
Newton Town Council Meeting 
April 7, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

Newton Town Hall 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes 
Agenda 
1. Opening Ceremony    5. Planning Commission Update 
2. Approval of March 2016 minutes  6. After School Program Presentation – Charles Thompson 
3. Youth Council Update    7. Cache County Sheriff law enforcement/animal contracts 
4. Town Celebration Update   8. Council Reports on Assignments 

 
Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Matt Phillips, Kathryn Rigby and Jed Woodward. 
Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder) 
Visitors present: Sarah Rigby, Travis Wilhelm, John Griffin, Delsa Bentley, Dean Bentley, LaMar Clemments, 
Shirley Clements, Grant Herzog, Tyler Dayley, Charles Thompson, Deputy Batt  
Youth Council present: Madie David, Crystal Fabricius, Justin Fabricius, Kylee Rigby, Kinley Porritt, Carrie 
Milligan, Kylee Woodward, Melissa Mohlman, Ben Mohlman and Jared Mohlman. 
 
1. Kathryn Rigby conducted an opening ceremony. 
 
2. The March 2016 minutes were approved as written. 
 
3. Youth Council – Kinley Porritt reported that the youth council received new council t-shirts. The youth 
council helped with the setup of the Easter egg hunt. They are planning a leadership conference in Salt Lake 
City, where they will visit the capitol, have lunch with the Governor, a mock debate, and other activities. They 
are beginning planning and holding fundraising for the conference. Mayor Christiansen explained that the 
month of May is “walking works” challenge put on by Bear River Health Department where they would like to 
kick it off by holding a walk with the Mayor with each community. The Youth Council was asked to plan it and 
get the word out. 
 
4. Town Celebration Update – John Griffin discussed a proposal to upgrade the power to the pavilion by 
running an underground power line from the meter on the tennis court to the pavilion. The service requirements 
and lines were discussed. He estimates it would cost $5,000 to $6,000.  Mayor Christiansen said they will look 
at the budget and see what we can do. Code requirements were discussed. John Griffin discussed a solar power 
light for the veteran’s memorial flag pole. Matt Phillips would like to run power and have an electric light for 
the flag pole. John Griffin discussed that they need to find someone else to do music and to run the lawn mower 
race. Carrie Milligan offered their property to west of her house for the lawn mower race. The celebration 
committee will be meeting again soon to continue planning. 
 
5. Planning Commission Update – Travis Wilhelm discussed that Doug and DeeDee Anderson have begun the 
process to subdivide their property into two lots at 475 West 300 South.  Research of minutes and what was 
agreed upon for this property has been done and discussed. Clair Christiansen asked what the Planning 
Commission needs the Town Council to do about this property and asked what has been recorded needs to be 
researched and what was agreed upon needs to be finished. Travis Wilhelm said that the Reid Smith subdivision 
at 275 West Main has asked for variances. Travis read the ordinance that variances must be heard by a hearing 
officer. Mayor Christiansen reviewed who our hearing officer has been and if we should follow up with him to 
see if he is still able to do it. Mayor Christiansen asked what everyone’s feelings are about variances or if we 
need to adjust the code if it is wrong. Travis Wilhelm feels that something that should be adjusted is the Public 
Utility Easement along all edges of property because all utilities should be located along street frontage. 
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Different sections of the subdivision ordinance were read and discussed. Reid Smith’s subdivision request has 
been revised to be divided into only two lots. The subdivision ordinance along with utilities and where they are 
located on the lots was again discussed. Travis Wilhelm asked where are we at with the decision for this 
subdivision. Clair Christiansen said he should present it at next week’s Planning Commission meeting, then 
present a letter to the town council based on the approval and recommendation of the planning commission. Jed 
Woodward said that the intent of the ordinance in the past is to have utilities available to the lot in the street 
frontage and not stubbed to the lot. It was discussed that the language of the ordinance says available to the lot.  
Matt Phillips discussed the draft subdivision plan and problems with the survey. Jed Woodward discussed that 
the previous owner had delinquent water bill from a renter. The water meter was pulled over two years ago. The 
delinquent bill was not included in the buying documents. Delinquent water bills were discussed. Clair 
Christiansen said that Kelli Myers would like to attend town council to discuss the process for delinquent water 
bills and how to put liens on property. Clair Christiansen suggests the landlords have a signed letter stating if 
they are putting water bill in renter’s name the owner is responsible for unpaid bills. Terri Stapley suggested 
that we need to make changes in collecting delinquent water bills, set up fees and liens on houses for unpaid 
bills. The water connection fee and reconnect fee were discussed. Mayor Christiansen suggested everyone 
research water fees and discuss it next month. Lamar Clements asked if the water meter could be reconnected 
for this property without paying the delinquent bill from the previous owner from two years ago. Jed Woodward 
will follow up with Kelli Myers to determine the amount and the reconnect fee. 
 
Mayor Christiansen asked Deputy Batt for remarks. Deputy Batt asked when the town celebration and parade 
was planned. He will schedule officers for the parade. Kathryn Rigby will follow up with him for the exact time 
and route.  
 
