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Utah Arts Council Board of Directors
Meeting

March 17, 2016
12:00 pm

Glendinning Home
617 E South Temple
Salt Lake City, UT 84102


Minutes



Utah Arts Council Board of Directors Meeting, March 17, 2016	
In Attendance
Ken Verdoia (Chair)	
Johann Jacobs (Vice Chair)
Philipp Malzl
Tom Alder
Jansen Davis
Pierre Langue
Heidi Prokop
Blair Buswell
Clive Romney
Caleb Chapman

Gay Cookson
Julie Fisher
David Wicai
Jason Bowcutt
Adrienne Decker
Laura Durham
Laurel Cannon Alder

Not In Attendance
[bookmark: _GoBack]Caitlin Gochnour
Shanan Ballam



	
1. Welcome & Introductions – Ken Verdoia

Verdoia began by introducing Heidi Prokop, who is attending her first board meeting today. Prokop briefly talked about her background and experience. She is excited to serve on this board. The board then went around and introduced themselves.

Verdoia also brought to the attention of the board the fact that Philipp Malzl will be resigning from the board because of his new appointment at the BYU Museum of Art and we all thanked Philipp for his service to this point.

2. Approval of December Minutes – Ken Verdoia (Action Item)

Motion to approve the December 17, 2015 Minutes: Romney motioned and Jacobs seconded the approval of the December minutes. ALL APPROVED

3. Report on Legislative Session – Julie Fisher/Gay Cookson

Fisher started by stating that there were committee meetings up until the last minute of the session, which was very out of the ordinary. Fisher talked about all of the requests the department made early on including grant funding for arts and museums. Fisher shared the document that lists all of the approved funding requests and stated that many of them are arts organizations or museums. Many of the organizations that were funded are celebrating anniversaries, and some other organizations being funded are continuing projects like the Utah Symphony and their national park tour.

Our department this year got 100k ongoing funds and 350k one-time funds. The money came into the arts budget at first, but not all of the funds will stay in the arts budget because the funds are for competitive cultural grants. There will be some other divisions in the department that will end up getting some of these funds. 

There are also two bills that would be of interest to our board. The first is the capital facilities request process. That bill got stuck in the senate and it died in the end, so for now, we still have a responsibility to continue the process in FY17. 

The next bill (HB267) was related to the charitable solicitations permit, which made it so an organization asking for $1,500 or less does not need to apply for a CSP. That bill passed.

Overall this year was very good for the arts community. The board is interested in sending thank you cards to all of the key legislators that had an impact on the great support for the arts this year. The staff is working on a solution to that right now.



4. Mountain West Arts Conference – Jason Bowcutt 

This year is the 10th anniversary of the MWAC, and it is being held on Thursday, May 5. There is an opportunity again for the board to be involved with introducing session presenters, and that is a good way for constituents to see board members.

Bowcutt then went into details regarding the keynote speaker and other presenters during the day. We are now finalizing award winners for the Governor’s leadership in the arts awards and will be announcing those names soon. 

Cookson introduced the sponsorship form and offered a discount to board members to attend the conference and the conference lunch. There are opportunities for members to sponsor the conference, but we would love to just have them there to show support for the conference. 

5. Pass-Through Grant Policy Language – Laurel Cannon Alder

Cannon Alder reiterated in the beginning that we already had a conversation about the pass through policy more than a year ago. We are now going back into the policy to clean things up so it makes more sense and serves us better. What we thought was clearly defined before is actually something that is not as clear as it could be. We will need to come back to this language in the future to make sure it covers what we need. Cannon Alder then went down the list and read the policies to the board. 

Verdoia asked what it was we are trying to say in its purest sense and if we are trying to tell orgs that if they get legislative funding, they cannot get money from us. Fisher clarified that we are trying to support all kinds of organizations, and if some larger orgs with political experience get more money form the legislature; we want to be able to say that we will not fund them and will fund other orgs that might not have the political experience. 

Suggested amendment by Verdoia: Apply to orgs receiving legislative appropriations when said appropriations are managed by heritage and arts.

6. Folk Arts Scholarships - Adrienne Decker/Laurel Cannon Alder (Action Item)

Decker introduced the folk arts scholarship requests in the second round of applications. This funding comes from the NEA. There were several requests, but we are recommending that only 3 should be funded at this point. The budget in front of the board shows the first round of funding followed by the recommendations we are making today. The next section outlines some other projects that we would like to fund if we can find the funding. The final section outlines the preservation scholarship opportunity, but that will not be discussed until the board meeting.
Cannon Alder jumped in and talked about the panel process and the applications. The list is in scoring order, and in order of proposed recommendations. There are two requests that were left out because of a lack of funding. Cannon Alder is asking the board for their approval to fund the other two projects if we can get the funds for them.

Motion to approve the funding recommendations in dark green, for which we have the funds: Romney moved and Chapman seconded. ALL APPROVED

The board recommends funding for the Jambo Africa Burundi Drummers of Utah and Scott Crozier at the levels recommended by the professional staff, provided the staff finds the legal and fiscal clearance to fund these programs from existing division funds: JACOBS MOVED DAVIS SECONDED. ALL APPROVED.

7. Arts & Culture Business Alliance – Gay Cookson

Cookson stated that this alliance came out of SB 194 from last year’s legislative session. There are $75k that must be allocated by June 30 of this year. The committee includes Julie Fisher (designating Gay Cookson), Marcia Price, Kelly Stowell, Craig Jessop, James Huntsman, Rick Horne, and Lt. Governor Cox.

This committee will decide where to disperse the funds and as of right now, there is not funding beyond this $75k. 

8. Director’s Update

Cookson thanked Ken Verdoia for his help at Poetry Out Loud on March 16. Utah now has a winner going to Washington, DC.

There are two at-large vacancies now on the board, and that to Governor would like more of a gender balance on the board. Gay Cookson is accepting ideas for new members. Ken Verdoia has been reinstated as board chair for another term. Ken received a letter from the Governor regarding this reinstatement.

Cookson then talked very briefly on the concept of a new center for heritage, history, and art. We now have a steering committee, and we also met with architects that will be doing a study on the center. Things are moving along with this project and we will update the board more on the details as we get them.

9. Adjourn 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:42 PM
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