SEAQUEST

The classification of a public swimming pool has been expanding in the past couple of years with the invention of new, advanced water attractions.  Water activities including splash pads, wakeboard parks, isolation tanks, and large temporary events such as “Slide the City” have increased in popularity throughout the state and across the country.  The current Utah and Davis County definition of a public swimming pool is vague on these new entities and may be changing in the future.  

The Environmental Health Services Division recently received information about a proposed new aquarium in Davis County called SeaQuest - Interactive Aquarium. This aquarium provides animal interactions opportunities for customers as one of its attractions.  This information raised several potential public health-related issues and brought up the question whether these activities would fall under the public swimming pool regulation.  Staff had a meeting with the business owner to discuss details and subsequently requested additional information about their business model.  Staff also researched other aquarium locations in Texas and Las Vegas that are owned by the same company.  

Based on the comprehensive review of information provided by SeaQuest and details gathered from the other health jurisdictions where the aquariums are already located, the business was able to address our public health and safety concerns.  Therefore, the Division is recommending to the Board of Health that the aquarium not be classified as a public swimming pool or be regulated under the public swimming pool regulation.  However, the Division would like to continue to work collaboratively with SeaQuest to provide water quality testing and be a source for public health information.