6. After school program by Charles Thompson. Mr. Thompson discussed the need for after school programs in 
rural communities. He handed the town council members information about his proposed program. He needs a 
location to hold the after school program in and would like to see funding in helping to renovate the community 
building (17 West Main) so the program could be held there. Charles Thompson explained that he would like to 
arrange for a shuttle to pick up students from schools and shuttle them to the after school program and provide 
after school meals. Charles Thompson discussed the proposed curriculum for the U-Lead after school program 
and having it open to students in the Clarkston, Trenton and Newton areas. Clair Christiansen asked about the 
need for the program and suggested council members look at the proposal. He asked Charles Thompson to 
come back to talk to him or the town council when he has some possible funding sources or more information. 
 
7, Cache County Sheriff law enforcement/animal control contracts. Mayor Christiansen explained that Sheriff 
Jensen will come to next month’s meeting to give an update on the Sheriff department and we can ask questions 
then. The contracts were discussed. Clair Christiansen expressed that his biggest concerns are animal control 
and doesn’t think we are getting our contracted amount of time or service. Animal control was discussed. 
Impound fees for dogs and how to collect it was discussed. Clair Christiansen said he will look into what other 
communities charge for impound fees and how they collect.  
 
8. Council Report on Assignments: Mayor Christiansen asked for thoughts about the proposed U-lead program. 
The proposal was reviewed and concerns were discussed. 
Kathryn Rigby reported that Tony and Shawna Sharp have agreed to be chairpersons for the town cleanup day 
scheduled for April 30. Karla Ferguson will schedule the dumpster for the week. She will look into Rupp’s 
Trucking to see if a dumpster rental is cheaper through them. The youth council will spear head the clean-up 
project at the new lot. Kathryn will get sign-up sheets to the Sharps and suggested projects. The needs for 
cleaning up the new lot need to be determined. Jed Woodward said he isn’t sure the metal panels can be turned 
in for metal but he will look at them. Clair Christiansen asked Tony Sharp his opinion on power for the 
pavilion. He said you would want four line. The power needs for the pavilion were discussed. Clair Christiansen 
will ask Judge Cooper about the process to put liens on property for delinquent water bills.  Clair discussed the 
get out and walk program and walk with the Mayor. 
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Matt Hansen reported that Cody Bartlett will be working on the town hall roof to repair leaks. Matt Hansen 
asked Terri for a budget for the fire and first responder departments. Terri explained that she will report on third 
quarter financials next month and meet with each council member to discuss department budgets. Patty 
Swainston followed up on the check received from the County for $2,200. The County said it was intended for 
the first responders. Matt Hansen reported that they need more first responders and that Patty Swainston has 
been the first responder leader for thirty years and she would like to be replaced. Kerry Dayley will act as the 
trainer for the first responders for one more year. Patty would like to remain in the first responders but does not 
want to be the supervisor any longer. We should post for hiring first responders and research how to appoint a 
new first responder supervisor.  
Matt Phillips discussed the water project and the reservoir is at 36%. Matt Phillips will write about the water 
project and the need to restrict water use this summer for the newsletter. Matt Phillips explained that they did a 
walk around the springs with the two contractors selected to bid on the project. A construction timeline will be 
determined as soon as the contractor is selected. The water bond is scheduled to close April 21. The 
Environmental impact report is being completed by Sunrise Engineering. Clair said we will sign the revised 
interlocal agreement for the water loan. Matt Phillips reported that the snow storm two weeks ago took out 
power to the water tank and chlorinator building and ruined some of the meters. A program to put in place to 
restrict outside watering during construction was discussed. Social media and notification was also discussed. 
Matt Phillips plans to trench to replace sprinkler system around veteran’s monument and to put a power line to 
the flagpole for a light. Matt Phillips is accepting bids for tree trimming at the park. He plans to get the water 
fountains and bathrooms ready for soccer season. There is a water line leaking in the yellow metal building 
running to the bathroom. Cody Bartlett will fix the leak. Matt Hansen will have Cody help him install motion 
sensor lights for the metal building bathrooms. 
Kathryn Rigby said the Easter Egg Hunt went well and Michelle Griffin got donations that she will save for 
next year. Kathryn will coordinate with the Youth Council to arrange for a walk with the Mayor and advertise it 
and put it in the newsletter. Sarah Rigby reported that the Library received the Cluff grant for $2,300. The 
libraries’ fundraising luau is planned for the second Friday in June. Clair asked Sarah to review the proposed 
after school program.  
Jed Woodward reported that to fix the meter at the chlorinator building is $1,300. The meter was fried when 
there was a voltage spike and a transformer blew which fried the meter readers at the tank.  Jed Woodward 
reported that Lynn Goodsell would like to cement the right of way in front of his shed for parking. It was 
discussed that you shouldn’t have a permanent structure in the right of way and can just pave the approach.  
Section 11-11-020 Newton code was read which says not more than 36’ width. Jed will tell Lynn that it can just 
be a driveway and not cement the entire right of way in front of the building. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes prepared by;  
 
________________________________________  ___________ 
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk   Approval Date  
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