fiqti·&;.~~'rrlni~t~r~:c! ~.bY 
• ,e1=!CQ pfJhE! ~lini.caiJe~ting ;:tgE!n~i~s(<(PG~\;~n~,G.IT~;:~c:frpinlst~,r;tp~ •Arpf?riqaqJ3p~rcipf 
.o~rital:-~~anl'in~rs(4P~XJ~e~t'ate~c:~m.w·~il.e···qgpts:sRtA.C:lh~·Yv.8~s.·~·~mliJI~ter'their 

•.. ow8 e~,ams) aqd" tia.s::cor}l'e tott1~' ccmcltisioJrdb~ttti~se ~~arninat,lq6~ ,adher~)o.'~ ~onjrnon set 
. Qf,~pre de~l9o anc:f .. ,qppt~nt ,r~ctlljreirilelltS. ~I"J~t ren~er~Jh.E:lrn .f?()r:)~~pfll~lly cqiJipa~cj~le .. · In 
p~rtiql!l;ar, ~ach ·ag~p~y: . · · . , : .· ·· ;;,.. . . .. · " _ 

• utilizes the1St~~dard~ for Edi./6~tional an'cirjsych~togica/r~~tind~·s the guidelines for 
evalyatingJh13 val,iclity ()fti"J_e,ir ~~am~; • , •. .. ·,;-,, , . j .••. · 

. • . proqyce~.a, pqbl.iqally .avail;a~le. Jec::h.oic§l fE!Pbr:t.:t.h..f!tdo9~!11E:ln~s;:toq ~urnmari2:es 
.. ava.if§bi~ v(;l[ic:fi!Y ~n<:l .• reliaqi,Ii_iy ~yige,h~e. ;C::()IJC.E!rr;tipg t(J~ examJoi3fipns; .. · ·. • ..•. 
utiliz~.s conJIJnctive s..coring, J.E!ql..Jiri.ng c~ncl idates to pass ;ea~h,;ofa series of tests in • 

• 

• 

order;.to pass.the full .. ~xar:nination; .. :' •,· .····. \:•: ;; . · 
conducts a practice analysis on a regular basis . .to ensurethattest content reflects 
nor:mai, everyday tasks performed in general der~tal praCtice; · 
reduces examiner bias and enhances fairness by ensuring that examiners de not know 
the identity of the·candidate whose performance they are evaluating; 



Dr. Zebulon Vance Morgan IV 
February 26, 2016 
Page 3 

We would be pleased to meet with you or your board to further discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~n~~ 
Carol Gomez Summerhays, D.D.S., M.A.G.D. Huw F. Thomas, S.O.S., M.S., Ph.D. 
President Dean, Tufts UniversitY School of Dental Medicine 
American Dental Association Chair of the ADEA Board of Directors 

~,tf~~~ 
Gary L. Roberts, D.D.S. 

· President-elect 

Gary E. Jeffers, D.M.D., M.S. 
Chair 
2016 ADA Licensure Task Force 

~~~;zrw 
Danie! J. Gesek, Jr., D. M.D. 
Chair 
Council on Dental Education and Licensure 

KMH:eg 

Cecile A. Feldman, D. M.D., M.B.A. 
Dean, Rutgers School of Dental Medicine 
Chair-elect of the ADEA Board of Directors 

~~-~~i "D"in,MS 

. Lily T Garcia; D,D.S., f\ILS:, fACP 
Associate Dean for Education 
University of Iowa College of Dentistry 
Immediate Past Ch(;!ir of the ADEA Board of Directors 

cc: Ms. Kate K. Cox, administrator, South Carolina Board of Dentistry 
or: John J. Sanders, dean, Medical University of South Carolina James B. Edwards 

College of Dental Medicine 
Dr. Christopher T. Griffin, president, South Carolina Dental Association 
Mr. Phil Latham, executive director, ·south Carolina Dental Association 
Dr. Julian· Hal Fair, III, ADA Trustee, Sixteenth District 
Dr. Kathleenb'Loughliri, executive·airector and ·chief operating officer (ADA) 
Dr. Richard W. Valachovic, president 'arid chief executive officer (ADEA) 


