
 
 
 
   MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Marlies Burns, Executive Director 
  
DATE: June 9-10, 2016 
 
ACTION: Voluntary Charter Improvement Process Proposal for American  
  Preparatory Academy – Salem 

 
 

Background:   
The State Charter School Board (SCSB), in October 2015, approved the Voluntary 
Charter Improvement Plan for American Preparatory Academy – Salem (formerly 
Liberty Academy). The proposal included: (1) terminating the charter for American 
Preparatory Academy – Salem; (2) granting a satellite school to Utah Charter 
Academies (UCA), the legal entity that governs all American Preparatory Academy 
schools, maintaining the same school name, number of students authorized, grades 
served, and facility; and (3) the process for transfer of assets and liabilities.  
 
The Board denied the request, without prejudice, and provided specific terms needed 
and a plan to the SCSB. 
 
American Preparatory Academy – Salem met all of the terms and conditions of the 
new agreement and provided a new proposal to the SCSB at its May 2016 meeting. 
Agreeing the changes complied with statute, the SCSB voted to approve the plan. The 
executive summary report is included and additional information about the contract 
and proposal can be found at: http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-
School-Board/2016-Board-Meetings/May-2016/AMERICAN PREPARATORY ACADEMY-
Salem-Voluntary-Improvement-Process-request.aspx 

 
Board Strategic Plan:  
This item supports the imperative(s) and strategies in the Board’s Strategic Plan by 
providing a transparent public educational system using evidence-based data that 
informs the public on the effectiveness of public education and by empowering 
stakeholders with information to decide how, what, and where students are taught. 
 
Anticipated Action:  
The Law and Licensing Committee will consider approving the State Charter School 
Board’s request, as outlined in the Voluntary Charter School Improvement Process 
contract and proposal from American Preparatory Academy – Salem documentation.  
If approved by the Committee, the Board will consider approving the request. 

 
Contact: Marlies Burns, Executive Director, State Charter School Board, 801-538-7817 
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